
W
hen Franklin Roosevelt became president in 1933, he shared 

with most Americans a_i_etermination to stay out of inter­26 The Second 
national disputes. His focus was on combating the Great 

Depression at home. While the United States had become 

deeply involved in global trade during the twenties, it had remained aloof 

from global conflicts. So-called isolatiwists insisted that there was no justi­World War 
fication for America to become embroiled in international affairs, much less 

@other major war. With each passing ye;;d~ring th;thirties, however, G~

1933-1945 mal2)'., Italy, and Japan threateneci tl1e ~ace ,!nd stability Qf Eur.QQ_e and Asia. 

Roosevelt strove mightily to keep the United States out of what he called 

' as fascist dictatorships in Germany;
the "spreading epidemic ofworld lawlessness; 

and Italy and ultranationalist militarists in Japan violated intern~ ional la~ 

by invading neighboring countries. By the end of the decade, Roosevelt had 

decided that the only way for the United States to avoid fighting in another war 

was to offer all possible assistance to its allies, Great Britain, France, and China. 

Roosevelt's efforts to stop "aggressor nations" ignited a fierce debate between 

isol_ationis.t£-and interventionists which ended with shocking suddenness on 

D
,....
~mber 7, 1941, when Japan staged a surprise attack against U.S. military bases 

at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii. The second wo,rld war that Americans had struggled 

to avoid had arrived at last. It would become the most significant event of the 

twentieth century, engulfing five continents and leaving few people untouched. 

1he Japanese attack unified Americans as never before. Men and women 

rushed to join the armed forces. Eventually, 16.4 mill'illLp.e.ople won)d 5f'LVe 

1. How did German and Japanese actions lead to the outbreak of war in 

Eu rope and Asia? 

2. How did President Roosevelt and Congress respond to the outbreak of 

wars in Europe and Asia between 1933 and 1941? 

3. What were the effects of the Second World War on American society? 

4. What were the major factors that enabled the United States and its 

allies to win the war in Europe? 

5. How were the Japanese defeated in the war in the Pacific? 

Raising the Flag on /wo Jima (February 23, 1945) Five members of the United States 
6. How did President Roosevelt and the Allies work to shape the postwar 

Marine Corps raise the U.S. flag on Mount Suribachi, during the Battle of lwo Jima. 
world? 

T hree of these Marines would die within days after th is photograph was taken. The 

image earned photographer Joe Rosenthal the Pulitzer Prize. A bronze statue of this 

scene is the centerpiece of t he Marine Corps War Memorial in Virginia. 
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in the military during the war, including 350,000 women. To defeat Japanese ITALY AND GERMANY In 1922, 

i~periilism and German and Italian fascism, the United States mobilized all former journalist Benito Mussolini 

of its economic resources. ,.foe massive government spending required to wage and 40,000 of his black-shirted sup­

total war boosted industrial production and wrenched the economy out of the porters seized control of Italy, taking 

advantage of a paralyzed political sys­
Great Depression. 

Four years after the attack on Pearl Harbor, the United States and its allies tem incapable of dealing with wide­

emerged victorious in the cos!!_iest and most destructive war in history. Cit­ spread unemployment, runaway 

ies were destroyed, nations dismembered, and societies transformed. More inflation, mass strikes, and fears of 

than 50 million people were killed in the war between 1939 and 1945-per­ communism. By 1925, Mussolini was 

haps 60 percent of them civilians, including millions of Jews and other ethnic wielding dictatorial power ;:s "Il Duce" 

minorities in Nazi death camps and Soviet concentration camps. (the Leader). He called his version -of 

The global scope and scale of the Second World War ended America's tra­ antisociali~ totalitarian nationalism 

dition ofisolationism. By 1945, the United States was the world's most power­ Jascisn1, All political parties except the 

ful nation, with new international interests and global responsibilitie~. The war Fascists were eliminated, and several 

left power vacuums in Europe and Asia that the Soviet Union and the United political opponents were murdered. 

States sought to fill to protect their military, economic, and political interests. There was something darkly comical 

Instead of bringing peace, the end of the war led to a "cold war" between the about the strutting, chest-thumping 

two former allies. As the New Yorker magazine asked, "Ifyou do not know that Mussolini, who claimed that "my ani­

your country is now entangled beyond recall with the rest ofthe world, what do mal instincts are always right:' 

There was nothing amusing, how­ Fascist propaganda Benito Mussol ini's
you know?" 

ever, about Mussolini's German coun ­ headquarters in Rome's Palazzo 

Braschi, which bore an oversized 
terpart, the Austrian-born AdolfHitle~-­

reproduction of his head.
Hitler's remarkable transformation dur­

THE RISE OF FASCISM IN EUROPE 
ing the 1920s from social misfit to head 

ofthe NationalSocialist German Work-
In 1917, Woodrow Wilson had led the United States into the First World War 

to make the world "safe for democracy:' In fact, though, democracy was in ers' (Nazi) party startled the world. Hitler and the Nazis claimed that they 

represented a ~rman ("Aryan") master race whose "purity and strength" were 
retreat after 1919, while Soviet communism was on the march. So, too, was 

threatened by liberals, Jews, socialists, Communists, homosexuals, Gypsies,
fascism, a radical form of totalitarian government in which a dictator usel_ 

and other "infe_rior" peoples. Hitler promised to make Germany strong again 
propaganda and bn\te force to seize control of all aspects of natio11al life- the 

by renouncing the Versailles Treaty, defying the limits on its armed forces, 
economy, the armed\orces, the legal and educational systems, and the press. 

Fascism in Germany and Italy thrived on a violent ultranationalist patriotism and uniting the German-speaking people of Europe into a2 reater German 

Empire that would give the nation "living space" to expand, dominate "lesser" 
and almost hysterical emotionalism built upon claims of racial superiority and 

races, and rid the continent of Jews.
the.simmering resentments that grew out ofdefeat in the First World War. 

At the same time, halfway around the world, the Japanese government fell Hitler portrayed himself as Germany's savior from the humiliation of 

having lost the Great War and the widespread suffering caused by the Great 
w1der the control of expansionists eager to conquer China and most of Asia. 

Depression. Appointed chancellor on January 30, 1933, five we~ks before 
Jcpanese leaders were convinced that they were a "master race" with a "mission" 

Franklin Roosevelt was fust inaugurated, Hitler, like Mussolini, was idolized 
to lead a resurgent Asia, just as AdolfHitler claimed that Germany's "mission:• 

as home ofthe supposedly superior "Aryan" race, was to dominate Emope. By by the masses ofvoters. He declared himselfabsolute leader, o r Fuhrer, became 

1941, there would be only a dozen or so democratic nations left on earth. president in 1934 and supreme comm~nder of t he armed f;;,ces, banned all 
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The nextyear, Mussolini law,ched Italy's reconquest ofEthio ia, a weak nation 

in eastern Africa that Italy had controlled until 1896. When the League ofNations 

b~d Mussolini <lllJ!gg~ssor and imposed ~omics anctions on Italy, the 

racist Italian leader ex r~sed surprise that Euro12ean leaders would prefer a 

'borde of barbaria~!'Jegroes"in.Ethiopia over Italy, the ''mother ofcivilization:' 

- In 1935, Hitler, in flagrant violation of the Versailles Treaty, began rebuild­

ing Germany's armed forces. The next year, he sent 35,000 soldiers into the 

Rhineland, the demilitarized buffer zone between France and Germany. In a 

staged vote, 99 percent of the Germans living in the Rhineland approved Hit­

ler's action. The failure of France and Great Britain to enforce the Versailles 

Treaty convinced Hitler that ilie western democracies were cowards and would 

not try to stop him from achieving his goal of German dominance. 

The year 1936 also witnessed the outbreak of the Spanish Civil War, which 

began when Spanish troops loyal to General Francisrofranco, with the sup­

port ofthe Roman Catholic Church, revolted againi the fragile new republican 

government. Hitlera nd Mussolini rushed troops ("volunteers"), warplanes, 

and military and financial aid to support Franco's fascist insurgency. 

Adolf Hitler Hitler performs the Nazi salute at a rally. The giant banners, triumphant While peace in Europe was unraveling, the Japanese government fell under 
music, powerful oratory, and expansive military parades were all designed to stir 

· the control ofaggressive militarists. In 1937, a government official announced 
excitement and allegiance among Nazis. 

that the "tide has turned against the liberalism and democracy that once swept 

over the nation:' On July 7, 1937, Japanese and Chinese soldiers clashed at 

China's Marco Polo Bridge, near Beijing. The incident quickly escalated into a 

full-scale conflict, the Sino-Japanese War.
political parties exce~t the Nazis, ci:eate~ a secret police force known_ as the 

By December, the Japanese had captured ilie Nationalist Chinese capital of
Gestap_o and stripped\People of votmg nghts. "Ihe~ wo':!d be no more elec­

Nanjing, whereupon the undisciplined soldiers ran amok, looting the city and
tions, labor unions, or strikes. 

mercilessly murdering and raping civilians. As many as 300,000 Chinese were
Dming the mid-1930s, Hitler's brutal Nazi police state cranked up the 

murdered in what came to be called the Rape of Nanjing. Thereafter, the Sino-
engines of tyranny and terrorism, propaganda and censorship. Two million 

Japanese War bogged down into a stalemate. -
~rown-shirted, brawling thugs, called "storm troopers:' fanned out across the 

1~, burning books and persecuting, imprisoning, and murdering Com­

munists, Jews, Gypsies- and their sympathizers. 
F ROM ISOLATIONISM TO INTERVENTION 

THE EXPANDING AXIS As the 1930s unfolded, a catastrophic series 
Most Americans responded to the mounting crises abroad by deepening their

of events in Asia and Europe sent the world hurtling toward disaster. In 
commitment to isolationism. In his 1933 inaugural address, President Roos­

1931-1932, some 10,000 Japanese troops had occupied Manchuria in north­
evelt announced that he would continue to promote what he called "the good

east China, a territory rich in raw materials and deposits of iron ore and coal. 
neighbor policy" in the Western Hemisphere, declaring that no nation "has

At the time, China was fragmented by civil war between Communists led 
the right to intervene in the internal or external affairs of another:' True to his

by Mao Zedong and Nationalists led by Chiang Kai-shek. The Japanese took 
word, Roosevelt witl1drew U.S. troops from Nicaragua and Haiti.

advantage ofChina's weakness to proclain1 Manchuria's independence, rena~~­
The nation's deeply rooted isolationist mood was reinforced by a

ing it the "Republic of Manchukuo:' In 1934, Japan began an aggressive mili­
prominent Senate inquiry into the role of bankers and businesses in the 

tary buildup in anticipation ofconquering all ofeast Asia. 
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Neutrality A 1938 cartoon shows U.S. foreign policy entangled by the serpent of 

isolationism. 

American decision to enter World War I. Chaired by Senator Gerald P. Nye 
; £North Dakota, the "Nye Committee" began hearings in 1934 that lasted until 
early 1936. The committee concluded that weapons makers and bankers (the 
"merchants of death'') had spurred U.S. intervention in the European conflict 
in 1917 and were continuing to "help frighten nations into military activity:' 

U.S. NEUTRALITY 1~ 935, Christian Century magazine declared that 
"ninety-nine Americans out of a hundred would today regard as an imbecile 
anyone who might suggest that, in the event of another European war, the 
United States should again participate in if' Such widespread isolationism led 
President Roosevelt to sign the first of several "neutrality laws" passed by 

· Congress to help avoid the supposed mistakes that had led the nation into the 
First World War. The Neutrality Act of 1935 prohibited Americans from sell­
ing weapons or traveling on ships owned by nations at war. In 1936, Congress 
revised the Neutrality Act by banning loans to warring nations. 

Roosevelt, however, was not so sure that the United States could or should 
remain neutral. In October 1937, he delivered a speech in Chicago, the heart-

From Isolationism to lntervention 1157 

land ofisolationism, in which he called for international cooperation to "quar­
antine the aggressors" who were responsible for disturbing world pea~. But 
his appeal fell fl<!t. 
- -The Neutrality Act of 1937 allowe_d Roosevelt to require that nonmili­

t-:_ry ~ merican goods bought by warring 1!_ations be sold on a cash-and-carry 
basis-that is, a nation would have to pay cash and then carry the American-
..._ --
made goods away in its own ships. This was intended to preserve America's 
profitable trade with warring nations without running the risk ofbeing drawn 
into the fighting. 

THE AXIS ALLIANCE In 1937, Japan joined Germany and Italy in 
establishing the Rome-Berlin-Tokyo ''Axis'~ alliance. Hitler and Mussolini 
vowed to create a "new order in Europe:' while the Japanese imperialists pur-
sued their --"divine right" to control all of east Asia by creating what they called 
the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere. 

ANSCHLUSS In March 1938, Hitler forced the Anschluss (union) of 
Austria with Germany. Hitler's triumphant return to his native country was 
greeted by pro-German crowds waving Nazi flags and tossing flowers. Soon, 
"Jews not Wanted" signs appeared in Austrian cities. 

A month later, after arresting more than 70,000 opponents of the Nazis, 
German leaders announced that a remarkable 99.75 percent of Austrian vot­
ers had "approved" the forced annexation. (In fact, some 400,000 Austrians, 
mostly liberals and Jews, were prevented from voting.) Again, no nation 
stepped up to oppose Hitler, and soon the Nazi government in Austria began 
arresting or murdering opponents and imprisoning or exiling Jews, including 
the famed psychiatrist Sigmund Freud. 

THE MUNICH PACT (1938) Hitler then threatened to annex the ~ude­
ten territory (Sudetenland), a mountainous region in western Czechoslovakia 
along the German border where more than 3 million ethnic Germans lived. Brit­
ish and French leaders repeatedly tried to "appease" Hitler, hoping that if they 
agreed to his demands for the Sudeten territory hewould stop his aggressions. 

On September 30, 1938, the British prime minister, Neville Chamberlain, 
and the French prin1e minister, Edouard Daladier, joinedMus• and Hitler 
in signing the notorious Munich Pact, which transferred the Sudetenland to Ger­
many. In Prague, the capital, the Czechs listened to the official announcement of 
the Munich Pact witl1 the excruciating sadness of people too weak to preserve 
their own independence. As pawns in tl1e chess game of European politics, the 
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Czech people now faced a grim future. A disgusted President Roosevelt privately and a portion of Lithuania. Just nine 

days late1; -at dawn on September 1, an 

0
a-rumbled that Britain and France had left Czechoslovakia "to paddle its own 

estin1ated 1.5 million German troops 

canoe" and predicted that they would "wash the blood from their Judas Iscariot 
invaded Poland from the north, south, 

hands:•Hitler, he had decided, was a "wild man;• a "nut" with an insatiable desire 
and west. Hitler ordered them "to kill 

for a new German empire. 
without mercy men, women, and chil­

Chamberlain claimed that th'! Munich treaty had provided "peace for our 
dren ofthe Polish race or language:•He 

time. Peace with honor." Winston Churchill, a member of the British Parlia­
also ordered all terminally ill patients 

ment who would become prime minister in May 1940, strongly disagreed. In a 

speech to the House of Commons, he claimed that "E_r~_g~and has been ~ffered in German hospitals killed to make 

room for soldiers wounded in Poland. 

a choice between war and shame. She has chosen shame, and will get war:' The 
This was tlle final straw for the 

Munich Pact, he predicted, would not end Hitler's assaults. "This is only the 

western democracies. Having allowed 

beginnif!g of the reckoning:' 
Austria and Czechoslovakia to be 

- Churchill was right. Hitler had already confided to aides that he had no 
seized by Hitler's war machine, Great 

intention of abiding by the Munich Pact. Although Hitler had promised that 
Britain and France now did an about­

the Sudetenland would be his last territorial demand, he scrapped his pledge in 

March 1939, when he sent German tanks and soldiers to conquer the remainder face. On September 3, they honored 

their commitment to defend Poland. 

of the Czech Republic. TI1e European democracies, having slu·unk their armies 
Ew-ope, the world's smallest continent, 

after the Great War, continued to cower in the face of his ruthless behavior and 
was again embroiled in what would 

see1:ningly unstoppable military. 
soon become another world war. TI1e 

Josef Stalin Brutal leader of the Soviet 

After German troops seized Czechoslovakia on March 15, 1939, Hitler 
Union who rose to power in the mid-

announced it was "the greatest day of my life." Jews were immediately lumped nations making up the British Empire 
1920s after the death of Vladimir Lenin.

and Commonwealth-Canada, India, 
together with "thieves, criminals, swindlers, insane people, and alcoholics:• By 

the end of May, the Nazis were filling prisons with Czechs who resisted or Australia, New Zealand-joined the 

war. Americans watched in horror as 

resented the German occupation. 
another world war erupted. "This nation;' declared Franklin Roosevelt, "will 

The rape ofCzechoslovakia convinced Roosevelt that Hitler and Mussoli.ni 

remain a neutral nation, but I cannot ask that every American remain neutral in 

were "madmen" who "respect force and force alone." TI1roughout late 1938 

tllought as well. Even a neutral cannot be asked to close his mind or conscience:• 

and 1939, Roosevelt tried~convince Americans, as well as British and French 

Sixteen days after German troops stormed across tlle Polish border, the 

leaders, that the fascists would respond only to force, not words. He also per­

Soviet Union invaded Poland from the east. Pressed from all sides, 700,000 

suaded Congress to increase military spending in anticipation ofa possible war. 

poorly equipped Polish soldiers surrendered after a few weeks, having suffered 

~000 deaths and many more wounded. On October 6, 1939, the Nazis and 

THE CONQUEST OF POLAND Later in 1939, the insatiable Hitler, 

Soviets divided Poland between them. Hitler's goal was to obliterate Polish civ­

having decided that he had "the world in my pocket;' turned to Poland, Ger­

many's eastern neighbor. Conquering Poland would give the German army ilization, especially the Jews, and Germanize the country. For his part, Stalin 

a clear path to invade the Soviet Union, especially the fertile Ukraine region. wanted to r:capture Polish territory lostduring the First World Wa r. Over the 

next five years, millions ofPoles were arrested, depo1ted, enslaved, or murdered. 

To ensure that the Soviets did not interfere with his plans, Hitler camou­

~April and May 1940, the Russians executed some 22,000 Polish military offi­

flaged his virulent anticommunism on August 23, 1939, when he signed tlle 

cers to ensure that its conquered neighbor would never mount a rebellion. 

Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact with Josef Stalin, the antifascist Soviet pre­

In late November 1939, the Soviets invaded neighboring Finland, leading 

mier. The announcement of the treaty stunned a world that had understood 

President Roosevelt to condemn their "wanton disregard for law:· Outmm1bered 

fascism and communism to be enemies. The two tyrants agreed to divide 

.. . . •L - r~,··~~n~ tnr,l.- rnnst ofPoland, 
------- five to one, Finnish troops held off the invaders for tlu·ee months before being 
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posed into Pari_s. ~ght days late_r, French leaders surrendered, whereupon the 

REVISING THE NEUTRALITY ACT In September 1939, President 
Germans e~tabhshed a puppet fascist government in the city ofVichy. 

The rapid f~ll ofFrance stunned the world. In the UnitedStates, complacency
Roosevelt decided that the United States must do more to stop "aggressor" 

nations. He summoned Congress into special session to revise the Neutral­
about the Nazis turned to fear and even panic as people realized the Germans 

ity Act. "I regret that Congress passed the Act;' the president said. "I regret 
could eventually assault America. The Second World War was but ten months 

equally that I signed the Act:' old, yet <;;ennany ruled most of western Europe. Only the "neutral" nations of 

After six weeks of heated debate, Congress passed the Neutrality Act of 
Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland had av;ided the Nazi onslaught. Great Britain 

1939, which allowed Britain and France to send their ships to the United States 
now stood alone against Hitler's relentless military power. "The war is won;' an 

to bring back American military supplies. Public opinion supported such 
ecstatic Hitler bragged to Mussolini. "The rest is only a matter oftime:' 

measures as long as other nations did the actual fighting. 

WAR IN EUROPE The war in Europe settled into a three-month stale­ AGGRESSION IN EUROPE, 1935-1939 

mate during early 1940, as Hitler's generals waited out the winter. Then, in 

l!F NOR~it:J250 250 500 _:

the early spring, G~ny attacked again. At dawn on April 9, Nazi armies 
. ,• NORTH 

· SEA
occupied DiD-ma1J and landed along the Norwegian coa_st. German ~ar~­

troopers, !he first_ever used in warfare, seized Norway's airports. Denmark 

fell in a day, Norway within a few weeks. On May 10, German forces invaded d D 

RITAI 

USSR
the Low Countries-Belgium, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands (Holland). 

NET

Luxembourg fell the first day, the Netherlands three days later. Belgium lasted 

ATLANTIC
until May 28. 

. A few. days later, German tanks roared into northern France.).,The fight OCEAN 

beginning today;' Hitler declared, "decides the fate of the German nation for 

the next thousand years!" His brilliant Blitzkrieg ("lightning war") strategy 

centered on speed. Fast-moving columns of tanks, motorized artillery, and 

truck-borne infantry, all supported by warplanes and paratroopers, moved so 
-

fast that they paralyzed their stunned opponents. 

British and French troops sent to help the Belgians were forced to make 

a frantic retreat to the English-Channel coast, with the Germans in hot pur­
'! 9~ 

suit. On May 26, while German Panzer divisions (made up of tanks and other 
M ED I

armored vehicles) followed Hitler's surprising order to rest and refuel, Great 

Britain was able to organize a weeklong evacuation ofBritish and French sol­ ----
diers from the beaches at Dunkirk, on the northern French coast near the 

ALGERIA ia, 

border with Belgium. Despite attacks from German warplanes, some 338,000 ~·
CRErE 

S E A

defeated and demoralized soldiers escaped to England, leaving behind vast 

stockpiles ofvehicles, weaponry, and ammunition. "Wars are not won by evac­
- Aggressive moves by Axis powers 

EGYPT

uations;' observed Prime Minister Churchill, "but there was a victory inside D Axis powers 

this deliverance." • Keepi_ng in mi~d the terms of the Treaty of Versailles ending the First World War, 

explam why Hitler began his campaign of expansion by invading the Rhineland and
While the evacuation was unfolding, German forces decimated the remaining 

French armies. Tens of thousands ofpanicked French refugees clogged the roads the Sudetenland. 

to Paris. The crumbling French war effort prompted Italy's dictator, Mussolini, to W
hydid the German attack on Poland begin the Second World War, whereas

• 

- .,., _1-. t..~ ..l;r,.,,.,;
00"rl "" "t hP reactionary _ __...__ _ ~L-...!Hitler's previous invasions of Austria and Czechoslovakia did not? 
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outnumbering the RAF two to one. "Never has a nation been so naked before 

PREPARING AMERICA FOR WAR As Hitler's armies conquered 
its foes;' Churchill admitted. 

Europe, the United States found itself in no condition to wage war. After the 
Churchill became the symbol of Britain's determination to stop Hitler. 

First World War, the 1:!,S. Army was reduced_to a small force; by 1939_, i,t num­
With his bulldog face, ever-present cigar, and "V for Victory" gesture, he urged 

bered only 175,00Q. .By contrast, Germany had almost 5 million soldiers. In 
the British citizenry to make the war "their finest hour." He breailied defiance 

promoting "military preparedness;' President Roosevelt in May 1940 called 
while preparing for a German invasion, building fortifications, laying mines, 

for increasing the size of the an1n7 and producing 50,000 combat planes in 
digging trenches and fashioning tank traps, and mobilizing the population. 

1942, a seemingly outlandish goal, since Germany was producing only 15,000 
The British, he pledged, would confront Hitler's invaders with "blood, toil, 

warplanes that y~a!:, tears, and sweat." TI1ey would "never surrender." 

Roosevelt also responded to Winston Churchill's repeated requests for 
In July and August, 1940, the German air force (Luftwaffe) launched day 

assistance by increasing military sh ipments to Great Britain and promising to 
and night bombing raids against military targets across southeast England. 

provide all possible "aid to the Allies short of war." Churchill was focused on 
The pilots in the Royal Air Force (ilieir average age was twenty-three), with the 

one strategic objective: to convince, coax, bluff, charm, seduce, or frighten the 
benefit of radar, a secret new technology, fended off the German assault, ulti­

United States into entering the war. mately destroying 1,700 German warplanes. Hitler then ordered his bombers 

to target civilians and cities (especially London) in night raids designed toter­

THE MANHATTAN PROJECT Adding to Roosevelt's concerns was the 
rorize British civilians. In what came to be called "the Blitz" during September 

possibility tl1at Germany might have a secret weapon. TI1e famous physicist 
and October of 1940, the Germans caused massive damage in Britain's major 

Albert Ei1~ i_11.,_a Jewish Austrian refugeeL m Nazism, had alerted Roosevelt 
cities, destroying a million homes and killing 40,000 civilians. "The last three 

in the fall of 1939 that the-Gepnans 

were trying to creat<(atomic bombs. In 

June 1940, Roosevelt~ t up the National 

Defense Research Committee to coor­

dinate military research, including a 

top-secret effort to develop an atomic 

bomb-the Manhattan Project-before 

theGermansdid. Almost 200,000 peo-

--ple worked on tl1e Manhattan Project, 

including Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer, 

who led the team of distinguished sci­

entists scattered among thirty-seven 

secret facilities in thir teen states. 

THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN Hav­

ing conquered western Europe, Hitler 

began planning the invasion of Great 

Britain ("Operation Sea Lion"), sched­

uled for September 1940. The late 

summer brought the Battle of Britain, 

Winston Churchill Prime Minister of as ilie Germans first sought to destroy The London "Blitz" A n aerial photograph of London set aflame by German bombing 

Great Britain who led the nation during 
raids in 1940. Winston Churchill responde~. "We shall never surrender." 

Britain's Royal Air Force (RAF). The
the Second World War. 

Nazis deployed some 2,500 warplanes, 
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nights in London;' reported the U.S. ambassador to Great Britain on Septem­ ROOSEVELT'S THIRD TERM The isolationists sought to make the 1940 

ber 10, "have been simply hell:' presidential campaign a debate about the war. In June, just as France was fall­

The Blitz, however, enraged rather than demoralized the British people. ing to Germany, the Republicans nominated Wendell L. Willkie of Indiana, a 

A London newspaper headline summarized the nation's courage and defiant plainspoken corporate lawyer and former Democrat who had voted for Roosevelt 

mood: "Is That the Best You Can Do, Adolf?" The British success in the air in 1932. 

proved decisive, for in October 1940, Hitler gave up his invasion plans. It was Once the campaign started, Willkie warned that Roosevelt was a "war­

the first battle he had lost, and it was Britain's finest hour. monger" and predicted that "ifyou re-elect him you may expect war in April, 

194I:' Roosevelt responded that he had "said this before, but I shall say it again 

"ALL AID SHORT OF WAR" During 1940, Franklin Roosevelt began and again and again: Your boys are not going to be sent into any foreign wars:' 

a crucial campaign to convince Americans that isolationism was impractical In November 1940, Roosevelt won an unprecedented third term by 27 million 

and even dangerous. His phrase, all "aid short of war;' became the label for his votes to Willkie's 22 million and by an even more decisive margin, 449 to 82, in 

efforts to help Great Britain. The president was especially concerned about a the electoral college. Winston Churchill wrote Roosevelt that he had "prayed 

likely German invasion ofthe British Isles. "It is now most urgent;' Prime Min­ for your success and I am truly thankful for it." 

ister Churchill cabled Roosevelt, "that you let us have the destroyers" needed 

to stop such an invasion. "This is a thing to do now!" THE LEND-LEASE ACT Once reelected, Roosevelt found an ingenious 

To address the challenge, Roosevelt and Churchill, whose mother was an way to provide more military aid to Britain, whose cash was running out. The 

American, negotiated a trade on September 2, 1940, called the Destroyers for 

Bases Agreement, by which fifty old U.S. warships went to the British Royal 

Navy in return for allowing the United States to build military bases on British 

island colonies in the Caribbean. 

Two weeks later, on September 16, 1940, Roosevelt pushed through a 

reluctant Congress the first peacetime conscription (military draft) in Ameri­

can history. The Selective Training and Service Act required all 16 million men 

ages twenty-one to thirty-five to register for the draft at one of6,500 local draft 

boards. (The minimum ag~ was later reduced to eighteen.) 
L-----

A SAVAGE DEBATE The world crisis transformed Roosevelt. Having 

been stalemated for much of his second term by congressional opposition to 

the New Deal, he was revitalized by the need to stop Nazism. Yet his efforts to 

aid Great Britain and prepare America for war outraged isolationists. A prom­

inent Democrat remembered that the dispute between isolationists and so­

called interventionists was "the most savage politicai°debate during my lifetime." 

Isolationists, mostly midwestern and western Republicans, formed the 

America First Committee to oppose "military preparedness:' Charles Lind­

bergh, the first man to fly solo across the Atlantic ocean, led the isolationist 
Lend-lease Members of the isolationist "Mother's Crusade," urging defeat of the lend­

effort. To Lindbergh, Roosevelt's efforts to help Britain were driven primar­
lease program, kneel in prayer in front of the Capitol in Washington, D.C. They feared 

ily by Jews who owned "our motion pictures, our press, our radio, and our 
the program aiding America's allies would bring the United States into the wars in 

government:' Lindbergh assured Americans that Britain was doomed; they Europe and Asia. 

should join hands with Hitler. 
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the Soviet army, were captured. For four months, the Soviets retreated in the
Lend-Lease Act, introduced in Congress on January 10, 1941, allowed the 

face ofthe German blitzkrieg.
president to lend or lease military equipment to "any country whose defense 

Duringthe summer of1941, German forces surrounded Leningrad, nowcalled
the President deems vital to the defense of the United States." It was a bold 

St. Petersburg, and began a siege ofthe city. As weeks passed, food and supplies
challenge to the isolationists. As Senator Hiram Johnson ofCalifornia claimed, 

became scarce. Hw1ger alone would kill 800,000 people. Desperate people ate 
"This bill is war:' 

cats, dogs, rats, and even sawdust. As the bitterly cold winter set in, corpses were
Roosevelt responded to critics by arguing that "no nation can appease the 

left to freeze in the snow.Still, the soldiers and civilians held out. Leningrad became
Nazis. No man can turn a tiger in to a kitten by stroking if' The United States, 

known as the citythat refused to die. By December, 1941, other German armies had
he added, would provide everything the British needed while doing the same 

reached the suburbs ofMoscow, a thousand miles east ofBerlin.
for China in its war against Japan, all in an effort to keep Americans from 

To American isolationists, Germany's invasion of Russia confirmed that
going to war themselves. "We must again be the great arsenal of democracy;' 

America should stay out of the war and let two dreadful dictatorships bleed 
Roosevelt explained. Churchill shored up the president's efforts by announc­

each other to death. Roosevelt, however, insisted on including the Soviet Union
ing that Britain did not need American troops to defeat Hitler: "Give us the 

in the Lend-Lease agreement; he and Churchill were determined to keep the
tools and we will finish the job:' In early March, 1941, Congress approved the 

Russians fighting Hitler so that Hitler could not concentrate on Great Britain. 
Lend-Lease Act. "Let not the dictators ofEurope or Asia doubt our unanimity 

Gradually, Stalin slowed the Nazi advance by forcing the Russian people to
now;' Roosevelt declared. 

Between 1941 and 1945, the Lend-Lease program would ship $50 billion fight-or be killed by their own troops. During the Battle of Moscow, Soviet 

defenders showed their pitiless resolve by executing 8,000 civilians charged
worth ofsupplies to Great Britain, the Soviet Union, France, China, and other 

with "cowardice:'
Allied nations. The Lend-Lease Act was Roosevelt's most emphatic effort to 

Slowly, tl1e tide started to turn against tl1e Germans. By the winter of 1941-
move America from isolationism to interventionism and it gave a huge boost 

1942, Hitler's generals were learning the same bitter lesson that the Russians
to Br1tish morale. Churchill called it the most generous "act in the history of 

had taught Napoleon and the French in 1812. Invading armies must contend
any nation." 

not only with Russia's ferocious fighters and enormous population but also 

vast distances, deep snow, and subzero temperatures.
GERMANY INVADES THE SOVIET UNION While Americans 

continued to debate Roosevelt's efforts to help Great Britain, the European 

war expanded. In the spring of 1941,'-6-erman troops joined Italian soldiers THE ATLANTIC CHARTER By the late summer of 1941, the United 

States was no longer a "neutral" nation. In August, Roosevelt and Churchill drew
in Libya, forcing the British army in North Africa to withdraw to Egypt. In 

up a joint statement of "common principles" known as the Atlantic Charter.
April 1941, Nazi forces overwhelmed Yugoslavia and Greece. With Hungary, 

The agreement pledged that after the "final destruction of the Nazi tyranny;'
Romania, and Bulgaria also part of the Axis, Hitler controlled nearly all of 

tl1e victors would promote certain common values: the self-determination of
Europe. But his ambition was unbounded. 

On June 22, 1941, without warning, Hitler launched "Operation Bar­ all peoples, economic cooperation, freedom of the seas, and a new system of 

international security to be called the United Nations. Within weeks, eleven anti­
barossa;' a shocking invasion of the Soviet Union, his supposed ally. Hitler's 

Axis nations, including the Soviet Union, had endorsed the Atlantic Charter.
objective in turning on Stalin was his long-standing obsession to destroy 

communism, enslave the vast population of the Soviet Union, open up 

new lands for German settlement, and exploit Russia's considerable natural WAR IN THE ATLANTIC No so·oner had Roosevelt signed the Atlan­

tic Charter than U.S. warships came under fire. On September 4, 1941, the
resources. 

Greer was tracking a German submarine ("U-boat") off the coast of Iceland
Hitler's foolhardy decision was the defining moment of the European war. 

and sharing the information with British warplanes when it was attacked.
The 3 million German soldiers sent to the Soviet Union would eventually be 

Roosevelt seized the opportunity to tell Americans that the ship was the victim
worn down and thrown back. At first, however, the invasion seemed a great suc­

of an unprovoked attack. In response, he essentially began an undeclared war
cess, as the German armies raced across the vast plains of Ukraine and western 

in the Atlantic by ordering naval warships to provide protection for convoys all
Russia. Entire Soviet armies and cities were surrounded and destroyed. During 

the way to Iceland, allowing them to "shoot on sight" any German submarines.
the second half of 1941, an estimated 3 million Soviet soldiers, 50 percent of 
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WORLD WAR II MILITARY ALLIANCES, 1942 
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■ What was the Atlantic Charter? 
■ Compare and contrast the political/military alliances in the First World War with 

those in the Second World War. 
■ How were the German armies able to seize most of Europe so quickly? 

Six weeks later, on October 17, 1941, a German U-boat sank the American 
_warship Kearny. Eleven sailors were killed. "The shooting has started;' Roos­
evelt reported, "and history has recorded who fired the first shot:' Two weeks 
later, the destroyer Reuben James was torpedoed and sunk while escorting a 
convoy near Iceland, with a loss of 115 seamen. 

The sinkings spurred Congress to change the 1939 Neutrality Act by allowing 
merchant vessels to be armed and to enter combat zones and the ports ofnations 
at war ("belligerents"). Step by step, the United States had begun to engage in 

naval warfare against Nazi Germany. Still, Americans hoped to avoid all-out war. 

from Isolationism to Intervention 1169 

THE STORM IN THE PACIFIC 

In 1940, Japan and the United States had begun a series of moves that pushed 
them closer to war. Convinced that they were Asia's "leading race;' the Japanese 
had forced the helpless Vichy Erench government , under German ~ntrol, to 
~t the construction of Japanese airfields in French-controlled Indochina 
(now Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam). The United States responded with the 
Export -Control Act of July 2, 1940, which authorized President Roosevelt to 
restrict the export of military supplies and other strategic materials crucial to 
Japan. Three weeks later, on July 26, Roosevelt ordered that all Japanese assets 
in the United States be frozen and that oil shipments be stopped. 

THE TRIPARTITE PACT On September 27, 1940, the Imperial Japa­
nese government signed a Tripartite Pact with Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy, 
by which each pledged to declare war on any nation that attacked any of them. 
Roosevelt called the pact an "unholy alliance" designed to "dominate and 
enslave the entire human race:' Several weeks later, the United States expanded 
its trade embargo against Japan to include iron ore, copper, and brass, deliber­
ately leaving oil as the remaining bargaining chip. 

Without access to American prod­
ucts, Japan's expansionist plans stalled; 
more than half of its imports came 
from the United States. In July 1941, 
Japan announced that it was taking 
complete control of French Indochina 
in its effort to expand the "Empire of 
the Rising Sun" and gain access to the 
raw materials denied it by the United 
States. Roosevelt responded by restrict­
ing oil exports to Japan. He also closed 
the Panama Canal to Japanese shipping 
and merged the Filipino army with 
the U.S. Army. Time magazine claimed 
that Roosevelt was "waging the first 
great undeclared war in U.S. history:' 

THE ATTACK ON PEARL 
HARBOR On October 16, 1941, Hideki Tojo Prime minister and war 

minister of Japan simultaneously Hideki Tojo became the Japanese 
unti l 1944, one year before Japan's 

prime minister. Viewing war with the unconditional surrender. 
United States as inevitable, he ordered 
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JAPANESE EXPANSION BEFORE THE ATTACK 
ON PEARL HARBOR 
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■ Why did the Japanese want to control French Indochina and the Dutch East 

Indies? 
■ Why did Japan sign the Tripartite Pact with Germany and Italy? 

a powerful fleet of Japanese warships to prepare for a secret attack on the U.S. 
bases in Hawaii. The Japanese naval commander, Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto, 
knew that his country could not defeat the United States in a long war; its only 
hope was "to decide the fate of the war on the very first day" by launching a 

"fatal attack" on the U.S. Navy. 
On November 5, 1941, the Japanese asked the Roosevelt administration to 

end its embargo or "face conflict:' The American secretary ofstate, Cordell Hull, 
responded on November 26 that Japan must remove its troops from China 
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Explosion of the USS Shaw The destroyer exploded after being hit by Japanese 
warplanes at Pearl Harbor. The Shaw was repaired shortly thereafter and went on to 

earn eleven battle stars in the Pacific campaign. 

before the United States would lift its embargo. The Japanese then ordered a 
fleet of warships to begin steaming toward Hawaii. By this time, political and 
military leaders on both sides considered war inevitable. Yet Hull continued 
to meet with Japanese diplomats in Washington, privately dismissing them as 

being as "crooked as a barrel of fish hooks:' 
In late November, Roosevelt told his "war cabinet" that the United States or 

Great Britain was "hkely to be attacked,_perhaps next Mondai' He and others 
expected the Japanese to attack Singapore or the Philippines. The U.S. Navy 
Department sent an urgent message to its commanders in the Pacific: "Negoti­
ations with Japan .... have ceased, and an aggressive move by Japan is expected 

within the next few days:' 
Roosevelt staked his desperate hope for a peaceful solution on a last-minute 

message to Japan's Emperor Hirohito. "Both of us:' Roosevelt said, "have 
a sacred duty to restore traditional amity [cooperation] and prevent further 

death and destruction in the world:' 
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By the time Roosevelt's message arrived, Japanese warplanes were already 
headed for U.S. bases in Hawaii. In the early mornJ_ng ofS~nday, December Z, 
1941, Japanese lanes began bombing the unsuspecting U.S. fleet at Pearl Har­
bor. Of the eight American battleships, all were sunk or disabled, along with 
eleve~ other ships. Japanese bombers also destroyed 180 American warplanes. 
The raid, which lasted less than two hours, killed more than 2,400 American 
servicemen (mostly sailors) and civilians, and wounded nearly 1,200 more. 
At the same time that the Japanese were attacking Pearl Harbor, they were 
assaulting U.S. military facilities in the Philippines and on Guam and Wake 
islands in-the Pacific, as well as British bases in Singapore, Hong Kong, and 

Malaya. 
The surprise attack actually fell short of military success in two import­

ant ways. First, the bombers ignored the maintenance facilities and oil stor­
age tanks that supported the U.S. fleet, without which the surviving ships 
might have been forced back to the West Coast. Second, the Japanese missed 
the U.S. aircraft carriers that had left port a few days earlier. In the naval war to 
come, aircraft carriers, not battleships, would prove to be decisive. 

In a larger sense, the attack on Pearl Harbor was a spectacular miscalcula­
tion, for it brought the American isolationist movement to an abrupt end. Even 
the Japanese admiral who planned the attack had misgivings amid his officers' 
celebrations: "I fear that we have only succeeded in awakening a sleeping tigd' 

At half past noon on December 8, President Roosevelt delivered his war., 
message to Congress: "Yesterday, December 7, 1941-a date which will live in 
infamy-the United States of America was suddenly and deliberately attacked 
by naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan." He asked Congress to declare 
a "state of war:' The Senate approved the resolution twenty-five minutes after 
Roosevelt finished speaking; the House followed immediately thereafter. ..J 

Three days later, on December 11, Germany and Italy declared war on 
what Hitler called the "halfJudaized and the other halfNegrified" United States. 
After learning of the attack on Pearl Harbor, Hitler shouted that "it is impossible 
for us to lose the war:' The separate wars in Asia, Europe, and Africa had now 
become one global conflict. Roosevelt told the American people in a radio address 
that "it will not only be a long war. It will be a hard wal' Yet he assured everyone 

·that "we are going to win, and we are going to win the peace that follows:' 

·--------

ARSENAL OF DEMOCRACY 

Waging war against Germany and Japan required all of America's immense 
industrial capacity. On December 18, 1941, Congress passed the War Powers 
Act, which gave the president far-reaching authority to reorganize government 
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agencies and create new ones, regulate business and industry, and even censor 
mail and other forms of communication. With the declaration of war, men 
between the ages ofeighteen and forty-five were drafted. 

Some 16 million 1nen and several hundred thousand women served in the 
military during the war. The average American soldier or sailor in the Sec­
ond World War was twenty-six years old, stood five feet eight, and weighed 
144 pounds, an inch taller and eight pounds heavier than the typical recruit in 
the First World War. Only one in ten had attended college and only one in four 
had graduated from Mgh school. 

In 1940, Adolf Hitler had scoffed at the idea that the United States could 
produce 50,000 warplanes a year, claiming that America was nothing but 
"beauty queens, millionaires, and Hollywood:' His ignorance of America's 
industrial potential proved fatal. By the end of 1942, U.S. war production had 
already exceeded the combined output of Germany, Japan, and Italy. At an 
Allied planning conference in Iran in 1943, Josef Stalin raised a glass to toast 
"American productiorn, without which 
this war would have b,een lost." 

The War Production Board, cre­
ated by Roosevelt in 1942, directed the 
conversion of industries to war pro­
duction. In 1941, more than 3 million 
automobiles were manufactured in 
the United States; only 139 were built 
during the next four years, as automo­
bile plants began making huge nwnbers 
of tanks, jeeps, trucks,, and warplanes. 
"Something is happening that Hitler 
doesn't understand:' announced Time 
magazine in 1942. "It is tl1e Miracle of 
production:' 

In making the United States the 
"great arsenal of democracy:' the Roo­
sevelt administration transformed 
the nation's economy into the world's 
most efficient military machine. By War Production Board This 1942 poster 

1945, the year the war ended, the features caricatures of Mussol ini , 
Hitler, and Tojo, who-according toUnited States would be manufactur­
t he poster-will fall on thei r "axis" if ing half of the goods produced in the 
Americans continued their relent less 

world. American factories, many run­ production of mil itary equipment. 
ning twenty-four hours a day, seven 
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days a week, produced 300,000 warplanes, 89,000 tanlcs, 3 million machine Businesses and workers often grumbled about the wage and price con­

trols, and on occasion the government seized industries threatened by strikes.
guns, and 7 million rifles. 

Despite these problems, the effort to stabilize wages and prices succeeded. By the 

end ofthe war, conswner prices had risen about 31 percent, far better than the rise
FINANCING THE WAR To cover the war's huge cost (more than $3 

trillion in today's values), Congress passed the Revenue Act of 1942 (also of 62 percent during the First World War. 

called the Victory Tax). Whereas in 1939 only about 4 million people (about 

5 percent of the workforce) filed tax returns, the new act made most workers A CONSERVATIVE BACKLASH For all of the patriotism inspired by 

the war effort, criticism of government actions such as rationing increased
taxpayers. By the end of the war, 90 percent of workers were paying income 

with each passing year. In the 1942 congressional elections, Republicans
tax. Tax revenues covered about 45 percent of military costs from 1939 to 

gained forty-six seats in the House and nine in the Senate. During the 1940s,
1946; the government borrowed the rest, mostly through a massive promo­

a coalition ofconservatives from both parties dismantled "nonessential" New
tional campaign that sold $185 billion worth ofgovernment war bonds, which 

Deal agencies such as the Work Projects Administration (originally the Works
paid interest to purchasers. By the end of the war, the national debt was six 

Progress Administration), the National Youth Administration, and the Civil­
times what it had been at the start. 

The size of the federal government soared during the war. More than a ian Conservation Corps. 

dozen new federal agencies were created, and the number of civilian federal Organized labor, despite substantial gains in membership and power 

during the war, felt the impact ofthe conservative trend. In the spring of 1943,
workers quadrupled from 1 million to 4 million. Jobs were suddenly plenti­

ful as millions quit work to join the military. The nation's unemployment rate when 400,000 coal miners went on strike demanding a $2-a-daywage increase, 

conservatives in Congress passed, over Roosevelt's veto, the Smith-Connally 
plummeted from 14 percent in 1940 to 2 percent in 1943. 

People who had long lived on the margins of the economic system, espe­ War Labor Disputes Act, which authorized the government to seize plants and 

cially women, were now brought into the labor force. Srubborn pockets ofpov­ mines and keep them operating ifworkers went on strike. 

erty did not disappear, but for most civilians, especially those who had lost 

their jobs and homes in the Depression, the war spelled a better life. Some 
THE WAR AT HOME

24 million Americans moved during the war to take advantage of new job 
The Second World ·war transformed life at home as it was being fought abroad.

opportunities. Many headed to the West Coast, where shipyards and airplane 
Housewives went to work as welders and riveters, and farmers joined indus­

factories were hiring nonstop. 
trial unions. Some 3.5 million rural folk from the South left farms for cities. 

The federal government paid for a national day-care program for young chil­
ECONOMIC CONTROLS The need for the United States not only to 

dren to enable their mothers to work full-time. The dramatic changes required
equip and feed its own military forces but also provide massive amounts of 

by the war also caused unexpected changes in many areas of social life, the
food, clothing, and weapons to its allies created shortages of virtually all con­

impact ofwhich would last long after tl1e war's end.
sumer goods that caused sharp price increases. In 1942, Congress responded 

by authorizing the Office ofPrice Administration to set price ceilings. With prices 
WOMEN IN THE WAR The war marked a watershed in the status of

frozen, basic goods had to be allocated through rationing, with coupons doled 
women. During the war, nearly 350,000 women served in the Women's Army

out for limited amounts of sugar, coffee, gasoline, automobile tires, and meat. 
Corps (WAC), the navy's equivalent, Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergency

The government promoted patriotic conservation by urging every family 
Service (WAVES), the Marine Corps, the Coast Guard, and the Army Air Force.

to become a "fighting unit on the home front:' Posters featured slogans such as 
With millions of men going into military service, the demand for civil­

"Save Your Stuff to Make Us Tough;' "Use it up, wear it out, make it do, or do 
ian workers shook up old prejudices about gender roles. Sidney Hillman,

without;' and "Save Your Scraps to Beat the Japs:' People collected scrap metal 
appointed by Roosevelt to find workers for defense plants, announced that

and tin foil, rubber, and cardboard for military use. Households were even 
"war is calling on the women of America for production skills:' More tl1an

encouraged to save cooking fat, from which glycerin could be extracted to 
8 million women entered the civilian workforce. To help recruit women for

make explosives. 
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ofworkers, argued that America could not fight racism abroad while tolerat­

ing it at home, and championed the mass influx ofwomen into the once-male 

work force during the war. 

More than a half million African Americans left the South for better 

opportunities during the war years, and more than a million blacks nation­

wide joined the industrial workforce for the first time. Lured by jobs and 

higher wages in military-related plants and factories, African Americans from 

Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Louisiana headed west, where the dramatic 

expansion of defense-related jobs had significant effects on the region's popu­

lation. During the war years, the number ofAfrican Americans rose sharply in 

western cities such as Seattle, Portland, and Los Angeles. 

At the same time, the war provided a boon to southern textile mills by 

requiring millions ofmilitary uniforms. Manufacturing jobs led thousands of 

Women·ot the workforce, 1942 At the Douglas A ircraft Co~ny in Long Beach, 

Californ ia, three women assembl e the tail section of a Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress 

bomber. 

traditionally male jobs, the government launched a promotional campaign 

featuring the story of "Rosie the Riveter;' a woman named Rosina Bonavita, 

who excelled as a riveter at an airplane factory. 

Many men opposed the surge of women taking traditionally male jobs. 

A disgruntled male legislator asked who would handle traditional household 

tasks if women flocked to factories: "Who will do the cooking, the washing, 

the mending, the humble homey tasks to which every woman has devoted 

herself; who will rear and nurture the children?" Many women, however, were 

eager to escape the grinding routines of domestic life and earn good wages. 

A female welder remembered that her wartime job "was the first t ime I had a 

chance to get out of the kitchen and work in industry and make a few bucks. 

This was something I had never dreamed would happen:' 

AFRICAN AMERICANS While President Roosevelt focused on military 
Bi~otry at home During the Detroit Riots of 1943, pol ice officers do nothing when a 

strategy, his wife Eleanor focused on organizing the home front. She insisted 
white thug hits a black man. 

that the government's wartime partnership with business not neglect the needs 
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Black soldiers and sailors, assigned to racially segregated w1its, were 

initially excluded from combat units. They loaded ships, drove trucks, dug 

latrines, and handled supplies and mail. Black officers could not command 

white soldiers or sailors. Henry L. Stimson, the secretary of war, claimed that 

"leadership is not embedded in the negro race." Military bases had segregated 

facilities-and experienced frequent racial "incidents." 

In late 1944, however, the need for more troops led the government to 

revisit its racial policies. Under pressure from the African American commu­

nity as well as Eleanor Roosevelt, General Dwight Eisenhower, commander 

of the U.S. forces in Europe, agreed to let black volunteers fight in fifty-two 

all-black fifty-man platoons commanded by white officers. A black officer said 

the decision was "the greatest" for African Americans "since enactment of the 

constitutional amendments following the Civil War:' 

'foe black soldiers earned the reputation of being fierce fighters. 'foe same 

was true of some 600 African American pilots trained in Tuskegee, Alabama. 

The so-called Tuskegee Airmen flew more than 15,000 missions, and their 

unquestionable excellence spurred military and civilian leaders to desegregate 

the armed forces after the war. At war's end, however, the U.S. Army reim­

posed segregation. It would be several more years before the military was truly 

integrated. 

MEXICAN AMERICANS As rural dwellers moved west, many farm 

counties experienced a labor shortage. In an ironic about-face, local and fed­

Tuskegee Airmen The Tuskegee Airmen were the first African American military 
eral authorities who before the war had forced migrant laborers back across 

pilots. Here, the first graduates are reviewed at Tuskegee, Alabama, in 1941. 
the Mexican border now recruited them to harvest crops on American farms. 

The Mexican government would not consent to provide the laborers, however, 

Lmtil the United States promised to ensure them decent working and living con­

"dirt poor" sharecroppers and tenant farmers, many of them African Ameri­
ditions. The result was the creation of the bracero program in 1942, whereby 

cans, to leave the land for steady work in new mills and factories. Sixty of the 
Mexico agreed to provide seasonal farmworkers on year-long contracts. Under 

100 army camps created during the war were in southern states, further trans­
the bracero program, some 200,000 Mexican farmworkers entered the western 

forming local economies. During the war, the U.S. rural population decreased 
United States, mostly packed in cattle cars on trains. At least that many more 

crossed the border as undocumented workers.
by 20 percent. 

The rising tide ofMexican Americans in Los Angeles prompted a stream of 

RACIAL TENSION AT HOME The most volatile social issue ignited 
anti-Mexican editorials and ugly racial incidents. Even though some 300,000 

Mexican Americans served in the war and earned a higher percentage ofCon­
by the war was Afr ican American participation in the military. Although the 

armed forces were still racially segregated in 1941, African Americans rushed 
gressional Medals of Honor than any other minority group, racial prejudices 

to enlist after the attack on Pearl Harbor. As African American Joe Louis, 
still prevailed. In southern California, there was constant conflict between 

the world heavyweight boxing champion, put it, "Lots of things [are] wrong 
white servicemen and Mexican American gang members and teenage "zoot­

' Altogether, about a million 
suiters:' (Zoot suits were flamboyant clothing worn by some young Mexican 

with America, but Hitler ain't going to fix them: 

African Americans-men and women-served in the armed forces during 
American men. ) In 1943, several thousand off-dutysailors and soldiers, joined 
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Off to court Latinos dressed in zoo! suits are loaded onto a Los Angeles County 

Sheriff's bus for a court appearance in June 1943. 

Navajo code talkers The complex Navajo language made it impossible for the 

by hundreds of local whites, rampaged through Los JyJ,geles, assaulting His­
Germans and Japanese to decode American messages. Here, a code talker relays 

panics, African Americans, and Filipinos. The weeldong violence came to be 
messages for U.S. marines in the Battle of Bougainvi lle in t he South Pacific in 1943. 

called the "Zoot Suit Riots:' 

NATIVE AMERICANS IN THE MILITARY Indians supported the 
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST JAPANESE AMERICANS The attack 

war effort more fully than any other group in American society. Almost a third of 
on Pearl Harbor ignited a hw1ger for vengeance against the nisei-people of 

eligible Native American men served in the armed forces. Many others worked in 
Japanese descent living in the United States. Many Americans saw no difference 

defense-related industries, and thousands ofIndian women volunteered as nurses 
between the Japanese who attacked Pearl Harbor and Japanese Americans. As 

or joined the WAVES. As was the case with African Americans, Indians benefited 

from the experiences afforded by the war by gaining vocational skills and a Idaho's governor declared, "A good solution to the Jap problem would be to 

send them all back to Japan, then sink the island." 

greater awareness ofhow to succeed within mainstream society. 
Such hysteria helps explain why the U.S. government sponsored one of 

Why did so many Native Americans fight for a nation that had stripped 
the worst violations ofcivil liberties during the twentieth century, when more 

them of their land and ravaged their heritage? Some felt that they had no 

choice. Mobilization for the war effort ended many New Deal programs that than 120,000 nisei were forcibly removed from their homes and transported to 

ten "war relocation camps." Forced to sell their farms and businesses at great 

had provided Indians with jobs. At the same time, many viewed the Nazis and 
loss within forty-eight hours, ordered to bring with them only what they could 

Japanese warlords as threats to their own homeland. Whatever their motiva­
carry, the internees were sent by train and bus to ten barbed-wire enclosed 

tions, Indians distinguished themselves in the military. Unlike their African 
internment camps scattered across remote areas in the western states. They 

American counterparts, Indian servicemen were integrated into regular uni~,s 
lost not only their property but also their liberty. 

with whites. Perhaps their most distinctive role was serving as "code talkers : 
President Roosevelt initiated the relocation when he issued Executive 

every military branch used Indians, especially Navajos, to encode and deci­
Order 9066 on February 19, 1942, authorizing the forcible removal of all 

pher messages using Indian languages unknown to the Germans and Japanese. 
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it granted those nisei still living $20,000 each in compensation, a tiny amount 
ethnic Japanese living on the Pacific coast. It was perhaps his worst decision 

relative to what they had lost during four years ofconfinement.
as president. Roosevelt called his action a "military necessity" although not _a 

single incident of espionage involving Japanese Americans w~~ proved. As it 

turned out, more than 70 percent of those affected were U.S. c1t1zens. . 
THE ALLIED DRIVE TOWARD BERLIN

On Evacuation Day, Burt Wilson, a white schoolboy in Sacramento, Cali-

fornia, was baffled as soldiers ushered the nisei children out of his school: 
By mid-1942, the "home front" was hearing good news from Europe. U.S. naval 

We wondered what had happened. 'foey took somebody out of eighth forces had been increasingly successful at destroying German U-boats off 

grade, a boy named Sammy, who drew wonderful cartoons. He was my the Atlantic coast. Up to tl1at point, German submarines had sunk hlll1dreds of 

Allied cargo vessels, killing 2,500 sailors. Stopping the submarine attacks was
friend, and one day he was there and the next day he was gone. And 

that was very difficult for us to understand because we didn't see Sam­ important because the Grand Alliance-Great Britain, the United States, and 

the Soviet Union-called for tl1e ~feat of Germany.first. Defeating the Japanesi'I
my or any Japanese American-at least I didn't- as the enemy. 

_0llilclw.ilit.
Few if any nisei were disloyal. In fact, 39,000 Japanese A.n1ericans served in the 

armed forces during the war, and others worked as interpreters and translators. 

But all were victims of fear and racial prejudice. Not until 1983 did the gov­ WAR AIMS AND STRATEGY 

ernment acknowledge the injustice of the internment policy. Five years later, 
A major consideration for Allied military strategy was the fighting on the 

vast Eastern Front in the Soviet Union. During 1941-1942, the Nazis and 

Soviets waged colossal battles. 111e Soviet population-by far-bore the brunt 

of the war against the Nazis, leading Josef Stalin to insist that ilie Americans 

and British relieve the pressure on his troops by attacking the Germans in 

western Europe, thereby forcing Hitler to pull units away from the Russian 

Front. 
Meanwhile, with most of the German army deployed on the Russian Front, 

the British and American air forces, flying from bases in England, would bomb 

military and industrial targets in German-occupied western Europe, and espe­

cially in Germany itself, while American and British generals prepared plans 

to attack Nazi troops in Nortl1 Africa, Italy, and France. 

Franklin Roosevelt and Winston Churchill agreed that they needed to cre­

ate a second front in western Europe, but they could not agree on the ttming or 

location of an invasion. U.S. military planners wanted to attack the Germans 

in France before the end of 1942. The British, however, were wary of moving 

too fast. An Allied defeat on the French coast, Churchill warned, was "the only 

way in which we could possibly lose this war:' Finally, Roosevelt decided to 

accept Churchill's compromise proposal for a joint Anglo-American invasion 

of Nortl1 Africa, which was occupied by German and Italian armies not nearly 

as strong as those in Europe. 

A farewell to civil rights American troops escorted Japanese Americans by gunpoint 

to remote internment camps, some of which were horse- racing tracks, whose stables THE NORTH AFRICA CAMPAIGN On November 8, 1942, British 

served as housing. and American forces landed in Morocco_and Alge1ia on the North African 
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the y.s.troops "fought like veterans. They were well handled. We had enough 

c_g~st COperation Torch"). They were led by an untested, little-lrnown U.S. gen­
of what we needed. Everything meshed perfectly, and the end was inevita­

eral, Dwight D. Eisenhower. Farther east, British armies were pushing the Ger­
ble. . .. Tunisia has been a good warm-up field for our armies:' But, he added, 

mans--;;d Italians back across Libya. 
"the worst was yet to come." 

The Americans lost badly in early battles. In early 1943, however, Eisen­

hower, soon known by his nickname, "Ike;' found an audacious field com­
THE CASABLANCA CONFERENCE Five months earlier, in Janu­

mander in General George Patton, who said he loved war "more than my life:' 
ary 1943, Roosevelt, Churchill, and the Anglo-American military chiefs met at 

Armed with ivory-handled pistols and brimming with bravado, Patton showed 
a seaside resort near Casablanca, the largest city in French Morocco. It was a 

American troops how to fight a war of speed and daring. Corporal Morris 
historic occasion. No ~ .S. president had ever flown abroad while in office, and 

Zimmerman, a soldier fighting under Patton, wrote his mother from North 
none had ever visited Africa. . Stalin chose to stay in the Soviet Union, but he 

Africa, "This is your son reporting from the land ofArabs and wine, sticky flies 
sent a message which again urged the Allies to invade Nazi-controlled western 

and red sand. I have always wanted to cross an ocean to see what was on the 
Europe to relieve the pressure on the Russians. 

other side and darned if I didn't." 
At the Casablanca conference, the British convinced the Americans that 

Hammered from all sides and unable to retreat, some 250,000 Germans 
they should follow up the anticipated victory in North Africa with an assault 

and Italians surrendered on May 12, 1943, leaving all ofNorth Africa in Allied 
on the ItalianjslaE_d ofSicily before attacking Italy itself. Roosevelt and Chur­

control. The "continent had been redeemed;' said Winston Churchill. Ernie 
chill also decided to step up the bombing of Germany and to increase ship­

Pyle, a war correspondent embedded with the American army, reported that 
ments of military supplies to the Soviet Union and the Nationalist Chinese 

forces fighting the Japanese. 

Before leaving the Casablanca conference, Roosevelt announced, with 

Churchill's blessing, that the war would end only with the "unconditional sur­

render" ofail enemy nations. Tilis decision was designed to quiet Soviet suspi­

cions that the Americans and British might negotiate separately with Hitler to 

end the war in western Europe. The announcement also reflected Roosevelt's 

determination that "every person in Germany should realize that this time 

Germany is a defeated nation." Whatever its impact on Soviet morale or enemy 

resistance, however, the decision to require unconditional surrender ensured 

the destruction ofGermany and Japan that would create power vacuums along 

the western and eastern borders of the Soviet Union. 

THE BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC While fighting raged in North 

Africa, the Battle of the Atlantic reached its climax. Great Britain desperately 

needed more food and military supplies from the United States, but German 

submarines operating in groups called "wolfpacks" were sinking the Brit­

ish vessels transporting American goods faster than British shipyards could 

replace them. There could be no invasion of German-occupied France until 

the U-boat menace was defeated. By July 1942, some 230 Allied ships and 

almost 5 million tons ofwar supplies had been lost. "The only thing that ever 

Major General George 5. Patton Patton commanded the U.S. invasion of Sicily, the frightened me during the war;' recalled Churchill, "was the U-boat peril." 

By the end of 1942, however, the British and Americans had discovered 
largest amphibious action in the war up to that point. He believed that war "brings out 

all that is best in men." '~to defeat the U-boats. British experts cracked the German naval radio 
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codes, enabling Allied convoys to steer clear ofU-boats or to hunt them down 
with long-range warplanes (called "subchasers") and anti-submarine weap­
ons deployed on warships. New technology also helped, as sonar and radar 
allowed Allied ships to track submarines. Yet the best tactic against U-boats 
was to group cargo vessels into tightly bunched convoys so that warships could 
protect them more effectively. In May 1943, the Allies destroyed forty-one 
U-boats. Thereafter, the U-boats were on the defensive, and Allied shipping 

losses fell significantly. 

SICILY AND ITALY On July 10, 1943, following the Allied victory in 
North Africa, about 250,000 British and American troops landed on the coast 
of Sicily. General Eisenhower called it the "first page of the liberation of the 
European continent." The island was in Allied hands by August 17, bringing to 
an end Benito Mussolini's twenty years of fascist rule in Italy. 

On July 25, 1943, the Italian king had dismissed Mussolini as prime minis­
~ r and had him arrested. The new Italian government startled the Allies when 
it offered not only to surrender but also to switch sides. To prevent them from 

doing so, Hitler sent German armies into Italy. / 
TI1e Italian campaign thereafter became a series of stalemated gattle~ that 

left people wondering if it had been worth the cost. Winter came early to 
southern Italy, malting life even more miserable for the soldiers. TI1e Germans 
positioned themselves behind formidable defenses and rugged terrain that 
enabled them to slow the Allied advance to a crawl. "Italy was one hill after 
another:' said a U.S. soldier, "and when it was wet, you were either going up 
too slow or down too fast, but always the mud. And every hill had a German 
[machine] gun on if' Allied casualties soared as the stalemate continued. 

By February 1944, the two sides were, in the words of U.S. commander 
Mark W Clark, like "two boxers in the ring, both about to collapse:' Mussolini, 
plucked from prison by a daring German airborne commando. raid, became 
head of a puppet fascist government in northern Italy as Allied forces finally 
took control of the rest of the country. On June 4, 1944, the U.S. Fifth Army 
entered Rome, just two days before D-day on the coast of France. "We were 
woken by trucks moving through the street:' one overjoyed Italian remem-

. bered. "At first I thought it was the Germans, but then I heard American 

accents . .. . By dawn people were lining tl1e streets. I cried:' 

THE TEHRAN CONFERENCE Late in the fall of 1943, in Tehran, Iran, 

Churchill and Roo~evelt had their first joint meeting with Josef Stalin. Their 
discussions focused on the planned invasion of Nazi-controlled France and 
a simultaneous Russian offensive westward across eastern Europe. TI1e three 
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leaders agreed to create an international organizat ion-the United Nations­
to maintain peace after the war. Upon arriving back in the United States, Roo­
sevelt confided to Churchill his distrust of Stalin, saying that it was a "ticklish" 
business keeping the "Russians cozy with us" because of the tension between 
S£!!!munism and ~apjtalism. As General Eisenhower stressed, however, the 
fate ofBritain and the United States depended on the Soviets' survival as an ally. 
"The prize we seek;' he said in 1942, "is to keep 8 million Russians [soldiers] in 
the war:' 

THE STRATEGIC BOMBING OF EUROPE Months ofpreparation 
went into the long-anticipated Allied invasion of German-occupied France. 
While waiting for D-day (the day the invasion would begin), the U.S. Army 
Air Force tried to pound Germany into submission with an air campaign 
that dropped thousands of bombs and l<.illed some 350,000 civilians. Yet the 
air offensive failed to shatter either German morale or war-related produc­
tion. Many bombs missed their targets because of thick clouds, high winds, 
and inaccurate navigational systems, and many Allied planes were shot down. 
The bombing campaign, however, did force the Germans to commit precious 
resources to air-raid defense and eventually wore down their air force. With 
Allied air supremacy assured by 1944, the much-anticipated invasion of Hit­
ler's "Fortress Europe" could move forward. 

PLANNING AN I NVASION In early 1944, Dwight D. Eisenhower 
arrived in London with a new title: Supreme Commander of the Allied Expe­
ditionary Force (AEF) that would invade Nazi-controlled western Europe. 
Eisenhower faced enormous challenges, ranging from creating an effective 
command structure to handling disagreements between President Roosevelt 
and Prime Minister Churchill. 

Eisenhower also faced the daunting task of-planning Operation Overlord, 
_!he daring_.assault on Hitler's ''.Atlantic Wall;' a formidable arra of fortifica­
tions, mines, machine un_!,, b~rb~d wire, and ·5!gged beach obstacles alo~ 1e 
~ ch c~ ine_}.n attack by sea against heavily fortified defenders was the 

toughest of military operations. The planned invasion gave Churchill night­
mares: "When I think of the beaches . .. choked with the flower of American 
and British youth ... I see the tides running red with their blood. I have my 
doubts. I have my doubts:' 

For months, Eisenhower, neither an experienced strategist nor a combat 
commander, dedicated himself to planning the risky invasion and manag­
ing the complex political and military rivalries among the Allied leaders. Well­
organized and efficient, he was a high-energy perfectionist, impatient and 
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General Dwight D. Eisenhower Eisenhower visiting with U.S. paratroopers before they 

began the D-day assault in Operation Over lord. / 

often short-tempered with his staff. He attended to every detail, including the 
amassing of 5 million tons of military equipment and munitions and thou­
sands ofwarplanes and ships. 

As D-day approached, Eisenhower's chief of staff predicted only a fifty­
fifty chance of success. The seaborne invasion was the greatest gamble and 
most complex military operation in history. "I am very uneasy about the whole 
operation;' admitted Sir Alan Brooke, head of British forces. "It may well be 
the most ghastly disaster of the whole war:' Eisenhower was so concerned that 
he carried in his wallet a note to be circulated if the Allies failed. It read: "If 
any blame or fault attaches to the attempt, it is mine alone:' 

D-DAY AND AFTER Operation O~erlord succeeded in part because it 
surprised the Germans. The Allies made elaborate efforts-including the posi­
tioning of British decoy troops and making misleading public statements-to 
fool the Nazis into believing that the invasion would come at Pas-de-Calais, on 
the French-Belgian border, where the English Channel was narrowest. Instead, 
the landings would occur along fifty miles of shoreline in northern Normandy, 
a French coastal region almost 200 miles south. 
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On the blustery evening of °June 5, 1944, Eisenhower visited some of the 
16,000 American paratroopers preparing to drop behind the German lines in 
France. The soldiers, their faces blackened by burnt cork and heads shaved to 
resemble Indian warriors, noticed Eisenhower's concern and tried to lift his 
spirits. "Now quit worrying, General;' one of them said, "we'll take care of this 
thing for you:' A sergeant said, "We ain't worried. It's Hitler's turn to worry:' 
After the planes took off, Eisenhower returned to his car with tears in his eyes. 
He later confided to an aide: "I hope to God I know what I'm doing." As he got 
into bed that night, Winston Churchill, with tears running down his cheeks, 
asked his wife: "Do you know that by the time you wake up in the morning, 
20,000 men may have been killed?" 

As the planes carrying the paratroopers arrived over France, thick clouds 
and German anti-aircraft fire disrupted the formations. Some soldiers were 
dropped miles from their landing sites, some were dropped far out at sea, 
and some were dropped so low that their parachutes never opened. Yet 
the U.S. 82nd and 101st Airborne Divisions outfought three German divi­
sions during the chaotic night and prepared the way for the main invasion by 
destroying bridges and capturing artillery positions and key road junctions. 

Donald Burgett, a nineteen-year-old paratrooper in the 101st Airborne 
Division, recalled dropping into France in the dark of night and being alone: 
"My throat went dry and I swallowed, but nothing went down. My heart 
pounded, sending blood throbbing through my temples and causing a weak­
feeling in the pit of my stomach:' But he had no time for fear. As he stum­
bled upon others who had survived the landing, they soon found tl1emselves 
embroiled in combat. 

THE NORMANDY LANDINGS As the gray, misty light of dawn 
broke on D-day, June 6, 1944, the biggest invasion fleet in history- some 5,300 
Allied ships carrying 370,000 soldiers and sailors- filled the horizon off the 
Normandy coast. Sleepy German soldiers guarding the beaches awoke to see 
the breatl1taking array of ships. "I saw an armada like a plague of locusts:' said 
a German officer. "The number of ships was uncountable:' 

Major battles often depend on luck. (When asked what kind of generals 
he preferred, Napoleon said "lucky ones.") Eisenhower was lucky on D-day, 
for the Germans misinterpreted the Normandy landings as a diversion for the 
"real" attack at Pas-de-Calais. It helped that the German commander, Field 
Marshal Erwin Rommel, assuming that the weather was too rough for an inva­
sion, had gone home to Germany to celebrate his wife's June 6 birthday. "How 
stupid of me;' Rommel said when he heard the news. "How stupid of me!" By 
one in the afternoon, he was racing back to France. 
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ing cries for help. "As our boat touched sand and the ramp went down;' Private 

Harry Parley remembered, "I became a visitor to Hell" as German gunners 

fired on the attacking soldiers. 

The first U.S. units ashore at Omaha Beach, beneath 130-foot-tall cliffs 

defended by German machine guns and mortars, lost more than 90 percent 

of their men. In one company, 197 of the 205 men were killed or wounded 

within ten minutes. Officers struggled to rally the exhausted, bewildered troops 

pinned down on the beach. "Two kinds of men are staying on this beach;' 

shouted cigar-smoking Colonel George Taylor on Omaha Beach. "The dead and 

those who are going to die. Get up! Move in! Goddammit! Move in and die! 

Get the hell out of here!" He then began to run forward and his men followed, 

stumbling across the deadly beach into the dunes. 

Inch by inch, backed by waves of reinforcements, the U.S. soldiers pushed 

across the beach and up the cliffs. By nightfall, 170,000 Allied soldiers-57,000 

ofthem Americans-were scattered across fifty miles ofwindswept Normandy 

coastline. So too were the bodies of some 10,724 dead or wounded Allied
The landing at Normandy D-Day, June 6, 1944. Before they could huddle under a 

seawall and begin to dislodge the Nazi defenders, U.S. soldiers on Omaha Be.fch had soldiers. 
to cross a fifty-yard stretch that exposed them to machine guns housed in concrete On June 13, a week after the Normandy landings, Erwin Rommel, the Ger­

bunkers. man commander, told his wife that the "battle is not going at all well for us:' 

Within three weeks, the Allies had landed more than 1 million troops, 566,000 

tons ofsupplies, and 171,000 vehicles. "Whether the enemy can still be stopped
When Hitler learned of the Allied landings, he boasted that "the news 

couldn't be better. As long as they [the Allied armies] were in Britain, we at this point is questionable;' German headquarters near Paris warned Hitler. 

couldn't get at them. Now we have them where we can destroy them:' In the "The enemy air superiority is terrific and smothers almost every one of our 

movements. . . . Losses in men and equipment are extraordinary:•
United States, word that the long-anticipated liberation of Nazi Europe had 

begun captured the nation's attention. Businesses closed, church bells tolled, Operation Overlord was the greatest seaborne invasion in the annals of 

and traffic was stopped so that people could pray in the streets. Stalin cabled to warfare, but it was small when compared with the offensive launched by the 

Soviet army in Russia a few weeks later. Bet~een June and August 1944, the
Churchill and Roosevelt that the news brought "joy to us air' 

Soviets killed, wounded, or captured more German soldiers (350,000) than
Resilience and creativity are crucial virtues amid the confusion ofgreat bat­

tles (the "fog of war"), which rarely go according to plan. Despite Eisenhower's were stationed in all of western Europe. 

Still, the Normandy invasion was a turning point in the war. With the
meticulous preparations, the huge operation almost failed. During the first day, 

foul weather and rough seas caused injuries and nausea and capsized dozens of beachhead secured, the Allied leaders knew that victory was just a matter of 

ti.me, as Hitler's armies were caught between the Soviets advancing from the
landing craft. More than 1,000 men, weighed down by seventy pounds ofequip­

east and the Allied forces from the west. "What a plan!" Churchill exclaimed to 
_ment, drowned as they stepped off landing craft into water up to their necks. 

the British Parliament. Even Stalin applauded the invasion's "vast conception
Some of the boxy, flat-bottomed landing craft delivered their often seasick 

troops to the wrong locations. "We have landed in the wrong place;' shouted and masterly execution:' 

For all of the Allied success, however, Eisenhower privately struggled with
fifty-six-year-old Brigadier General Theodore Roosevelt Jr. (son of the former 

the daily casualty reports. "How I wish this cruel business of war could be 
president), who would receive the Medal of Honor for his courage that day. 

"But we will start the war from here." completed quickly;' he wrote his wife. "War demands real toughness of fiber­

The noise was deafening as shells exploded across the beach and in the not only in the soldiers [who] must endure, but in the homes that must sacri­

fice their best."surf. The bodies of the killed, wounded, and drowned piled up amid wrench-
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THE LIBERATION OF PARIS It would take seven more weeks and 
37,000 more lives for the Allied troops to gain control of Normandy; the Ger­
mans lost more than twice that many, and some 19,000 French civilians were 
killed. Then, on July 25, 1944, American armies brokie out from Normandy 
and headed east toward Paris. On August 15, a joint American-French inva­
sion force landed on the Mediterranean coast and raced up the Rhone Valley 
in eastern France. 
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German resistance collapsed after only ten weeks of ferocious fighting. On 
D-day, one German unit, the 21st Panzer Division, boasted 12,000 men and 
127 tanks; ten weeks later, having retreated across France, it had 300 men and 
just 10 tanks. A division of the Free French Resistance, aided by American 
units, had the honor ofliberating Paris on August 25. As U.S. soldiers marched 
through the cheering crowds, areporter said that he had never "seen in any 
place such joy as radiated from the people of Paris this morning:' 

By mid-September, most ofFrance and Belgium had been cleared ofGerman 
troops. Meanwhile, the Soviet army moved relentlessly westward along a 1,200-
mile front, pushing the Germans out ofRussia. Between D-day and the end of 
the war in Europe a year later, 1.2 million Germans were killed and wounded. 

ROOSEVELT'S FOURTH TERM In 1944, amid the largest war in his­
tory, the calendar required another presidential election. The Republicans 
nominated New York governor Thomas E. Dewey, who argued that it was time 
for a younger man to replace the "tired" Democratic leader. Voters, however, 
preferred the seasoned Franklin Roosevelt. On November 7, 1944, the presi­
dent was elected for a fourth term, this time by a popular vote of 25.6 million 
to 22 million and an electoral vote of 432 to 99. 

THE RACE TO BERLIN By the time Franklin Roosevelt was reelected, 
Allied armies were approaching the German border from the east and west. Chur­
chill, worried that if the Soviets arrived first in Berlin, the German capital, Stalin 
would control the postwar map ofEurope, urged Eisenhower to beat the Soviets to 
Berlin. Eisenhower, however, decided it was not worth the estimated 100,000 
Americans who would be killed or wounded in such an operation . 

THE YALTA CONFERENCE As the Allied armies converged on Ber­
lin, Stalin hosted Roosevelt and Churchill at the Yalta Conference (Febru­
ary 4-11, 1945) in Crimea, on the Black Sea. The leaders agreed that, once 
Germany surrendered, the Soviets would occupy eastern Germany, and the 
Americans and British would control western Germany. Berlin, the German 
capital within the Soviet zone, would be subject to joint occupation. The 
Americans and British later created a fourth occupation zone in Germany for 
the French to administer. 

Stalin's goals at Yalta were to retrieve former Russian territory transferred 
to Poland after the First World War and to impose Soviet control over the 
countries of eastern and central Europe. Roosevelt, exhausted and in failing 
health, agreed to Stalin's proposals because he needed the Soviets to support 
the creation of a new international peacekeeping organization, the United 
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Nations, and to help defeat Japan. Military analysts estimated that Japan could 
hold out for eighteen months after the defeat of Germany unless the Soviets 
joined the war in the Pacific. Stalin agreed to do so but the price was high: he 

demanded territories from Japan and China. 
Roosevelt and Churchill got Stalin to sign the Yalta Declaration of Liber­

ated Europe, which called for free and open elections in the liberated nations of 
eastern Europe. Nevertheless, the wily Stalin would fail to live up to his prom­
ises. When the Red Army "liberated" Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, Czecho­
slovakia, Poland, and eastern Germany, it plundered and sent back to Russia 
anything ofeconomic value, dismantling thousands of factories and mills and 
rebuilding them in the Soviet Union. To ensure control over eastern Europe, 
the Soviets shipped off to prison anyone who questioned the new Communist 
governments they created. 

Roosevelt viewed the Yalta meeting as a test of whether the wartime alli­
ance between the United States and the Soviet Union would survive once the 
conflict ended. He staked his hopes for postwar cooperation on ~reation of 
the United Nations (UN). 

At Yalta, the "Big Three" agreed to 
hold organizational meetings for the 
UN beginning on April 25, 1945. Like 
Woodrow Wilson, Roosevelt was deter­
mined to replace America's "outdated" 
isolationism with an engaged interna­
tionalism. But to get Stalin's approval 
of the UN, Roosevelt gave in to his 
demands for territory held by Japan in 
northeast Asia. 

Republicans later savagely attacked 
Roosevelt for "giving" eastern Europe 
over to Soviet domination. Some blamed 
his behavior on his declining health. 
(He would die in a few weeks.) But 
even a robust Roosevelt could not have 
dislodged the Soviet army from its 
control of eastern Europe. TI1e course 

The Yalta Conference Churchil l, ofthe war shaped the outcome at Yalta, 
Rooseve lt, and Stalin (with their not Roosevelt's failed diplomacy. The 
respective foreign ministers behind United States had no real leverage. As 
them) confer on plans for the postwar 

a U.S. diplomat admitted, "Stalin held world in February 1945. 
all the cards." "I didn't say the result 
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was good;' Roosevelt said after returning from the Yalta Conference. "I said it 

was the best I could do:' 

DEATH OF A PRESIDENT By early 1945, Nazi Germany was on the 
verge of defeat, but sixty-three-year-old Franklin Roosevelt would not live to 
join the victory celebrations. In the spring of 1945, he went to the "Little White 
House" in Warm Springs, Georgia, to rest up for the conference that would 
create the United Nations. On the morning of April 12, 1945, he complained 
of a headache but seemed to be in good spirits. It was nearly lunchtime when 
he said to an artist painting his portrait, "Now we've got just about 15 min­
utes more to work:' TI1en, as she watched him reading some documents, he 
groaned, saying that he had "terrific pain" in the back of his head. Suddenly he 
slumped over and fell into a coma. He died two hours later. 

On hand to witness the president's death was Lucy Mercer Rutherford, 
the woman with whom Roosevelt had an affair thirty years before. Eleanor 
Roosevelt was in Washington, D.C., when Franklin died, unaware of the pres­
ident's guest. Although Franklin had promised in 1918 to end all communica­
tions with Mercer, he had in fact secretly stayed in touch, even enabling her to 

attend his presidential inauguration in 1933. 
Roosevelt's death shocked and saddened the world, in part because few 

people were aware that he was sick. Even his sharpest critics were devastated. 
Ohio senator Robert Taft, known as "Mr. Republican;' called Roosevelt's 
death one of the worst tragedies in the nation's history. "The President's death 
removes the greatest figure of our time at the very climax of his career. . . . 
He dies a hero of the war, for he literally worked himself to death in the 
service of the American people." By contrast, Hitler viewed Roosevelt's death 
as a "great miracle:' "TI1e war is not lost;' he told an aide. "Read it. Roosevelt 

is dead!" 
A U.S. soldier was on a warship in the Pacific when he heard the news of 

Roosevelt's death. "I felt a great sense of loss;' he said, for Roosevelt had been 
president almost all his life. "He was our leader, but he was also, in some way, 
our friend." In the short term, he worried about the military implications of 
Roosevelt's death. "How will we go on fighting the war when our Commander 

in Chief is dead?" 

THE COLLAPSE OF NAZISM Adolf Hitler's shrinking Nazi empire 
collapsed less than a month later. In Berlin on April 28, as Soviet troops pre­
pared to enter the city, Hitler married his mistress, Eva Braun, in an under­
grow1d bunker. That same day, Italian freedom fighters captured Mussolini 
and his mistress. Despite his plea to "Let me live, and I will give you an empire;' 
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May 8, 1945 The celebration in New York City's Times Square on V-E day. 

Mussolini and his mistress were shot and hung by their heels from a girder 
above a Milan gas station. On April 30, Hitler and his wife retired to their 
underground bedroom, where she poisoned herself and he put a bullet in his 
head. Their bodies were taken outside, doused with gasoline, and burned. 

On May 2, Berlin fell. Axis forces in Italy surrendered the same day. Five 
days later, on May 7, the chief of staff of the German armed forces agreed to 
unconditional surrender. So ended Nazi domination ofEurope, little more than 
twelve years after Hitler had come to power proclaiming his "Thousand-Year 
Reich:' 

On May 8, V-E day ("Victory in Europe") generated massive celebrations. 
In Paris, an American bomber pilot flew his plane through the Eiffel Tower. 
In New York City, 500,000 people celebrated in the streets. But the elation was 
tempered by the ongoing war against Japan and the immense challenges of 
helping Europe rebuild. The German economy had to be revived, a new demo­

. cratic government had to be formed, and millions ofdisplaced Europeans had 
to be clothed, housed, and fed. 

THE HOLOCAUST The end of the war in Europe revealed the horrific 
extent of the Holocaust, Hitler's systematic effort to destroy the Jews and 
other racial, political, sexual, and religious "undesirables;' including Com­
munists and prostitutes. Reports of the Nazis' methodical slaughter of Jews 
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had appeared as early as 1942, but the gruesome stories seemed beyond belief 
until the Allied armies liberated the hundred or so "death camps" where the 
Germans had imposed their shocking "Final Solution": the wholesale extermi­
nation ofsome 6 million Jews, along with more than 1 million other captured 
peoples. At the Auschwitz-Birkenau camp in Poland, 865,000 were killed as 
soon as they arrived, and up to 6,000 were gassed in a single day. 

The Allied troops were appalled by what they discovered in the huge exter­
mination camps. Bodies were piled as high as buildings; survivors were living 
skeletons. General Eisenhower reported to his wife that the evidence of "star­
vation, cruelty, and bestiality were so overpowering as to leave me a bit sick:' 

American officials, even some Jewish leaders, had dragged their feet in 
acknowledging the Holocaust during the war for fear that relief efforts for Jew­
ish refugees might stir up anti-Semitism at home. Under pressure, President 
Roosevelt had set up a War Refugee Board early in 1944. It managed to res­
cue about 200,000 European Jews and some 20,000 others. But the president 
refused appeals to bomb the concentration camp at Auschwitz, arguing that 
the Nazis would simply build another one. Overall, the Allied response to the 

Holocaust survivors American troops liberate survivors of t he Mauthausen 

concentration camp in May 1945. The Nazis tattooed the prisoners with identification 
numbers on thei r wrists or chests, as seen on the man at left. 
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Nazi atrocities was inept at best and disgraceful at worst. In 1944, Churchill 

called the Holocaust the "most horrible crime ever committed in the history of 

the world." He did not know at the time that Stalin's death camps killed more 

people than Hitler's. 

THE PACIFIC WAR 

For months after the attack on Pearl Harbor at the end of 1941, the news from 

the Pacific was "all bad;' as President Roosevelt acknowledged. With stunning 

speed, the Japanese captured numerous territories in Asia, including the Brit­

ish colonies of Hong Kong, Burma, Malaya, and Singapore, and the French 

colony ofindochina. "Everywhere in the Pacific;' said Winston Churchill, "we 

were weak and naked:' 

THE PHILIPPINES In the Philippines, U.S. forces and their Filipino 

allies were overwhelmed by Japanese invaders. On April 10, 1942, the Japanese 
General Douglas MacArthur MacArthur theatrically coming ashore at the island of 

gathered some 12,000 captured American troops along with 66,000 Filipinos Leyte in the Phi lippines, October 1944. 

and forced them to march sixty-five miles in six days up the Bataanyeninsula. 

Already underfed, ravaged by tropical diseases, and provided witf1 little food 
Japanese military radio code, allowing Admiral Chester Nimitz, commander

and water, the prisoners were brutalized in what came to be known as the 
of the U.S. central Pacific fleet, to learn where Yamamoto's fleet was heading.

Bataan Death March. Those who fell out ofline were bayoneted or shot. Others 
The first Japanese attack hit Midway hard on June 4, 1942, but at the cost

were beaten, stabbed, or shot for no reason. More than 10,000 died along the 
of about a third of their warplanes. American planes from the Yorktown and

way. News ofthe Bataan Death March outraged Americans and contributed to 

the Pacific war's ferocious emotional intensity and mutual atrocities. Enterprise then struck back, crippling the Japanese fleet. The Battle ofMidway 

was the first major defeat for the Japanese navy in 350 years and the turn­
By the summer of 1942, Japan had seized control of a vast Asian empire 

ing point of the Pacific war. The American victory blunted Japan's military
and was on the verge ofassaulting Australia when its naval leaders succumbed 

momentum, eliminated the threat to Hawaii, and bought time for the United 
to what one admiral called "victory disease:' Intoxicated with easy victories 

States to organize its massive industrial productivity for a wider war.
and lusting for more, they pushed into the South Pacific, intending to isolate 

Australia and strike again at Hawaii. 
MAcARTHUR,S PACIFIC STRATEGY American and Australian 

forces were jointly under the command of the imperious General Douglas 
CORAL SEA AND MIDWAY Dming the spring of 1942, U.S. forces in 

MacArthur, a military genius with tremendous willpower and courage who 
the Pacific finally had some success. In the Battle of the Coral Sea (May 2-6, 

constantly irritated his superiors in Washington with his "unpleasant person­
1942), U.S. naval warplanes forced a Japanese fleet headed toward the island of 

ality" and his repeated efforts to embellish his image. MacArthur had retired 
New Guinea to turn back after sinking an aircraft carrier and destroying seventy 

in 1937 but was called back into service in rn id-1941 , in part because he was 
. planes. such a brilliant strategist. ln 1942, he assumed command of the Allied forces 

A few weeks later, Admiral Yamamoto steered his main Japanese bat­
in ilie southwest Pacific.

tle fleet of eighty-six warships toward Midway, the westernmost of Hawaii's 
On August 7, 1942, after first pushing the Japanese back in New Guinea, 

inhabited islands, from which he hoped to strike Pearl Harbor again. This 
~lacArthur landed 16,000 U.S. Marines on Guadalcanal Island, one of 

time, however, the Japanese were taken by surprise. Americans had broken the 
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the so-called Solomon Islands, where the Japanese had built an air base. 
The U.S. commander was optimistic that his undersupplied troops could defeat 
the entrenched Japanese, even though, he said, there were "a hundred reasons 
why this operation should fail." But it did not fail. TI1e savage fighting on Gua­
dalcanal lasted through February 1943 but resulted in the Japanese army's first 
defeat and a loss of 20,000 men, compared to 1,752 Americans. "I had never 
heard or read of this kind offighting;' said a U.S. Marine. "TI1ese people refuse 
to surrender:' 

The Japanese were skilled defensive fighters who rarely surrendered, and 
they controlled most of the largest islands in the Pacific. Their suicidal intensity 
led General MacArthur and Admiral Nimitz to adopt a shrewd "leapfrogging" 
strategy whereby they focused on the most important islands and used airpower 
and sea power to bypass the others, leaving the isolated Japanese bases to "wither 
on the vine;' as Nimitz put it. For example, when U.S. warplanes destroyed the 
Japanese airfield at Rabaul in eastern New Guinea, 135,000 Japanese tro~s were 
left stranded on the island, cut off from resupply by air or sea. What1he Allies 
did to Rabaul set the pattern for the "island-hopping" strategy in the Pacific. 

BATTLES IN THE CENTRAL PACIFIC On June 15, 1944, just days 
after the D-day invasion, U.S. forces liberated Tinian, Guam, and Saipan, 
three Japanese-controlled islands. Saipan was strategically important because 
it allowed the new American B--29 "Superfortress" bombers to strike Japan 
itself. The struggle for the island lasted three weeks. Some 20,000 Japanese 
were killed compared to 3,500 Americans. But 7,000 more Japanese soldiers 
committed suicide upon the order of their commanding general, who killed 
himself with his sword. 

General MacArthur's forces invaded the Japanese-held Philippines on 
October 20. The Japanese, knowing that the loss of the Philippines would cut 
them off from essential raw materials, brought in warships from three direc­
tions to battle the U.S. fleet. 

TI1e four battles fought in the Philippine Sea from October 23 to Octo­
ber 26, 1944, came to be known collectively as the Battle ofLeyte Gulf, the larg­
est naval engagement in history and the worst Japanese defeat ofthe war. Some 
216 U.S. warships converged to engage 64 Japanese ships. By the end ofthe first 
day, 36 Japanese warships, including 4 aircraft carriers, had been destroyed. 

The Battle of Leyte Gulf included the first Japanese kamikaze ("divine 
wind") attacks, in which young suicide pilots deliberately crashed their bomb­
laden planes into American warships. From the fall of 1944 to the war's end 
in the summer of 1945, an estimated 4,000 kamikaze pilots died on suicide 
missions. One in seven hit an American ship, thirty-four of which were sunk. 
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WORLD WAR II IN THE PACIFIC, 1942-1945 
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Equator 

.. 
__. Major Allied naval offensives 
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AUSTRALIA __. Japanese advances 
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■ What was MacArthur's "leapfrogging" strategy? Why were the battles in the 
Marianas a major turning point in the war? 

■ What was the significance of the Battle of Leyte Gulf? 
■ How did the battle at Okinawa affect both Japanese and American military 

strategists thereafter? 

"Kamikazes just poured at us, again and again;• a sailor remembered. "It scared 
the shit out of us:' 

As MacArthur waded ashore with the U.S. troops liberating the Philippines, 
he reminded reporters ofhis 1942 pledge- "! shall return"- when he was evacu­
ated from the islands in the face of the Japanese invasion. Now he announced 
with great fanfare: "People of the Philippines, I have returned! The hour of 
your redemption is here .... Rally to me:' 
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A WAR TO THE DEATH 1he closer the Allied forces got to Japan, the fiercer 
the resistance they encountered. While fighting continued in the Philippines, 
30,000 U.S. Marines landed on lwo Jima, a volcanic atoll 760 miles from Tokyo. 
The Americans thought lwo Jima was needed as a base for fighter planes to 
escort bombers over Japan. 1he Japanese fought with suicidal intensity, and it 
took nearly six weeks to secure the tiny island at a cost of nearly 7,000 Amer­
ican lives-and 21,000 of the 22,000 Japanese soldiers. In the end, the furious 

battle was fought for an air base that never materialized. 
1he assault on the Japanese island of Okinawa, which began on Easter 

Sunday, April 1, was even bloodier. Only 360 miles from the main Japanese 
islands, Okinawa was strategically important because it would serve as the 
staging area for the planned Allied invasion of Japan. The conquest of Oki­
nawa was the largest amphibious operation of the Pacific war, involving some 
300,000 troops and requiring almost three months of brutal fighting. More 
than 150,000 Japanese were killed; the remaining 7,871 were either captured 
or surrendered. A third of U.S. pilots and a quarter of submariners lost their 

lives at Okinawa. 
As the fighting raged on Okinawa, Allied commanders bega~lanning 

Operation Downfall- the invasion of Japan itself. To weaken tne Japanese 
defenses, destroy their war-related industries, and erode civilian morale, the 
Allied command began bombing raids in the summer of 1944. In early 1945, 
General Curtis Lemay, head of the U.S. Bomber Command, ordered devastat­
ing "firebomb" raids upon Japanese cities: "Bomb and burn 'em till they quit:' 

On March 9, some 300 B-29 bombers dropped napalm bombs on Tokyo. 
1h e attack incinerated sixteen square miles ofthe city and killed some 100,000 
people while rendering a million homeless. By then, American military lead­
ers had lost all moral qualms about targeting civilians. The kamikaze attacks, 
the Japanese s~vagery toward prisoners of war, the burning of Manila that 
killed 100,000 civilians, and the "rape" of China had eroded almost all sym­
pathy for the island nation. By August 1945, si.xty-six Japanese cities had been 
firebombed. Secretary ofWar Henry Stimson called the lack of public outcry 
in the United States over the raids "appalling." 

THE ATOMIC BOMB Still, the Japanese leaders showed no willingness 
to surrender. In early 1945, new U.S. president Harry S. Truman learned of the 
first successful test of an atomic bomb in New Mexico. Now that military plan­
ners knew the bomb would work, they selected two Japanese cities as targets. 
The first was Hiroshima, a port city and army headquarters in southern Japan. 
On July 25, 1945, Truman, who knew nothing about the devastating effects of 
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The aftermath of Little Boy This image shows the waste land that remained after the 

atomic bomb "Little Boy" decimated Hiroshima, Japan, on Aug ust 6, 1945. 

radiation poisoning, ordered that the atomic bomb be used if Japan did not 
surrender before August 3. 

Although an intense debate emerged over the decision to drop the bomb­
spurred by Truman's chief of staff, Admiral William D. Leahy, who argued that 
the "Japanese were already defeated and ready to surrender" - Truman said that 
he "never had any doubt that it should be used:' He later recalled that "we faced 
half a million casualties trying to take Japan by land. It was either that or the atom 
bomb, and I didn't hesitate a minute, and I've never lost any sleep over it since:' 

To Truman and others, the use ofatomic bombs seemed a logical next step 
to end the war. As it turned out, scientists greatly underestin1ated the physi­
cal effects of the bomb. Their prediction that 20,000 people would be killed 
proved much too low. 

In mid-July 1945, the Allied leaders met in Potsdam, Germany, near Berlin. 
There they issued the Potsdam Declaration. In addition to outlawing Nazism, 
it demanded that Japan surrender by August 3 or face "prompt and utter 
destruction:' Truman left Potsdam optimistic about postwar relations with the 



A I ew Age Is Born 1205 

The Second World War 1933-1945
1204 CHAPTER 26 

Two days after the Hiroshima bombing, an opportunistic Soviet Union, 

Soviet Union. "I can deal with Stalin;' 
hoping to share in the spoils ofvictory, hastened to enter the war in the Pacific 

he wrote. "He is honest-but smart as 
by sending hundreds of thousands of troops into Japanese-occupied Manchu­

hell." (Truman would soon change his 
ria along the border between China and the Soviet Union. Truman and his 

mind about Stalin's honesty.) 
aides, frustrated by the stubborn refusal of Japanese leaders to surrender and 

The deadline calling for Japan's sur­
fearful that the Soviet Union's entry would complicate negotiations, ordered a 

render passed, and on August 6, 1945, 
second atomic bomb ("Fat Man") to be dropped on Japan. On August 9, the 

a B-29 bomber named Enola Gay (after 
city of Nagasaki, a shipbuilding center, experienced the same nuclear devas­

the pilot's mother) took off at 2:00 a.m. 
tation that had destroyed Hiroshima. Five days later, on August 14, 1945, the 

from the island of Tinian and headed 
Japanese emperor accepted the terms ofsurrender. The formal surrender cere­

for Hiroshima. At 8:15 a.m., flying at 
mony occurred on an American warship in Tokyo Bay on September 2, 1945. 

31,600 feet, the Enola Gay released the 
Upon learning ofthe unexpected Japanese decision to surrender,Paul Fussell, 

five-ton, ten-foot-long uranium bomb 
one of the American soldiers preparing for the dreaded invasion ofJapan, said 

nicknamed "Little BoY:' 
he went into his tent and pulled the zipper closed. "And I sat there in silence 

Forty-three seconds later, the bomb 
for at least a full day before I could compose myself because my joy was such 

Then he came out and cheered and
explodedat an altitude of1,900 feet, cre­

that I knew I couldn't survive it in public:' 

ating a blinding flash of light followed 
danced with everyone else. 

bya fireball towering to 40,000 feet. The 

tail gunner on the Enola Gay d~cribed 

the scene: "It's like bubbling molas­

ses down there ... the mushroom is A NEW AGE Is BoRN 

spreading out ... fires are springing up 
Thus ended the costliest war in history. It was a total war in its scope, intensity, 

Bombing of Nagasaki A 20,000-foot everywhere .. . it's like a peep into hell:' 
and numbers. Including deaths from war-related disease and famine, some 

tall mushroom cloud enveloped the city The bomb's incredible shock wave 
SO million civilians and 22 million combatants died. 

of Nagasaki after the atomic bombing 
and firestorm killed some 78,000 peo­

TI1e Second World War was more costly for the United States than any 

on August 9, 1945. 
ple, including thousands of Japanese 

other foreign war: 292,000 combat deaths and 114,000 noncombat deaths 

soldiers and 23 American prisoners of 
among soldiers, sailors, airmen, and marines. A million more were wounded, 

war housed in the city. By the end ofthe year, the death toll would reach 140,000, 
with halfofthem seriously disabled. In proportion to its population, however, 

as people died ofinjuries or radiation poisoning. In addition, ofthe city's 76,000 
the United States suffered far fewer losses than did the other major Allies or 

their enemies, and American territory escaped the devastation suffered in so 

buildings, only 6,000 were left standing, and four square miles of the city were 

many parts of the world. For every American killed in the Second World War, 
turned to rubble. 

President Truman was aboard the battleship Augusta returning from the 
for example, some fifty-nine Soviets died. 

The war was the pivotal eventofthe turbulent twentieth century.It engulfed five 

Potsdam conference when news arrived that the atomic bomb had been dropped. 

continents, leveled cities, reshaped societies, and transformed international rela­

''.This is the greatest thing in history!" he exclaimed. In the United States, Amer­

tions. German and Italian fascism as well as Japanese militarism were destroyed. 

icans greeted the news with similar joy. To them, the atomic bomb promised a 

quick end to the long nightmare ofwar. "No tears ofsympathy will be shed in 
The war set in motion the fall ofChina to communism in 1949 and the outbreakof 

America for the Japanese people;' the Omaha World-Herald predicted. "Had 
the Korean War a year later. Colonial empires in Africa and Asia rapidly crumbled 

they possessed a comparable weapon at Pearl Harbor, would they have hesitated 
as the conflict unleashed independence movements. The Soviet Union emerged 

to use it?" Others reacted more soberly when they considered the implications of 
from the war as a new global superpower, while the United States, as Winston 

atomic warfare. "Yesterday;' journalist Hanson Baldwin wrote in the New York 
Churchill told the House ofCommons, stood "at the summit ofthe world:' 

,,.,, ..• -· " ...~ ~t;,., ,-1--.Prl "irtnrv in the Pacific, but we sowed the whirlwind:' 
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WHY DID THE ALLIES WIN? Many factors contributed to the Allied 
victory. Roosevelt and Churchill were better at coordinating military efforts 
and maintaining national morale than were Hitler, Mussolini, and the Japa­
nese emperor, Hirohito. By 1944, Hitler had grown increasingly unstable and 
unpredictable and more withdrawn from the German people, especially after 
a failed attempt by high-ranking officers to assassinate him that July. 

In the end, however, what turned the tide was the awesome productivity of 
American industry and the ability of the Soviet Union to absorb the massive 
German invasion and then push back all the way to Berlin. By the end of the 
war, Japan had run out of food and Germany had run out of fuel. By contrast, 
the United States was churning out more of everything. As early as 1942, just 
a few weeks after the attack on Pearl Harbor, Fritz Todt, a Nazi engineer, told 
Hitler that the war against the United States was already lost because ofAmer­
ica's ability to out-produce all the other warring nations combined. 

A TRANSFORMATIONAL WAR Like the First World War, the Sec­
ond World War had far-reaching effects. It shattered the old world order and 
created a new international system, and nations such as France, German~ reat 
Britain, and Japan were left devastated or impoverished. Henry Luce, tne pow­
erful publisher of Time magazine, said that the war had demonstrated ·the 
"moral and practical bankruptcy of all forms of Isolationism:• International­
ism was now the dominant outlook, as most Americans acknowledged that the 
United States had profound responsibilities for global stability and security. It 
had emerged from the war with the most powerful military in the world-and 
as the only nation with atomic weapons. 

The expam;ion of the federal government spurred by the war effort contin­
ued after 1945, and presidential authority increased enormously at the expense 
of congressional and state power. The war also ended the Great Depression 
and launched a long period of unprecedented prosperity and global economic 
domination. B.ig businesses grew into gigantic corporations as a result of huge 
government contracts for military weapons and supplies. New technologies 
and products developed for military purposes-radar, computers, electron­
ics, plastics and synthetics, jet engines, rockets, atomic energy-transformed 
the private sector, as did new consumer products generated from war-related 
innovations. And the opportunities created by the war for women as well as for 
African Americans, Mexican Americans, and other minorities set in motion 
major social changes that would culminate in the civil rights movement of the 
1960s and the :feminist movement of the 1970s. 

In August 1945, President Truman announced that the United States had 
"emerged from this war the most powerful nation in this world-the most 
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powerful nation, perhaps, in all h istory." But the Soviet Union, despite its pro­
found human losses and physical destruction, had gained much new territory, 
built massive armed forces, and enhanced its international influence, malting 
it the greatest power in Eurasia. A little over a century after Frenchman Alexis 
de Tocqueville had predicted that Europe would eventually be overshadowed 
by the United States and Russia, his prophecy had come to pass. 



SUMMARY 
• Fascism and the Start of the War In Italy, Benito Mussolini assumed control 

by promising law and order. Adolf Hitler rearmed Germany in defiance of the 
Treaty of Versailles. By March 1939, Nazi Germany had annexed Austria and 
seized Czechoslovakia. Hitler then invaded Poland with the blitzkrieg strategy in 
September 1939, after signing a non-aggression pact with the Soviet Union. The 
British and French governments declared war. 

• America Goes Ito War The United States issued "neutrality laws" to avoid being 
drawn into wars in Europe and Asia, but with the fall ofFrance, Roosevelt accelerated 
military aid to Great Britain through the Lend-Lease Act. In 1941, the United States and 
Great Britain signed the Atlantic Charter, announcing their aims in the war. After Japan 
joined with Germany and Italy to form the '¼xis" alliance, President Roosevelt froze 
Japanese assets in the United States and restricted oil exports to Japan, which frustrated 
the Japanese, who decided to launch a surprise attack at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. 

• The Second World War and American Society The war h ad profound social 
effects. Americans-white, black, and brown-migrated west to take jobs in / 
defense industry factories; unemployment was soon a thing of the past. Farmers 
recovered, supported by Mexican labor through the bracero program. The federal 
government, through agencies such as the War Production Board, took control of 
managing the economy. Many women took nontraditional jobs. About 1 million 
African Americans served in the military in segregated units. More than 100,000 
Japanese Americans were forcibly interned in "war relocation camps." 

• Road to Allied Victory in Europe By 1943, the Allies had defeated the German 
and Italian armies occupying North Africa. From there, they launched attacks on 
Sicily and then the mainland ofltaly. Stalin, meanwhile, demanded a full-scale 
Allied attack on the Atlantic coast ofFrance to ease pressure on the Russian Front, 
but Operation Overlord was delayed until June 6, 1944. German resistance slowly 
crumbled. The "Big Three" Allied leaders- Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin- met 
at the Yalta Conference in February 1945, where they decided that a conquered 
Germany would be divided into four occupation zones. In May, Soviet forces 
captured Berlin, and Germany surrendered. After the war, Allied forces discovered 
the extent ofth,e Holocaust- the Nazis' systematic effort to exterminate the Jews. 

• The.Pacific Wa.r The Japanese advance across the Pacific was halted in June 1942 
with the Battle ,of Midway. Fierce Japanese resistance at Iwo Jima and Okinawa and 
Japan's refusal to surrender after the firebombing of Tokyo led the new president, 
Harry S. Truman, to order the use of atomic bombs on the cities of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. 

• Postwar World. The Soviet Union and the United States emerged from the war 
as global superpowers, with the United States possessing the world's strongest 
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economy. The oppor tunities for women and minorities during the war also 
increased their aspirations and would contribute to the emergence of the civil 
rights and feminist movements. 

CHRONOLOGY 
1933 Adolf Hitler becomes chancellor of Germany 

1937 War between China and Japan begins 

1939 Non-Aggression pact between Germany and the Soviet Union 

September 1939 German troops invade Poland 

1940 Battle of Britain 

June 1941 Germany invades Soviet Union 

August 1941 United States and Great Britain sign the Atlantic Charter 

December 7, 1941 Japanese launch surprise attack at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii 

June 1942 Battle of Midway 

January 1943 Roosevelt and Churchill meet at Casablanca 

November 1943 Roosevelt and Churchill meet Stalin in Tehran 

June 6, 1944 D-day 

February 1945 Yalta Conference 

April 1945 Roosevelt dies; Hitler commits suicide 

May 8, 1945 Nazi Germany surrenders; V-E day 

August 1945 Atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki 

September 2, 1945 Japan surrenders; V-J day 
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"Axis" alliance p. 1157 "war relocation camps" p. 1181 

Lend-Lease Act (1941) p. 1166 Operation Overlord p. 1187 

Atlantic Charter (1941) p. 1167 Yalta Conference (1945) p. 1193 

Pearl Harbor p. 1172 Holocaust p. 1196 

War Production Board p. 1173 Battle of Midway p. 1199 

Women's Army Corps (WAC) p. 1175 Hiroshima p. 1202 
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The Cold War 
and the Fair 
Deal 
1945-1952 

Duck anc, cover A "d ck d ,, e 
I h I u -an ·cover air-raid drill In 1951 that was commo.nplac n sc oo s across theco t d 
th So I I U I un ry . urlng the cold war, The drills began In 1949, whene v e n on set off Its r, t 
schoolchildren practicln •rs nuclear weapon. Pictured above.are American 

g ducking and covering in February 1951. ------

N
o sooner did (he Second W, 

1" b or d War end th 
war etween cornmunis . an a prolonged "cold . m and ca 1ta · 
wartime alliance between th U . P hsm began. The awkward 

ll e ntted Stat d . co apsed during the spring d cs an the Soviet Union 
. an summer of 1945 w· hnation oftheir common enemy, Nazism th tw . • 1t the climi-

' e o nations b •rl·vals who coulduot bridge their ideological diffi ecame intense global 
crences ove b · •hu...,an rights, individual liberties democTat· . r as1cissuessuch as ,u , , 1c c1ections and · r • fi

Mutual suspicion and a race to gain inf! • re 1g1ous reedom. 
Af . h M' dl uence over Knona\igned" nations in Asia, nca, t e id e East, and Central and South A . . 
h r 11· · menca further dis-tanced t e two 1ormer a 1es. The defeat ofJapan and G 

. ermany had created Power vacuums m Europe and Asia that sucked th s . u . 
. e ov1et moo and theUnited States mto an unrelenting war of words fed b I h· . . 

. . _ . y c as mg strategic inter-ests and polit1cal 1deolog1es. 

Toe postwar era also brought anti-colonial liberation movements in Asia 
Africa, and the Middle East that would soon strip Great Britain, France, th; 
Netherlands, and the United States of their global empires. Tue Philippines, 
for example, gained its independence from America in 1946. Toe next year, 
Great Britain withdrew from Hindu-dominated India after carving out two 
aew Islamic nations, Pakistan .ind Bangladesh (originally called East Paki­
stan). The emergence ;Jf Communist China (the People's Republic) in 1949 
further complicated gl"1:-0 ,d politics. 

The mere possib:]i• , ct nuclear holocaust also cast a cloud of anxiety over 
the postwar era. The a<:,·;:nt of atomic weapons made the very idea ofwarfare 

1. Why and how d id the cold war between the United States and the 
Soviet Union develop after the Second World War? 

2. What was the impact of American efforts to contain _tdhe so;let Union 
. during Truman's pres1 ency..and the eJ1pansion of communism 

a I? How effective was his own· How did Truman expand the New Dea · 
''Fair Deal" agenda? 
4 · _ lo ments during 1949-1950,

• What were the major international ~e~e P . 
and how did they alter U.S. foreign policy· d W Id War? How did 
5 he Secon or · · • How did the Red Scare emerge after t 
111111Pact_American polftics and society? 

1215 
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unthinkably horrific, which in turn made national leaders more cautious in 

handling disputes. 

TRUMAN AND THE COLD WAR 

In April 1945, Jess than three months after Harry S. Truman had begun his 
new role as vice president, Eleanor Roosevelt calmly informed him, "Harry, 
the President is dead:' When Truman asked what he could do to help her, 
the First Lady replied: "Is there anything we can do for you? For you are the 

one in trouble now:• Truman was largely unknown outside of Washington. 

What everyone did know, however, was that he was not Franklin Delano Roo. 
sevelt. Truman had no wealthy family, had not traveled the world, and had not 
attended Harvard or Columbia. In fact, he had not gone to college. 

Born in 1884 in western Missouri, Truman grew up in Independence, 
near Kansas City. Bookish and withdrawn, he was, he recalled, a bit of "a 
sissy" as a boy. He moved to his grandmother's farm after high school, 
spent a few years working in Kansas City banks, ;;:,d grew into an outgoing 
young man. 

During the First World War, Truman ser·_-,,,J _.; •:ranee as captain of an 

~rtil!ery b~ttery. Afterward, he and a partner stoi,· ::::1. n clothing business, but 
it fatled miserably in the recession of 1922, leaving him in debt for the next 

tweno/ :ears. Truman then. entered local politics under the tutelage of Kan­
sas City s Democratic machine. In 1934, Missouri sent him to the U.S. Senate, 
where he remained obscure until he chaired a committee investigating fraud 
m the war-mobilization effort. 

Trum~n-was a plain, decent, lovable man who lacked Roosevelt's dash, 
charm, bnlhance, and creativity. On his first full day as pres·d t T

k « 1 en , ruman was 
awestruc . Boys, if you ever pray, pray for me now;• he told reporters. "I don't 
know whether you fellows ever had a load of hay 'all b h th

Id " on you, ut w en ey 
to me yesterday what had happened, I felt like the moon, the stars and all the 
planets had fallen on me:• 

Washington politicos had lo . 
w expectallons of Roosevelt's successor. AsTruman was seated waiting to be . 

.d . . sworn mas the grieving nation's new pres· 
I ent, a Democratic offic.1al said "he looked to l'k . h 
sat" in a hu e leather h . . me i e a very httle man as e 

g c air. An unreflective man whose famed decisiveness :~r;~:: tro~bled ty doubts or moral ambiguitjes, Truman was famously 
- ,rere . pro ane, and dismissive, and was notorious for his scrappy 

press con,erences ("Ifyou ask s t kIanswers") H ll d . mar -a ec questions. I'll give you smart-aleck 
. e ~a e publisher William Randolph Hearst "the N 1 whore 

monger ofour time" colu • ,., b " 0· 
' mmst vvest rook Pegler the greatest character assas-

Truman and lhe Cold \\':ir 1217 

. ·in the United States;' and Richard
sin 
Nixon "a shifty-eyed god-damned liar;' 

The plain-speaking man from 

Missouri resembled his hero Andrew 

Jackson in his decisiveness, bluntness, 
folksy manner, salty language, and raw 
courage. Despite his lack of executive 

experience, Truman was confident and 

self-assured-and he needed to be. 
Managing the transition from war to 

peace both at home and abroad was a 
monumental task. He was expected to 

lead America into a postwar era com­

plicated by the cold war and the need 

to rebuild Europe and Asia. 
He ended up doing better than any­

one expected. A common man who be­
Harry s. Truman The successor 10 

came president at an uncommon time, Franklin Roosevelt who led t he United 
Truman rose above hi~ lh,lfr,t;ons to St&tes out of the Second World War 

do extraordinary thingt. H-: ,,,. '·•,:r pre­ and Intothe Cold War. 

tendedtobesomethinghi· · ·,ul;as he 

admitted, he was "an ordi;c1ar h uman 
beingwho has been ludcy'.' ::;uring a visit ill 1952, British leader Winston Chur­

chill confessed to Truman that initially he had held him "in very low regard. 

I loathed your taking the place of Franklin Roosevelt. I misjudged_Y~~ b~dl~ 
Since that time, you, more than any otherman, have saved Western civilization. 

ORIGINS OF T HE COLD WA R Historianshavelongdebatedtheunan­

swerable question: Was the United States or theSoviet Union more respons_ible 
for the onset of the cold war? Toe conventional view argues that the Soviets, 

led by Josef Stalin, a ruthless Communist dictator, sel out to dominate ~e 
globe after 1945_ Toe United States had no choice but to defend democratic 

Capitalist values. By contrast, "revisionist'' historians insist that instead ofcon-
ti · II b ·th the Soviets President Trumannuing Roosevelt's efforts to co a orate WI ' 

pursued a confrontational foreign policy that aggra~ated tensi~ns, ~et such 

aninterpretation fails to recognize that Truman inherited a detenora~ng rela­
tionshi •th th S . B th •des 1 the postwar world were captives ofap w1 e ov1ets. o si · 0 

nuclear nightmare of fear, suspicion, and posturing. . . 

ld war seems to have been 1oev1t:1ble. Amer-In retrospect, theonsetof the co . . . . 
ica's c . , . .1.cal self.determmation, and religious free-

0mtn1trnent to cap1tahsm, po111 , , . 
dorn fl' . . h the Soviet Uni011s preference ,or controllingcon 1cted dramatically Wlt 
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its neighbors, enforcing ideological conformity, and prohibiting religious Prac. 
the war;' 1he S~viets, however, paid little attention, in part because their spies

tices. l nsccurity, as much as Communist ideology, drove ~uch ofSoviet behav. 
had kept them informed of wh_at American scientists had been doing and in
part because they were developing their own atomic bombs.ior after the Second World War. Russia, after all, had been invaded by Genna

twice in the first halfofthe twentieth century, and some 23 m_illion people di:~ 
Throughout the spring of l945, the Soviets created "friendly governmenl5"

in Eastern Europe, ar?uing that the United States had done the same in Italy andas a result. Soviet leaders were determined to create loyal nations on their bor.
ders for protection. The people of Eastern Europe were caught in the middle 

Japan after those nations had surrendered The difference was that the Soviets
prevented non-Communists from participating in the political process. 

CONFLICTS WITH THE SOVIETS The wartime military alliance 
A few days before the opening of the conference to organize the United 

against Nazism disintegrated after l945 as the Soviet Union violated the prom. 
Nations in April, Truman met with Soviet foreign minister Vyacheslav Molo­

ises it had made at the Yalta Conference and imposed military control and the 
tov. The Soviets had just put in place a pro-Communist government in Poland 

Communist political system on the nations of Eastern Europe it had liber­
in violation of Stalin's pledge at Yalta to allow free elections. Truman directed
Molotov to tell Stalin that the United States expected the Soviet leader to liveated. On May 12, l945, four days after victory in Europe, Winston Churchill up to his agreements. "I have never been talked to like that in my life," Molotovasked Truman: "What is to happen about Europe? An iron curtain is drawn angrily replied. "Carry out your agreements," Truman snapped, "and you won'tdown upon [the Russian) front. We do not know what is going on behind (it): get talked to like that:'Churchill and Truman wanted to lift the "iron curtain" and help those nations

develop democratic governments. But events during the second half of l945 
Later, in July l945, when Truman met Stalin at the Potsdam Conference, 

dashed those expectations. 
he wrote his mother th:it he had never seen "such pig-headed people as are the
Russians;' He later admowledged that the Soviets broke their promises "assoonAs early as the spring of 1945 and contimLil~f- ; ;, the next two years, the as the unconscionat,!~ !>..ussian Dictator [Stalin) returned to Moscow!" TrumanSoviet Union systematically imprisoned half of , i , , '::.i.ropean continent. Tue added, with a note c f, .,111a.rrassment, "And I liked the little son ofa bitch:'Red Army ran amok, raping and killir.t the ,;i,~,,;:~d" citizens of Eastern

Europe. Thereafter, the Soviets systematicc1lly i1~.;tu!Jd "puppet" governments
across central and Eastern Europe (Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovaltia, East
Germ~y, Hungary, Poland, Romania, and Yugoslavia). Totalitarian regimes 

THE CoNTA ! 7 iMEN T POLICY
essenttally turned once-proud nations into Soviet colonies. In their ruthless By the begirloing of 1947, relations with the Soviet Union had gro~n. ice cold.pursuit of total control, the Soviets eliminated all political parties except the A year before in February 1946, Stalin had proclaimed the supenonty oftheCommunists, created secret police forces, took control of intellectual and cul­ SovietComm~nist system ofgovernmentand declared that peace w .. as ~possibletural life {including the mass media), underminedthe RomanCatholicChurch, •under the presen1cap1·1a 1 1·st development of the world economy. His provoc-~d organized a process ofethnic cleansing wherebywhole populations-12 mil­ . d •• · · blative statement suggesting an inev1ta e war between commumsm an cap1-lion Germans, as well as Poles and Hungarians-were relocated from their . . .

talism led the State Department to ask for an analysis of SoV1et commurusmhomes in Eastern Europe, usually to West Germany or to prisons. More than
~00,000 of the refugees died in the process. Anyone who opposed the Soviet· 

from forty-two-year-old George Frost Kennan, the _best-informed expert on
installed regunes was exiled, silenced executed or · h kin . the us embassy m Moscow.. • · , · d t e Soviet Union, then wor g LO • • • f:, 1mpnsone . 5 000-word "Long 

b 22 1946 with a amous ,_Stalins promises at the Yalta Conference to allow open elections in the "' I 
Kennan responded on Fe ruary • • S artment He includedh h. tory of the tate Oep .~auons of Eastern Europe controlled by Soviet armies had turned out to be 

1e egram"-the longest in t e is
• history the p1

.
11ars 

of Soviet policy
• 

Stalin's
lies. In a fit ~f candor, he admitted that "a freely elected government in any of considerable detail about Russian .' , 

1 
. t . determination to protect these countries would be anti-Soviet, and that we cannot allow" "neurotic view ofworld affairs;' and Russias 11s oric

U.S. ~ecretary of state James F. Byrnes tried to use Ame~ca's monopcly its western border with Europe. . as founded on a rigid ideol-on ~tom1c bombs to pressure the Soviets to abide by the Yalta accords. Jn Ke h Soviet Union wnnan explained that t ~Apnl 1945, he suggested to p ·d T fundamental global conflict between
. res1 ent ruman that nuclear weapons 

•
m1g

· ht ogy (Marxism-Leninism). which saw ha 
I 

d Soviet rulers justifytheir amoralwell put us IJl position to dictate our own terms (with the Soviets] at the end of C · sand e pe0mmunist and capitalist nation 
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,c!IO"'· They could not ;m~g· ..._me· oviet aggression aroundd h'the world? Kennan left the t k fMas o cont:11mng com-111anent peaceful coexistence· P~r- S'""'uniSJll to• 11uman anb 1s a 
d 
v1

, 
sers, most ofwhom l'k K 

. . ..
•un I e ennan, cons1d·capitalist nations and were "( Wnh ered containment to e as much a military doctrine as a pol'( 1 

.
cally" committed to the ne ~naii. h • •CCSSJh.• 

In 1946, civil war broke out in Greece between a hrre~ st~ategy.perpetual tension and confli 1 ·, of 
n aut ontanan monar·

C, (nth° 
chY bac~ed by t e Bnttsh and a Communist-led insurgency supported byregard, 

lhd 

Kennan implied, Frankt·10 Roo 
11 thC soviets. On February 21, 1947, the financially strapped British informed•

seve t a mistakenly assumed 1hat h·· 
the v.s. government that they could no longer provide economic and militarypersonal diplomacy with Star 
aid to Greece_and would withdraw in five weeks. Truman quickly conferred 

11 

in would with congressional leaders, one ofwhom, Republican senator ArthurVanden·
ensure that the Soviets behaved .. . d .
nan ms1ste instead that Stalin 

· Ken. burg of Michigan, warned the president that he would need to "scare the hell. needed
•external• enemies to maintain h' 

out of the American people" about the menace of communism to gain public. -# ..., IS total- support for his aid program. Truman was eager to do so, for he had grown
' 1tanan power at home.

The Soviet goal. according to Ken­
tired of"babying the Russians:•

~-,,1g-~' nan. was to build military strength 
~ 

r' 

'
:, ,,

1
; 

f/ • • • •i whi!e ~ubvcrting the stability of the 

TffE TRUMAN DOCTRINE On March 12, 1947, President Truman 
\ ,....,.,~•, cap1rnhsl ~i:mocracies. The best way 

gave a national radio speech in which he asked Congress for $400 million for~ '-"'·'-: ... ,:: ,•, 

economic and militt1ry assistance for Greece and Turkey. More important, the.. -~"7'":-i 
for the U111tcd States to deal with such president announced what came to be known as the Truman Doctrine. To.1!!:~~~ . itl .· l,1•:1n1I foe, he advised, was ensure congression:•1support, he intentionally exaggerated the danger of a____, "-oiSiii~:;..,~.,_:__ 
l··'· ,, : ··•.cnt, persistent, and firm_ .,_,_ 

,~•·, · · · ,•!forts to "contain" Soviet 

Communist takeo·.'1 .:· ,., Greece. Like a row of dominoes, Truman predicted,George F. Kennan A speclallst In the · ~ • 
the fall ofGreece wot!, . topple the other nations ofthe eastern Mediterranean,history and behavior ot theSoviel Union 

•· ':.In , \Vithout resorting to then Western Europe. ·10 prevent such acatastrophe, he said, the United StatesAmerican diplomat George Kennan ' 
v.,, ,,e r:r.onomic power of capitalist

developed the talionale for containment d~mo :r.i · their greatest asset 

must "support free peoples who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed'- cies ,.,,as
at the heartof tho Truman Doctrine. 

minorities or by outside pressures:'Creating "unalterable counterforce· In this single sentence, the president established the foundation ofU.S. for•
.
predicted,

fS 
would eventually caus " ' thto Cthommunist expansionism, Kennan 

eign policy for the next forty years. In essence, he was declaring war on•ngo oviet power'' because c. e e1 er e breaku th 
communism everyv;here. In truman's view, shared by later presidents, the. . ellommun1sm m Ke P or e gradual m o,~-unstable system that would eve t all ' •

N , nnans View, was an inheren~y 
assumptions of the "domino theory" made an aggressive "containment" strat·n u Ycollapseew secretary of state George C Mcommander of the us d , , 
egy against communism a necessity.· arshaU, the austere but much m•ered 

Truman's speech generated widespread public supper~- ~e New Yor~. . arme iorces du .Kennan's analysis that he put h' nng 
th Times said that his message was clear: "The epoc~ ~~ i:olanon 1s ended. It ~~Planning office No other A 

. e war, was so impressed by
. ~m md charge of the State Department's Policy 

being replaced by an epoch of American responsibility- At the State Dep3:mencan iplomat t th d that"we are now concerned withw at would happen to th S . . . Ih ll d " a e tLme forecast so accunte Y ment, Secretary ofState Marshall anllouncee oviet U01on somreca e , my reputation was made f,. e orty years later. As Kennall tbe peace of the entire world." h
· 

Kennan later acknowl
e
d
ge

d th. M'. vmce now carried." pro
Still, Marshall and others feared that Tru~dan's.,s~eec d:::..:=::;ilsive optimism and occas' al at his "Lo ..,. 1 . .fo "6 ng ,e egram" suffered from exceS· 
:vocative. George Kennan cnnge

d
a
t the pres• ems gran 1

d h In I(ennans view, 
11r rm and vigilant contion. vagueness In its b to• ,, , • -r..,man's "militarizedad · ., · roa est dimensions, its caU5 

. contain communism everyw ere. d ..
amment. echoed th open-ended ideological con·visers and would guide uS ,B e outlook of Truman and h1

· fr .• . ,ore1gn poll r, 
view of the Cold War" was a foolish crusa e, anpolicy with an accompanymg progut how exactly were th U . cy or 

d
ecades. ontation without limits rather 

th • ram
Union's expansionist te d e .mted States and its allies to "contain" the soviet 

an a 
1 "contain" communism needed to

n enc1es?· How shouId th 
ofsteps capable ofimplementation. Efforts 

0 

e United States respond 
10 
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be selective rather than .
un11•~

political and economic rathe tSal, of the Soviet Union by reestablishing a strong Western Europe anchored in 

A.merican values. The Americans, said a British official, "want an integrated
military; the United States co:i/Qn 

Europe looking like the United States ofAmerica:·
intervene in every ''hot spot" ar not 

In December 1947, Truman submitted Marshall's proposal to Congress.
the world. Walter Lippman °0nd 

loitially, Republican critics dismissed it as "New Dealismtt for Europe. How­
nations leading political . n, the

Journ I ever, two months later, on February 25, 1948, a Communist-led coup in
Isl, characterized Truman's p 11 a·

. o cy of Czechoslovakia, the last nation in Eastern Europe with a democratic govern­
global anti-communism as a • ment, ensured the Marshall Plan's passage.
• I . " h Strate-

gic mons ros,ty t at would ent
angle From 1948 until 1951, the Marshall Plan provided $13 billion to sixteen 

the United States in endless int
erna­ European nations. The Soviet Union, however, refused to participate and 

tionaJ disputes and force it top forced the Eastern European countries under its control-Albania, Bulgaria, 
. . . artner

with right-wmg dictatorsh,·ps-~ Poland, Romania, Yugoslavia-to refuse to participate as well. 

turned out to be the case. Truman The Marshall Plan (officially called the European Recovery Plan) worked as 

and his advisers rejected surh hoped. By 1951, Western Europe's industrial production had soared to 40 per­
" con-

cent above prewar levels, and its farm output was larger than ever. England's
cern~. In I947, Congress approved 

Economist magazine called the Marshall Plan "an act without peer in history."
the presidt>nt's request for economic

~~-.::.. It became the most successful peacetime diplomatic initiative in American
and mili1 ;,1•·., a~sistance to Greece and

Marshall Plan The Marshall Plan, history.neighlv1• .., , trkey.
Which distributed massive amounts 

ofeconomic aid throughout postwar DIVIDED GER ~; ,' :, '1 Although the Marshall Plan drew the nations of 
Europe, is represented In this cartoon as TH;;~ · " ... . ALL PLAN Jn the 

Western Europe closer :,;gether, it increased tensions with the Soviet Union, as
a rope wrapped around a tree that Europe 

springo: ' · · 1;10stofpostwarEurope 
Stalin saw it as a way to weaken Soviet influence in the region. The breakdown

Is desperately trying to hold onto as it 

dangles ott a cliff. remained i'roke. shattered, and des­ of the wartime alliance between the United States and the Soviet Union also 
perate. Factories had been bombed left the problem of postwar Germany unsettled. In 1945, Berlin, the German 
to rubble; railroads and bridges had capital, had been divided into four sectors, or zones, each governed by one of 

less, starving, and jobless· and l"tica] been de5ttoyed; millions were home- the four principal allied nations- the United States, France, Great Britain, and 
' po 1 unrest was ·

and Communist parties were . . growing. By 1947, SociaJiit the Soviet Union.
emerging rn many E

ltaIy, France, and Belgium Th . uropean nations, including The devastated German economy continued to languish, requiring the 
. . e cnses among the st

rugg
Jing European dernoc- U.S. Army to provide food and basic necessities to millions ofcivilians. Slowly,

racies required bold action. 
the Allied occupation zones evolved into functioning go_v~rnm~nts. In 1~48,

lhe United States stepped into theb 
the British, French, and Americans united their three admm1strahve zones rnto

George C. Marshall delivered . reach. In May 1947, Secretary ofState
out1· d a speech at H d

me America's policy toward E . arvar University in which he one and developed a common currency to be used in West Germany as ~ell 

upon suggestions given him b G urope m nonideological terms. Building as in West Berlin, a city of2.4 million people, which was more than 100 miles 

sive financial and technical asys· teorgc Kennan and others, he called for mas· inside the Soviet occupation zone of East Germany. The West _Ge~mans also 

Union. 
15 ance to res cue Europe, including the Soviet organized state governments and began drafting a !ederal con_shtut1on. . 

What came 10 be kn The political unification ofWest Germany and its economic recovery rnfu­

the Euro · own as the Marshall Pl
an was 

.
tntended to reconstruct riated Stalin, who was determined to keep Germany weak. ~d the status of

pean economy; neutrali C
eign m k r: ' ze ommu · t · divided Berlin had become 3 powder keg. In March 1948,_Stahn prevented the

. ar ets ,or American d nts msurgencics, and build up for·
tahst] system . pro ucts, As Truro . « • new,., t G f m being delivered to Berlm. Then, on June 23,
Pl can survive only if't • an said, the American [cop>· ,ves errnan currency ro 

an was also part of Truman' :""IS part ofa world system.n But the i\ifatlih-11 he ordered the Soviet . army occupying eastern Germany to stop all road and 

s 41ort to contai h .
n t e expansionist tendenc1~ 
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Family reunion A girl give, hergrandmo!hera 11,r.~ 1 ' <> .m\ the barbed wire fence lhat 
divides lhe Dutch-German frontier In 194T. 

rail traffic into West Berlin. The blockade, he hoped, would force the United 
States and its allies to leave the divided city. 

111e Americans interpreted Stalin's blockade as a tipping point in the cold 
war. 

4 

When Berlin falls:• predicted General Lucius D. Clay, the U.S. Anny 
commander in Germany, 

4 
western Germany will be next. Communism will 

run rampant" The United States thus faced a dilemma: risk a third world war 
by using force to break the Soviet blockade or begin a humiliating retreatfrom 
West Berlin , leaving the residents to be swallowed up by communism. 

Truman, who prided himself on his decisiveness ("the buck stops here"), 
made clear his stance: "We stayin Berlin- period:" The United States annowiced 

an embargo against all goods exported from Soviet-controlled eastern Ger­
many and began organizing a massive airlift to provide food and supplies to 
West Berliners. 

By October 1948, the U.S. and British air forces were flying in 7,000 tons 

of fo?d: fuel, medicine, coal, and equipment to Berlin each day. To support 
tbe aultft and pr~pare for a possible war, thousands of former military pilots 
were_called back into service. Truman revived the militarydraft, and Congress 
proV1ded emergency funds to inc re e ili"t . d" ,., as m ary spen mg. 
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Through the Iron curtain German children greet a U.S. cargo planeas it flies into West 
Berlin to drop off much, needed food and svpplles. 

At times il seeii,el: that the two superpowers were on theverge of war. For 

all the threats and har~h words, however, the Berlin airlift went on for eleven 
months without any shots being fu:ed. Finally, on May 12, 1949, the Soviets 

lifted their blockade, in part because bad Russian harvests had made them 

desperate for food grown in western Germany, The Berlin airlift was the first 

major "victory" for the West in the cold war, and the unprecedented efforts of 

the United States and Great Britainto supply WestBerliners transformed most 
of them from defeated adversaries into devoted allies. In May 1949, as the 
Soviet blockade was ending, the Federal Republic ofGermany (Wes~ German~) 

was founded. In October, the Soviet-controlled German DemocraticRepublic 

(Bast Germany') came into being, 

FORMING ALLIANCES The Soviet blockade of Berlin convinced the 

llnited States and its allies that they needed to act together to stop further 

Communist e>cpansion into Western Europe. On ~pril 4, 1949, the ~oi:111 
AUantt T . cl b ....,eJve nations: the United States, Great Britain,c reaty was s1gne y "" 
Franc .. Bel . th N th ds Luxembourg, Canada, Denmark, Iceland,.., g1um, e e erIan , . 
Italy N d p al G eece and Turkey joined the alliance in 1952,, orway, an ortug . r 

West Germany in 1955, and Spain in 1982· 
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1t£OB.GA N I ZING T H E MILITARY Thnization (NATO), the largest defensive 11. emergence of nuclear weapons led Trum .lhc North Atl:iuticTrcaty0 3 1 e onset ofthe cold war and thergatt ck against any one of the members, .ancc in the world, dee1arc
d that an a a 'Ould

· arrned forces were managed. In 1947 c:;gto restructure the way the U.S.
11 

1hecreation of NATO marked the high,,,,. . h d. d k against a • ' rcss passed the National Secu•be cons1dcrc nn a11ac . yvtnt rity Act, wh1c create a Department of Defe" . "s viet cxpans1
·on In 1949,Congress provided SI bi\li . nse 1o oversee the three militaryorefforts to contain · branches-the Army, Navy, and Air Force-and th N 1.. °

NATO rnem
bers

· 
By J·oining NATO, the United Stat

on1n \ d • e a 1ona1S .
military equipment to. . ..,

1 
cs- ccurity Coun-

· ·nee 11s alliance,..
.th France during the RevolutionaryW:a 

cil (NSC), ~n a v1sory group of the government's top specialists in interna-for the tirst time si I tional relatt-ons. The act made permanent the Joint Ch' ,b halfofits aUies. Isolationism was dead. r- . . . 1e,s of S ff .committed itself to go to war on e ta , a wartime1nnovatton_bnngmg together the leaders ofall branches ofthe armed forces. Italso established the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) to coordinate globalintelligence-gathering activities.~~cw~l]ffil)~ J I In 1952, Truman created the National Security Agency (NSA) within theDefense Department. Its charge was to "encrypt" government communicationsto ensure their privacy and to intercept the communications ofother nations.
NORTH 

USSR The NSAalso provided surveillance ofAmericans targeted as potential threats.
SEA \ 

A JEWISH NATION: ISRAEL At the same time that the United States 
I 

was helping to form n~w illliances, it was helping to form a new nation. Pal­To Poland ,'•- ... :,__ ,,_;__,, estine, the biblical I·blv Land, had been a British protectorate since 1919.For hundreds of year,, ,. ,.~ throughout the world had dreamed of returningto their ancestral hui,:: ,~. 1,I of Israel and its ancient capital Zion, a part ofJerusalem. Many Zionisb - Jews who wanted a separate Jewish nation-hadmigrated there. More arr ived during and after the Nazi persecution of Euro­pean Jews. Hitler's effort to exterminate the Jews convinced many that theironly hope for a secure future was to create their own nation. 
' 

Late in 1947, the United Nations voted to divide ("partition") Palestine intoseparate Jewish and Arab states. The Jews readily agreed, but the Arabs werefiercely opposed. Palestine was their ancestral home, too; Jerusalem was asholy to Muslims as it was to Jews and Christians. Arabs viewed the creation ofa Jewish nation in Palestine as an act of war, and they attacked Israel in early1948. Hundreds were killed before the Haganah (Jewish militia) won controlof most of Palestine When British oversight of Palestine officially expired onMay 14, 19
4

8, David Ben-Gu.rion, the Jewish leader in Palestine, proclaime~Israel's independence. President Truman officially recognized the new Israeli
nation within minutes as did the Soviet Union.. ' f th European immigrants, now had their

. 
ownnat·0 neEmillion Jews, most o. em •

ion. arly the next morning, 
h

owev
er

• 
the Arab League nations-Lebanon,. Ir . . . .Syr ded Israel begmnmg a period of nearly• How did the Allies decide to div'1d 13, aq• Jordan, and Egypt-inva 'Co . fr• What was the "Iron curtain"? e poStwar Germany at the Yalta Conference? DSlant warfare in the Holy Lan

d
· 

Mediators om 
the UN gradually worked

• Why did the Allies airlift su~plies t W 0 
as eace by May 11, 1949, when Israel0 . ut a truce agreement, restoring an une Ypest Berlin? 
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~ 
• 1was allowed to keep all its conquered

joined the Unilcd Natwns. lsrnc ' · ' tcrri1o. 

ric~ including the whole Palc51ine coaSI. f h b
thin" Most o t cm ccame st·' .,. atcfes~ rer'Jhe Palestinian Arnhs Josi every

. . I'· ·ng Lebanon, Jordan, and Egypt
· 
storcd.u ·ugccs who scatlcrcd into ncig iuori 

d. r. e between Israel and the Arab stateshaver, Presentments and spora 1c wanar
· S r · licy which has t · d ci.

tcrcd ever since, compllcatmg U. · ,oreign po • ne to maint~in 

friendships with both sides but has usually tilted toward Israel. 

E XPANDING T H E NEW DEAL 

For the most part, Republicans and Democrats in Congress cooperated with 

President Truman on issues related to the cold war, though often grudging! . 

Senator Claude Pepper, a liberal Democrat from Florida, insisted that ifFrai 

l~ Roosevelt were still alive, "we<l be getting on better with Russia." Repub. 

hca_n sena~or Robert~- Taft of Ohio accused Trum,in of "appeasing Russia, a 

pohcy which has sacrificed throughout Eastern E1, ! ,pc and Asia the freedom 

of many natJ~ns and millions of people." O,; cl:,,,.••::c issues, however, Tru­

man faced widespread opposition. The cost-wt,i. ,: ; ! .. ~publicans in Congress 

hoped that they could end the New Deal as th~ •., -1. ( :;ew to a close. 
On,gstore In Bronxville, •: ·· - .-:,3;ica quickly demobilized af1er rhe long wareffort, 

turning Its attention to i n-.. • Jlfofabundance. 

~ ROM ~AR TO PEACE In September 1945, Truman called Con ress
d g .mto a special 

.
emergency session at which h

e presente a twenty-one-pomt
program to guide the nation's "reconversion»f . 

Truman's primary goal was to "prevent prolonged unemployment" while
Massive government 5 d' d . rom warttme back to peacetime. 

and brought about "ullpen mlg unng the war had ended the Great Depression avoiding the "bitter mistakes" that had produced wild price intlatio11 and a 

" emp oyment but 'Ii • recession after the first World War. He also wanted to retain, for a while, the
ensure that the peacet· ' rumans postwar challenge was to

•me economy abso b d h . . wartime controls on wages, prices, and rents, as well as the rationing ofscarce
who had served in thearm d r r e t e millions of men and women

e ,orces
h

and were 
now see gcivilian jobs. Dunng food items. Most of all, he wanted to minimize unemployment as workers inkin . .

the second halfof1945 and th
roug out 1946 s 700 . . defense plants were laid offand millions ofmilitary veterans went looking for

• ome ,000 people m uniform,mostly men returned to . il'
• c1v 1an life B 19 civilian jobs. Truman calJed on Congress to guarantee every American a job.

from 12 million to I.S million. · Y 47, the armed forces had shrunk 
Congress refused to go that far. Instead, it approved the Employment Act

Fears of massive unemployment . 
to worry about anothe d . m defense-related industries led peopk of 1946, which authorized Truman and the federal government "to promote 

r epress1on A N"5
,000,000EXPECTED TO LOSE . ew York Times headline predicted: maximum employment, production, and purcha_sing powe~:' Liber.~s were 

ment insurance to cover mo AkRMS JOBS!" Truman called for unemploy- disappointed by the new president's inabili~ to win over ~eg1~lato1:8. ..Alas for 
re wor ers h. hof . •a ig er minimum wage constructiol1 Truman;' said the New Republic, there was ' no bugle note tn his vmce to rally

massive low-cost pub1'1c ho .
1· . ~~p. • ·sses" said Max Lerner, an influential Journalist,

d roJects, regional development projects ro . . ~wb , .put nu itary veterans to work Public opuuon. at one m1
~is th fid fd · t·on tl•at Roosevelt gave, despite all the contra•

gressm~,n named Joseph W. M~: ;uch more. A powerful Republican con· econ ent sense o uec 1 • 

posal~. . N~t even President Ro ~ stunned by the scope ofTruman's pro­ dictions ofhis policy." . . 
one s1ttmg. osevelt, he gasped « ch ar 

bl
. 5 

and conservative
. 

southern Democrats in
, ever asked for so mu Throughout I 946, Repu 1can

Co b f "' uman's efforts to reVIve or expand New Deal
ngress alked at most o .<f 
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D ression was over, critics stressed. Different t' ., ,e magazine's Washington-based political reporter alerted his editor that 
lflles 17

programs. The Greal cp '' I "he couId not carry Missouri now;"rrurnaP was so unp~pu ar
demanded different program~-or none at all. . 

on October 14, JUS! three weeks before the midterm congressional elec­
The end of lhe war caused short-term economic problems but not the 

tions, Truman announced that he was removing price controls on meat. Steaks 

postwar depression many had feared. Many women who had been recruited 
d hamburger meat soon appeared on grocery shelves, but prices again 

to work in defense industries were shoved out as men took off uniforms and 
':ared. A Republican political strategist loved the turn of events, teUing his 

looked for jobs. At a shipyard in California, the foreman gathered the women 
:oUeagues ~hat "the tide is sweepin' our way:• And it was. 

workers and told them to go welcome the troop ships as they pulled into port 

The next day, all ofthe women were let go to make room for male veterans. 
pOLITICALCOOPERATION AND CONFLICT Duringthecongres­

Still, several shock absorbers cushioned the economic impact of demo­
sional election campaigns in 1946, Republicans adopted a simple, four-word 

bilization. They included federal unemployment insurance (and other Social 
slogan: "Had Enough? Vote Republican!" Using loudspeakers, Republicans 

Security benefits) and the Servicemen's Readjustment Act of 1944, known as 
drove through city streets saying, "Ladies, ifyou want meat, vote Republican." 

the GI Bill ofRights, under which the federal government spent $13 billion 0 
Aunion leader tagged Truman "the No. 1 Strikebreaker," while much of the 

military veterans for education, vocational Iraining, medical treatment, unem~ 
public, upset by the unions, price increases, food shortages, and the scarcity of 

ployment insurance, and loans for building house~il!ld starting new businesses. 
automobiles and affordable housing, blamed the strikes on the White House. 

WAGES, PRICES, AND LABOR u Nn ;~ ', . T!Je most acute economic Labor unions had emerged from the war with more power than ever 

before. Some I4.5 million workers, more than a third of the workforce, were 

problem Truman faced was the postwar sr,,: _. ;-rices charged for con­
now unionized. Members had tended to vote Democratic, but not in the 1946

, .:r,.,zen wages and prices
sumder goods. ~uring the war, the governmrcr,_ . 

elections, which gave th.~ R~j.rnblicans majorities in both houses of Congress 

an banned .strikes by labor unions. When wa-·-· .· · .·- ,_,.·onom1·c controls were for the first time since 1in:;....the New Deal is kaput; one newspaper editor 
removed, prices for scarce consumer ·i h ,. . .
d d . i ems s 01 Uy, ~purring labor unions to 

crowed. The Chicago Tri!;•m,• claimed that Americans had "won the greatest 

eman pay rncreases. When raises were not rovided 
victory for the Republic sinco:: Appomattox:' Toe president, taunted the United

postwar strikes erupted in 1945_1946 exa ~ , a record number of 

goods. Workers at General M ' cerbating tbeshortages ofconsumer States News, "is a one-termer." Even many Democrats had soured on Truman, 

otors went on strike fi ImOst "-,our months, circulating a slogan that expressed their frustration: "I'm just Mild about Harry."
making it much more diffic It f, or a

or people to buy a N
had so many American worke

u 
lk d car. ever before or since The new Republican Congress that convened in early 1947 reflected 

rs wa e offthei·ob.
m one year. lhe national discontent. It curbed the power of unions by passing the Taft­

Labor disputes crippled the c
rucia

. 1coal and 
ra

ilroa
d .

rn
d

ustries. Like The- HartleyLabor Act of 1947 (officially called the Labor-Management Relat'.ons
0 dore Roosevelt before him T 
both management and labo' I rudman grew frustrated with the stubbornness of Act). The law allowed employers to campaign against efforts_to form um~ns 

r ea ers He t00k fi d
whereupon the mine owners d. e era.I control ofthe coal mines, and outlawed unions from coercing workers to join or refusmg to negoaate 

threatened to draftstriking ailgree to union demands. In May 1946
' 
Truman 

grievances
b k ra road work .

ac to work. His threat, probabl ille er~ Into the military ifthey did nol go The Taft-Hartley Act also required union leaders 10 take "loyalty oa~s"
unist party banned strikes

g~I, did the trick, but it embittered many 
ec anog that theywere not members ofth c ' .workers who had long voted D y d I . e omm 

that organized labor "is throug~m~chratic. A leading union official announced 
by federal employees and imposed a "cooling-off" period of e1gfahty days ohn 

t the public wel re. Yet t e
Truman's ffi wit Truman" · '

e orts to control risin . . any stnke that the president deemed dangerous O 
1 

. 

J~e JO, 1946, he lifted wartime co g pnces were equally controversial. On most t bt· b'II was a provision that allowed
• 
stateu eg1s-

rou tng element ofthe new 1 

~rices for groceries skyrocketed .. nt~ols on consumer prices. Within days, 
•ority voted to unionize.latures to pass "right-to-work" Jaws that ended the practice offor~m~a wage 

m the previ h • nsmg m two 
wee

ks 
as much as they had risen w k d th -r. ft H tious I ree years. So Tr or ers at a company to join a union once a rnaJ e ia · ar ey.d uman restored • . d I bor Truman vetoeso upset by the price controls. Ranchers were J ed th " hockin " bill ti f, 1 

presi ent's change of na show ofsupport for organize a t" 'He deoounc e s g 
p~;;ds ~~~t~:· ;uddenly, there wasc~;s:e::i t~.ey :e.fused to sell their cat· bill

' which unions called "the slave-labor acd b· d for the country." ,.,norking-class
as "b

upply of food w eak crisis as consumers com· 
ad for labor, bad for management, an a

as worse than 
it
· h

ad been during the war. 
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and race hatred because we have witnessed the defeat ofenemies who tried to 

found a mastery ofthe world upon such cruel and fallacious policy." 

African Americans had fought in large numbers to overthrow the Nazi 

regime ofgovernment-sponsored racism, and returning veterans were unwill­

ing to put up with racial abuse at home. The cold war also gave political leaders 

added incentive to improve race relations. The Soviels often compared racism 

in the United States to the Nazis' brutalization of the Jews. In the ideological 

contest against capitalism, Communists highlighted examples of American 

racism to win influence among the newly emerging nations ofAfrica. 

Blackveterans who spoke out against racial bigotry often risked their lives. 

Jn 1946, two African American couples in rural Georgia were gunned down by 

a white mob. One of the murderers explained that George Dorsey, one of the 

victims, was "a good nigger" until he went into the army. "But when he came 

out, he thought he was as good as any white people:• 

In the fall of 1946, a delegation ofcivil rights activists urged President Tru­

man to condemn the Ku Klux Klan and the lynching of African Americans. 

The delegation graphically described incidents of torture and intimidation 

against blacks in the South. Truman was horrified: "My God! I had no idea 

that it was as terrible 3; ,i:i•: We've got to do something." 

Truman thereupon -'"i''Jinred a Committee on Civil Rights to investigate 

violence against Afrk!•n · :;1ericans. A year later, with Truman's endorsement, 

Democrats were delight,ed. Many unionists who 1, ·d " the commission issuc:J :1 report, "To Secure These Rights." which called for 

lie.ms in 1946 returned t th O 
-~ bone over to the Repub- a federal anti-lynching till, abolition of the poll tax designed to keep poor 

, I. o e emocrats because of fruman's strong support 
blacks from voting, a voting rights act, an end to racial segregation in the

ourna ist James WechsJ.er reported th t "M T 
fork in the road and turned . kaa r. ruman has reached the crucial armed forces, and a ban on racial segregation in public transportation. South­

unn11sta bly to tile left ..
Congress, however, overturned the . • . ern Democrats were Curious. South Carolina governor J. Strom Thurmond 

law. The number orstrikes d d hpres1dents veto, and Taft-Hartley becamt warned Truman that the southern Democratic vote was no longer "in the bag." 
. . roppe s arpl

Y 
th

erea
ft

er, and representatives of Thurmond would soon leave the party to form the Dixiecrats in opposition to
management and labor lea d

rne to work t thfifteen state legislatures ma· 1 . h oge er. At lhe same time, by 19.54. Truman.
• myinteS th On July 26, 1948, Truman took a bolder step when he banned racial dis­Hartley Act to pass • · L ou and West, had used the Taft-

Th ngut-to-work" law i . .
ose statl!$ thereafter recru't d . d 5

_ orbiddmg union-only workplaces. crimination in the federal government. Four days later, he issued an executive 

wages d • 
1 e m ustnes t I order ending racial segregation in the armed forces. The air force and navy

an nonunion" p,olicies. 0 re ocate because of their low 
quicklycomplied, but the army dragged its feet until the early 1950s. By 1960, 

however, the armed forces were the most racially integrated of all national
CIVIL RlGHTS
relurni Af: . Anoilier ofTruman' h U organizations. Desegregating the military was, Truman claimed, "the greatest
. ng ncan Amerlican sold. s c a cnges was the bigotry faced by
m a unifo d 1ers. Wh thing that ever happened to America:•

. hbo rm ecorated with comb en one black veteran arrived home
ne1g

Th 
r who 

sa1
'd

.: 
•
Don't you fi 

at medals, he was welcomed by a wh1lt
. 

JACKIE ROBINSON Meanwhile, racial segregation was being disman­
eSecond World W h orget .. . that you're still . " 

ant ways, however ,ar ad changed Amer· • . a rugger. tled in a much more public area: professional baseball. ~n April 1947, the 

is a particular! . As aN'ew York Times ed· _,cas racial landscape in import· Brooklyn D d . cl ded the first African Amencan to play major
o gers roster m u

Ygood time to,...,_ . itonaJ eicplained in early l946/ 'fhis
~..,upa1go again .

st the eVils of bigotry, prejud1ct, 
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Jackie Robinson Robinson's unfaltering courage, 11r • ,:,o, athletlc skills prompted 

the integration of sports, drawing African A merica11 •. ; .,no spectators to the 
games. Here, he greets his Domlnlcan fansar Trujlllo :(;,, ;',,;hoot in Santo Domingo. 

league baseball: Jack Roosevelt "Jackie" Robinson. He was born in 1919 in 

a Georgia sharecropper's cabin, the grandson of slaves. Six months later, hi.I 
father left town with a neighbor's wife, never to return. Robinson's mother 
moved the family to Pasadena, California, where Jackie became a marvelous 

~IJ-around alhlete. At UCLA, he was the first athlete in school history to letter 
in four sports: baseball, basketball, footbaU and .... k. Aft • in the 
arm d · w Id • "ac er serving

yd Nunng L or War II, he began playing professional basebaJJ in the so· 
calle egro eagues He did so JJ th · huld I . . · we at maior league scouts reported that e 
co P ay m the big leagues. 

At that point, Branch R" k h . ,cB kl D d . . tc ey, t e president and general manager of u,e 
roo yn o gers, mtervrewed Rob· fi 945 

Rickey asked Robinson if h mson .or three hours on August 28, I · 
Robinson was shocked: ''A;ecould face _racial abuse without losing his cempe~ 
back?" Rickey replied th h you looking for a Negro who is afraid to Jigh 

at e needed a pathb k:i « ,. •th "guts 
enough not to fight back" R b· rea ng Negro player WI 

integrate basebaII· "[f · 
0 mson assured him he was the best candidate.to 

· you want to tak th' b j]J be 
no incident'' He tlie. . e JS gam le, I will promise there w 

· n signed R 0 b · ck .,lllson to a contract for $600 a month. Ri e, 
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etplained to his critics that he had found a terrific player who was a strong, 
quiet warrior ofincomparable courage capable oflooking the other way when 
revoked. And he was often provoked. 

p soon after Robinson arrived for preseason practice, many of his white 
podger teammates refused to take the field with him. Manager Leo Durocher 
would have none of that. As he told the team, "I don't care ifthe guy is yellow 
orblack, or ifhehas stripes ... I'm the manager ofthis team, and I sayhe plays." 

During the 1947 season, teammates and opposing players viciously baited 
Robinson. Pitchers hit him, base runners spiked him, and spectators booed 
him and drenched him in beer, even as he led the Dodgers to the National 
League championship and eventually six World Series appearances. In Cin­
cinnati, Reds fans posted a sign reading: "Robinson: We are going to kill you if 
you attempt to enter a ball game as Crosley Field:' Hotels refused him rooms. 
and restaurants denied him service. Hate mail arrived by the bucketful. One 
sportswriter called Robinson "the loneliest man I have ever seen in sports:' 

On the other hand, black spectators were electrified by Robinson's cou­
rageous example and turned out in droves to watch him play. A headline in 
a Boston newspaper expressed the prevailing sentiment: "Triumph of Whole 
Race Seen in Jackie's Debut in Major League Ball:' As time passed, Robin­
son won over many fa;\; ;1·.1-:I players with his courage, wit, grit, and talent. As 
sportswriter Red Smi~b .,hserved, Robinson was an example of "the uncon­
querable doing the impr;·;~ib!e:' During his first season with the Dodgers, Rob­
inson stole twice as muny bases as anyone else in tlie National League, and 
he was named Rookie of the Year. Between 1949 and 1954, Robinson had a 

batting average of.327, among the best in baseball. Yankees catcher Yogi Berra 

said "he could beat you in a lot ofways:• 
Robinson's very presence on the field with lily-white teams forced spec­

tators sitting in racially divided bleachers to confront the hypocritical reality 
of segregation. Other teams soon began signing black players. Racial attitudes 
werechanging-slowly. In 1947, Robinson was voted thesecond most popular 
American, behind singer Bing Crosby. "My life;• Robinson remem~ered, "p~o­
duced understanding among whites, and it gave black people the idea that ifI 
could do it, they could do it, too, that blackness wasn't subservient to anything:• 

MEXICAN AMERICANS In the Far West, Mexican Americans (often 

grouped with other Spanish-speaking immigrants. as H'.sparrics or Lati~os) 
continued t . thn" prei·udice Schools m Anzona, New MeXJco,o expenence e 1c · · . . 
Texas and C·"" . 1. 1 segregated Mexican American children from• d.illOrma rou ine y _ . 
~hites. The S00,000 Latino veterans were especially frustrated that therr efforts 
III the ,.. d d 'th equality at home. They were frequently 

,ar were not rewar e w1 

https://candidate.to
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denied access to educational, medical, and hou~ing benefits availab) 
. . e to i1·h· 

servicm11:n. Some mortuuries even demed funeral services to Mexican 11c 

icans killed in combat. As a funeral director in Texas explained, "the ,\Iller. 
.. l\n,,1<ipcopIe would not stand for it. 0 

To fight such prejudicial treatment, Mexican American war vctc 
ran\ I d 

by Dr. Hector Perez Garcia, a U.S. Army major who had served as a e 

surgeon, organized the American GI Forum in Texas in 1948. Soon th combat 
ere Iverb Iranc 1es across the nation. Garcia, born in Mexico in 1914and raised in c

1
stressed the importance offormal education to Mexican Americans Th exas, 

. . . , · e org~
mzallons motto read: "Education Is Our Freedom and Freedom Sh Id · 
Everybody's Business:• ou Be 

At a time when Mexican Americans in Texas averaged no more than a th· d 
grade education, Garcia and five ofhis siblings had completed medic•) h,r · 

db • · u K 0~ 
an_ .ec~me physicians. Yet upon his return from the war, he encountered "dis• 
:runmation everywhere. We had no opportunities. \Ve had to pay [poll taxes] 

10 
ote. We_had segregated schools. We were not ullm·:,~d to go into publicplaces." 

Garcia and the ~I For~m initially focuses! r,:: ·.·~·tcrans' issues but soon 
expanded the orga111zat1ons scope to include !...·, : 1ng equal opportunities 
and equal treatment for all people. The GI r:o .·: . :,,bbie<l to end poll 

1sued for th · ht f L • axes,
eng O atrnostoserveoni·uri'-• ,.,· •····,Jopedscho I c . b1 ~,, , .... , " ·'~ o s ,oqo . 

ess_veterans. In 1984, Garcia received the Pre~ic!,_-nt1al Medal ofFreedom the 
nation's highest civilian honor. ' 

SHAPING THE FAIR DEAL D . 
in the Whit H T unng 1947, after less than three years 

e ouse, ruman had yet to h k h .
h . s a e t e widespread impression that 
; ;as not up t_o theJob. Critics proclaimed that "to err is Truman" The editors 

o rme magazme reflected the national sentiment when the wro.te "Mr Tru· 
man has often faced his responsibilities with y • . . 
performance was almo t . . bl a cheerful, dogged courage. But his 

s mvana y awkward . . d d.
ocre:• Voters they added b 1. d ' unmsp1re , and above all, me 1-

, , e 1eve thatTru " • d 
well:' Most political anal t man means well, but he doesn t o 

ys s assumed that th •d
win another term. e pres1 ent would lose his effort to 

Truman, too, feared that he would 1 
Dwight D. Eisenhow h ose. In July 1947, he met with General 

er as e was prep · . . 
Chiefs of Staff. Worr· d h anng to retire as chairman of the Jollll1" e t at General D I M ·b d 
right-wing Republic ,, . h oug as acArthur, a self-descn e 

in 1948, Truman urgeadn,E· m1gh t be the Republican presidential nominee 
1sen ower to ru h D • d 

even offered to be his v· . . n as t e emocratic nominee an 
1ce-pres1dentJal r · · d

explaining that he wa . unnmg mate. Eisenhower dechne ' 
New York City. s gomg to become president of Columbia University in 
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With the president's popularity sinking, the Democratic party was about to 

lit in two. Southern conservatives resented Truman's outspoken support of 
~ivil rights, while the left wing of the party resented the firing of Secretary of 
cornmerce Henry A. Wallace for publicly criticizing the administration's anti­
s viet policies. "Getting tough [with the Soviet Union];' Wallace had argued, 
•~ever brought anything real and lasting-whether for schoolyard bullies or 
world powers. The tougher we get, the tougher the Russians will get:' 

Wallace had said that the United States had "no more business in the polit­
ical affairs of Eastern Europe than Russia has in the political affairs of Latin 
America:· The danger of another world war, he said, "is much less from com ­
munism than it is from [American) imperialism:' Wallace's comments so out­

raged the leaders of the State Department that Truman felt he had no choice 

but to get rid ofhim. 
Despite the gloomy predictions for 1948, Truman mounted an intense 

reelection campaign. His first step was to shore up the major elements of the 
New Deal coalition of working-class voters: farmers, labor unionists, and Afri­

can Americans. 
In his 1948 State of the Union message, Truman announced that the pro­

grams he would later c.:11 ;ii,, "fair Deal" (to distinguish them from Roosevelt's 

New Deal) would buii<l i,f'•·!1 !he efforts ofthe New Deal to help all Americans. 
The first goal, Truman s,.::d, , , ,is to ensure civil rights for all Americans. He added 
proposals to increase fedeHl cid to education, expand unemployment and retire­
ment benefits, create a comprehensive system ofnational health insurance, enable 

more rural people to connect to electricity, and increase the minimum wage. 

THE ELECTION OF 1948 The Republican-controlled Congress dis­

missed Truman's proposals, an action it would later regret. At the Republican 
convention, New York governor Thomas E. Dewey won the presidential nomi­

nation on the third ballot. While the platform endorsed most ofthe New Deal 
reforms and approved the administration's bipartisan foreign policy, Dewey 

promised to run things more efficiently. . . . . 
In July, glum Democrats gathered for their convention m Philadelph1a. 

Everyone assumed a Republican victory in November. A reporter wrote that 
they behaved "as though they [had) accepted an invitation to a funeral." So'.11e 

Party leaders including Roosevelt's son James, a California congressman, tned 
to convince ~wight Eisenhower to accept the Democratic nomination,_ and 
many oth . . . d h' "d T man" effort The popular war hero declined,ers Jome 1s ump ru · ,, 
however, explaining that his refusal was "final and complete. . 

Dele h d d l'ttle more than go through the motions ofgates w o expecte to o 1 
norninat· T d bl surprised first by the battle on the conven-tng ruman were ou Y ' 
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tion floor over civil rights and then byTruman's,;:;, f,,, ;ement ofcivil rights for 
African Americans in his acceptance speech. Liberal Democrats led by Min­
nesota's Hubert Humphrey commended Truman "for his courageous stand 
on the issue of civil rights" and declared that the "time has arrived for the 
?emocratic party to get out of the shadow of civil rights:• White segregation· 
1st delegates from Alabama and Mississippi walked out in protest. The solidly 
Democratic South had fractured over race. 

On July 17, a group ofrebellious southern Democrats met in Birmingham, 
Alabama. W_hil~ waving Confederate flags and singing "Dixie;' they nominated 
South Car~lmas se~regationist governor, Strom Thurmond, on a States' Rights 
Democral!c party ticket, quickly dubbed the "Dixiecrat party" The Dixiecrats 
denounced Truman's "infamo " .. • . · . ,1· h . us CIVI rights initiatives and championed states ng ts agamst federal effort t h th 
South. s O c ange the tradition ofwhite supremacy in e 

Afew days later, on Jul 23 th I ft . d 
in Philadelph·a1 t0 c y ' e e wing ofthe Democratic partygathere 

,orm a new Prog · ·d t
Henry A. Wallac R , ressive party and nominate for pres1 en 

e, oosevelts form . •
ident, whom Truman h d fi d er secretary of agriculture and vice pres 
leader asked Truman to a. hdrre as secretary of commerce. One Democratic 

wit aw from th f{ereplied: "J was not brou h e race to help the party's chances. 
g t up to run from a fight:' 

Expanding the i\:c11· De.ii 1239 j 
~ 

n,e splits in the Democratic ranks seemed to spell the final blow to Tru-

but he refused to give in. He was finally renominated long after mid-
man, d h d' · · b d h . ht. By the time he entere t e au 1tonum, 1t was 2 A.M., ut he arouse t e 
ni'~hful by promising that "I will win this election and make the Republicans 
f~~e it!" He pledged to bring Congress into special session and demand that it 
h font the housing crisis and boost the minimum wage. 
con r ·1 " h' ti Within days, an invigorated Truman set out on a 22,000-mi e w 1s e-

" train tour making ten speeches a day scolding the "do-nothing" Eightieth 
stop ' bl'
Congress. The plain-talking president attracted huge crowds. The Repu 1cans, 

Popular Vote Electoral Vote 
24,200,0003030 Harry S. Truman (Democrat) 

189 22,000,000 
0 Thomas E. Dewey (Republican) 1,200,000 390 J, Strom Thurmond (States' Rights Democrat) 

0 1,160,000 
Henry A. Wallace (Progressive) 

d'ct a Dewey victory? 
• Why did the political experts pre I t the Democratic convention? 
1 · · ·ve issue aWhy was civil rights such a d,v,si ond and Henry Wallace end up 

H1 . m Thurm 
ow did the candidacies of 5tro 

helping Truman? 
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'frurna
n's fa

" 
ir Deal promised "greater economic opportunity for the mass of

thepeople.
t.1ost of the Fair Deal proposals that gained congm~ional approval weresions or enlargements ofNew Deal programs: a higher minimum hourlyciten expansion ofSocial Security coverage to 10 million workers not included'.~~~~~ original 1935 _bill, and a lar~e slu_m-.c~eai:ance and public•housing pro·10 Despite enjoymg Democratic maionties m Congress, however, Trumangrall'I-

ra
n up a

gainst the same alliance of conservative southern Democrats and
p.epu

bl'
icans who had worked against Roosevelt in the late 1930s. The bipar•.

usan con
servative coalition nixed most ofTruman's new programs. Congr

. 

ess·ected several civil rights bills, national health insurance, fed
eraI

a1
'd 

toed
U·re).

canon. an
d a new approach to subsidizing farmers. It also turned down Tru·

mans
, 

req
uested repeal of the anti•union Taft-Hartley Act. Yet t

h
e 

F
a,r
. D I

was not a Complete failure
· 
It laid the foundation for programs that the nex 

ea
t

generation of reformers would promote. 
"Dewey DefeatsTruman" T

ruman's victory in 1948,·•n~ •l•Ch a surprise thatthis early• -edition of the ChicagoDally Tribune reported that Dew,' ,;!! won.-------
THE COLD \-. .. H E ATS UP 

, •As during Harry Trua·...:·- :: tll"SI term, g
IObal concerns during his second termhe charged, "have the propaganda and the rn,.,,. 

. . . . . d . • l ddress'··: we have the people,and would again d1stracl l,~".', .,,.m, ~me
estic issues. In his 1949 maugura a •the people have the votes. Thats why we're go;-;~. ~" ,vin'.' Friendly audiences 

Truman ca11ed ,,or a v•:·c---,,-"· nt anti· ommum
·st foreign policy resting on three

loved his fighting spirit and dogged courage, shouting, "Pour it on, Haff)~• 
pillars: the United Nations, the ~arshall Plan, a

nd NATO. None ofthem could 
and "Give 'em heJI, Harry'.' Truman responded: "I don't give 'em hell. I just tell 

help resolve the civil war in China, however.the truth and they think it's hell:'
The polls predicted a sure win for Dewey, but on Election Day Truman 

stwar problems.theChinesecivil
."LOSING,, CHINA OneofthethormeSlpo . h'pulled offthe biggest upset in history, taking 24.2 million votes (49.5 percent) 

war, was fast coming to a head. Ch'nese Nationalists, led by C tang 
K

ai
·.

s
hek

. ,L Cto Dewey's 22 million (45.1 percent) and winning a thumping margin of303 had been fighting Mao Zedong 
and the omm

uru·sts since the 1920s. After
·to 189 in the electoral college. Democrats also regained control ofboth houses 

the Second World War, the Co munists won ov
er most of the peasants. By

m d fof Congress. Thurmond and Wallace each received more than I million votes. al. vernment was ,o
, reed to flee to the islan °the end of 1949, the Nation 1st go ,. ·t·cs-mostly Republicans-Trwnans en 1but the revolt of right and left bad worked to Truman's advantage. The Di.t· 

Formosa which it renamed Taiwan.iecrat rebellion backfired by angering black voters, who turned out in dro,~ 

• . . ?" What they did not exp1ain
.

asked bitterly, "Who lost Chma to c0 mmumsm.
to support Truman, and the Progressive party's radicalism made it hard fo 

~as how Truman could have pr
evented a 

C
om

munist victory without a mas·
. ul r andRepublicans to tag Truman as soft on communism. Thurmond carried foUl' 

s1ve U.S. military interventton, which 
would have been risky, unpop _a ' .

. ed to recognize the Nationahstsouthern states (South Carolina, Mississippi, Alabama, and Louisiana). 
expensive. After 1949, the United States conunu d 1 · formal
government on Taiwan as the Offi ·al govern

ment of China, e aymg
ci , Re ublic of China) for 

th. s
relations with "Red China" (the Peoples 

irtyyear ·THE FAIR DEAL REJECTED Truman viewed his surprising victory~ pa mandate for expanding the social welfare programs established by fran!<ltnRoosevelt. His State of the Union message in early l949 repeated the agenda 

BOMBS As the Communistsl'liE SOVIETS DEVELOP ATOM~ Soviets had detonated a nuclearhe had set forth the year before. "Every segment of our population and everf
1
• 

were gaining control of China, news tba~ ;eworld and led Truman to speedindividual" he declar d "h• e • · h weapon in 1949 frightened people arounas a ng t to expect from our government afia,·,dell · 



.

d the rair Deni 1945-195)
ThcCofd\\'aran________ ---~ The Cold \\'.ir Ilc.,1, lJp 1243

,242 Cll /\P'I Ell 2i 

Ille design of a hydrogen "sup
up er.

b,. a weapon far morepowerfid ,~.bom , ~ll.1 

the atomic bombs dropped on Japa11. 
·ihat the Soviets now possessed atornk 

~ f': •1\~~d weap . .. . '"'ans greatly intensified Cl'cry 0;,, n 
WM COnfrontation. ,,,~There 1s on(,· 't. 

thing worse than one nation haVing •~ _,l. =l o[.¼.~
' '/ ~k~

~

t 
I mic bomb:'said NobelPrize-Winnin,

a o U • o
hysicist Harold C. rey. Thats 1~.n·~~~~ /,, -

'J.:. \)'\ I \ rj/ ~ations having it." The fear of nuclear 

~-- i=i.~ ."'v~;(: annihLlalion joined Lhe fear ofcommu.

;:~~;;:~@· ' .. nism in deepening the Red Scare. 
• -~ , ll -~:{,tj : C •It /. -·
t'!,-:> ·.,--~_';:',. 1·\ ~ ,:. fC, ··1
V ._.,. ~4,o\ , ¥7' ., • " NSC-68 fn January 1950, President

' f. : . ~J-... . ·\ ...--✓..
·u• .. . , ' ·~\ ' ( Truman grew so concerned about the
•1,( ...)1/ . ~ \f-:--...'. /' . 

Soviets possessingatomic weapons tha1 

. . I 
I\ ,t he asked the National Security Council
i,, 

to Jssc~~,- 11:~rica's changing role In the
~ 

cold '-'· ·c: '-.{ ~our months later, the 

Cour.,.: ,aed a top-secret report,
Mao Zedong Cholrman of the Chinese 

NSC-<--'.,. ,focument called for an
Communist Party and 1he founderof the 

People's Republic of China. even ,,:. _ bust effort to "contain· 

the spre.,a o; communism. ln alarm• 

isl tones, NSC-68 revealed the major . an unexpected war ·tn Ko.rea
S es became involved ID • between commWllsm

assumptions that would guide U.S. foreign policy for the next twenty years: . the smoldering animosityespecially as the United t.abt 
"The issues that face us arc momentous, involving the fulfillment or de5truc• that ignited inro op. en com at Id 

tion not only ofthis Republic but ofcivilization itself." and capitalism around the wor . 

NSC-68 endorsed George Kennan's "containment" strategy. But where he 

had focused on political and economic counterpressure, the report's tone.''1! 
EA th Soviet Union in

global and militaristic, calling for ~a policy ofcalculated and gradual coercion WAR IN KOR th United States and e .. created by 
against Soviet expansionism-everywhere. By the mid-1950s, tenSion d . a result of the th situation rema1De. s between e dbalance of terror . d 

the Statt ln Asia, however. ·nJe d China and were' · ~ . Europe had temporarily ease as 

e reports primary author. He claimed that the .So11ets.. both sides having atomic weapons._ ed control of ma1 hand taken refuge on
Paul N·1tze, .,.Mnnans successor as director ofpolicy planning ,or 

Deparunent, was th . . ·sts had gain . who
driven to impose their will "on the rest of the world" were becoming mcre.1.S turbuJen1 Toe Commuru Nationalists, 3 

·mgly ~reckless» and wouId ·invade Western Europe by' 1954, by whte· h ti.Ille they threateni~g to destroy the Chinese ry from Lhe devas-

ti recove la
wo,ld h""'. '""gh ""don•<>poa, lod""'Y th, l/0;1«1 State,. . • Taiwan. . dog a drama c d World War. Doug s 

. By "&ru•g NSC-68, Tn,m,n <xplato«I that ;1woWd m"'° "do,bl"" ,r Japan, meanwhile, was expen~~s during the Seconharge of U.S.-occupied 

lation caused by U.S. bombing r~ the consul jn ~. the drafting of a
<npliog the b""g~, mn-,'"'"h«viJy, <nd ;mpruing va,;,., Sod< ol I dersh1p as e m1htary,\, . f the Japanes•viacArthur showed deft ea
economl~ controls. It meant a great change in our normal peacetime Ml~ ,th Japan_lie oversaw the disarm mg 0 

doing ings." NSC-68 became the guidebook for future American paliC)• 
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. . d I nation's economic recovery, all ofwhich li·e
dcmocrallc cons11tut1on, an t ic re 

turning Japan into Americas ~ric
nd

· North and South Korea thr 
To the cast, however, tensions between . d h K p . eatencd

• J d occup1e I c orean cnmsula •
to erupt into civil war. n1c Japanese 13 . . . since 

d rc•ted and withdrew in 1945, the victorious All'
I91 O, but after tIicy were c.. ,. . 1~ 

had faced the difficult task ofcreating an independent Korean nallon. 

A DIv IDED ICOREA Complicating that effort was the presence ofSoviet 

troops in northern Korea. They had accepted the surrender ofJapanese forc'S 

above the 38th parallel, which divides the Korean Peninsula, while U.S. forc'S 

had overseen the Japanese surrender south ofthe line. The Soviets quickly orga. 

nized a Communist government, the Democratic People's Republic of Korea 

(North Korea). The Americans countered by helping to establish a democratic 

government in the more populous south, the Republic of Korea (South Korea). 

By the end of 1948, separate regimes had appeared in the two sectors, Soviet 

and American forces had withdrawn, and some:! :···':inn North Koreans had 
fled to South Korea. 

WAR E RUPT~ On January 12, 1950, Secret~rr · , .•~ Dean Acheson gave a 

speech to the National Press Club in Washington, :..·.C . :r, which he said he was 

oft~n asked, "HastheState Departmentgot an Asian pc,licy?" He stressed that the Aght and flight American •;~ltfler,; and Korean civilian refugees march into the 

Umted States had assumed "the necessity of the m·1r,·ta d " fJ • Nakdong River region In1he sculh.
· · • ry e,ense o apan.

He then added that America had created a "def, . . " .
. ens1ve penmeter running along

the Aleutian Islands offthe coast ofAlaska to Ja t h R
Phil· · ,. pan o t e yukyu Islands to the Chiefs ofStaffor the Congress, he decided to wage war through the backing of 

ippmes. Where otherareas in thePacific are concerned;' Acheson added "it 
the United Nations rather than by seeking a declaration ofwar from Congress.

must be clear that no person can guarante th '
e ese areas ag · t ill ck." He knew that a congressional debate over a war in Korea would take so long

Acheson's statement came back to haunt him On ams m tary atta 

retary ofstate telephoned p 'd T · June 24, 1950, the s«· that it may then be too late to stop the Communists.
res, ent ruman· "M p 'd " "I

have very serious news. The North K · . r. res, ent, he reported, An emergency meeting ohhe UN Security Council in late June 1950 cen­
oreans have invaded S th K "w·th th sured the North Korean ubreach ofpeace." By sheer coincidence, the Soviet

encouragementoftheSoviet U . d ou orea. 1 e
mon an Com . Ch·

North Korean People's Anny had ra id] f, murust tna, the Soviet-equipped delegate, who held a veto power, was at the time boycotting thecouncil because 

headlong retreat. Within three d PS Y orced the South Korean forces into a it would not seat Communist China in place ofNationalist China. On June 27, 
ays, eoul

, 
the S

out
h K

orean capital, was cap· the Security Council called on UN members to "furnish such assistance to the
tured, and only 22,000 ofthe I00 000 S 
ofcombat. People then and sin ,h outh Korean soldiers were stiU capable ~epublic ofKorea as may be miccssaryto repel thearmed attack and to restore 

ce ave argued th A h
to the •defensive perimeter" 1- A . at c eson's clumsy reference international peace and security in the a.rea."

n s1a may ha .
and Soviets that the United Stat ve convmced the North Koreans Ttuman then ordered U.S. air, naval, and ground forces into action and

es would not . .
When reporters asked Trumn h resist an invasion ofSouth Korea. appointed seventy-year-old D,,uglas MacArthur supreme commander of the 
• n ow

. 
hew

o
uJd 

respond to the invasion the UN forces. The attack on South Korea, Truman said. made "it plain beyond all
president declared: "By God I' 

~Oubt that the international Communist movement is prepared to use armed
~orrec~ly, that the North Kor~an~t~:~~t~~ let them have it!" He assu~ed, 

Theres no telling what they'll d 'f been encouraged by the Soviets. invasion lo conquer indepen,dent n ations:' Truman's decisive steps gained 

d. o I we don't 5tr~ng bipartisan approval, but neitherthe nation nor the administration were
man pre icted. He then made a c ·t· Id . put up a fight right now" Tru·

n 1ca ec1sio . · h '
n. Wit out consulting the Joint llntted on the objectives ofthe war or its cooduct. 
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. t w•s the fi rst military action authorized by the lJ 
e orean con nIC ~ • • . niteTh K

Nations, and some twenty other nations part1c1pated. The United States Prod 
vided the largest contingent by far, some J30,000 troops. The American . der,ense· 

b d Of
ofSouth Korea set n worrisome prece dent: war. Y1·or er •a p res1dent-rather 

Cthan by a vote ofCongress, which the U.S. onSt.Itu ton reqmres. Trumandod" 1· t· .. th h ged
fl
. 

the issue by officially calling the con 1ct a po ice ac 10n ra er t an a 'Na C . 
. . " ' " r. n1. 
1cs labeled 1t Mr. Trumans War. 

TU RN ING THE TABLES The Korean War featured brutal combat. 

terrible conditions punctuated by heavy casualties and widespread destru 1. tn. Cton 
on ot sides. For the first three months, the fighting in Korea went bad! fibh 
the Republic ofKorea (ROK) and the UN forces. By September 1950 th yd or · d • e ec-
''.11ate South Korean troops were barely hanging on at Pusan, at the southern 
tip of the Korean Peninsula. Then, in a brilliant maneuver on September 15 

General _MacArthu~ staged a surprise amphibious lnnding behind the North 
Korean Imes at Inchon, the port city for Seoul, snr:v '.50 miles north ofPusan. 

U~ troops drove a wedge through the North K0 · ·. ·•(, army only a qua t f 
w om (some 25,000 soldiers) managed to flee .,o C., . ..C,,•••• ., tl1e b'Order Daysr lerate o 

South Korean troops recaptured Seoul. · r, 

At that point, the vainglorious MacArth b "' . ,.1n
suaded Truman to allow US t ur ~-~,., ~ overconfident and per-
Korea. Containment of co. . roops to push across the 38th parallel into North 

mrnumsm was no lo 
sought to rid North Korea ofth .. d nger enough; MacArthur now 

. e re menace" e ·r 1 h'
war mto China to prevent the Chi fr ' ven t is meant expanding the 

nese om resupplying their North Koreanallies. 

THE CHIN ESE INTERVENE B 
to capture the North Ko . YOctober 1950, UN forces were about 

rean capital P' • 
cerned that MacArthur's m ' yongyang. President Truman con· 
h ove would k ' 

t e war, repeatedly asked th US provo e Communist China to enter 

ton, D.C., only to be rebuffe: p· ·ci°mmander to meet with him in Washing· 
Island to meet with MacArth ma ly, the presiden t flew 7,000 miles to Wake 
commander in chief. ur, who contemptuously refused to salute his 

At the meeti . t ng on October 15 M 
m ervene, even though they had ' acArthur dismissed Chinese threats to 

31same day th C massed t ·' e ommunist governme t . roops on the Korean border. 1h 
not s an id] by'' n m B ...ct d ·Y as its North Ko eiJtng announced that China «,an· 
UN ,orces e t d rean allie 
reached Ch: ere the North Korean ca itat were humiliated. On October 20, 

MacArth:an on ~e Yalu River, Nor~ I<, an~ on October 26, advance uJIII.I 

a catastro h r predicted total victo b oreas border with China. 
p e. On the night ofNovemryb y Cht1Stmas. Instead he blundered into 

er25 • •
' some J00,000 Chinese "voJuntee~ 
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counterattacked, sending U.S. forces into a desperate retreat. "We ran likeante­
lopes~ said an American soldier, At the Chasin Reservoir, the First Marine Divi­
sion was surrounded by seven Chinese divisions. Their desperate situation was 
worsened by minus-40-degree cold nights. When asked bow the U.S. retreat was 
going, Marine geoeral Oliver P. Smith replied: "Retreat, heUI We're not retreating, 
wire just advancing in a different direction:' Smith evenrually directed an inge­
nious breakout by the Marines that saved the division from total destruction. 

St.ill, the UN forces were io retreat, ByJanuary 15, the Communist Chinese 
and No th K h d ed Seoul. What had started as a defensive war 

r oreans a recaptur 
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against Norlh Korean aggression had become an unlimited war against h of a bitch, although he was, but
1 1

e son
Nor1h Koreans and China's People's Liberation Army. thit's not against the law for generals. 

Ifii was, halfto three-quarters of them 
MACARTHUR CROSSES THE LINE The Chinese intervention c h

j . aug 1 would be in jail." That a.ll of the top 
MacArthur wholly unprepared. He now _as_ked for th1~ty-four atomic bornbs 

,nilitary leaders supported Truman's 
and proposed air raids on China, explammg to President Truman and th 

decision deflated much of the criticism. 
Joint Chiefs ofStaffthat urfwe lose the war to communism in Asia, the fall ; 

·Why, hell, if MacArthur had had his
Europe is inevitable." His plans horrified the militar~ leadership in Washin;. 

way; the president warned, "heel have
ton, D.C. It would be, said General Omar Bradley, chairman ofthe Joint Chiefs 

had us in the Third World War and
ofStaff, "the wrong war at the wrong place at the wrong time with the wrong 

blown up two-thirds ofthe world'.'
enemy.b Truman agreed. 

In late 1950, tJ:ie UN forces rallied. By January 1951, they had secured their 
A CEASE- FIRE On June 24, 1951.

lines below Seoul and launched a counterattack. When Truman began nego. 

tiations with North Korea to restore the prewar boundary, MacArthur under­ the Soviet representative at the United 

Nations proposed a cease-ti re in Korea
mined the president by issuing an ultimatum for China to make peaceorsuffer 

an attack. On April 5, on the floor ofCongress, the Republican minorityleader along the 38th parallel, the original 

read a letter from MacArthur that criticized the pr,!;i-~ent and said that "there dividinglinebetween North and South. 

Secretary of State A.::.c~on accepted
is no substitute for victory." Such open insubordin; · ,J:1 !.:ft Truman only two 

Firing of MacArthur In 1hls "1951
lhc cease-fire (armisi.;:,; .l'th the con­

choices: he could accept MacArthurs aggressive d.· . , ,:Is, or fire him. 
cartoon by L. J. Roche. Presi dent

sent of the United I'>~:.:;.,, China and 
Harry Truman, Secret11ry ofSt11te 

SACKING A HERO On April 11, 1951, with Li-·i.!;an control of the mil• North Korea respond1;.{ r: vorably. Denn Acheson, and the Pentagon 

dance in the Amulcan public's
itary at stake, Truman removed MacArthur and reoiaced him with General Truce talksstarteu c,, i July IO, 1951, 

Matthew B. Ridgway, a commander who better und~rstood how to conduct a at Panmunjom, only to drag on for two proverbial frying pan !or the wemoval 

of General Oougla5 MacArthur rrom 

modern war in pursuit oflimited objectives. "I believe that we must tryto limit years while sporadic fighting contin· 
his post as the supreme commander

ucd. The chief snags were exchanges
the war to Korea; Truman explained. "A number of events have made it evi­ of U.N. forces In Korea. 

dent_ that G~neral ~acArthur did not agree with that policy. I have therefore of prisoners (many captured North 

Korean and Chinese soldiers did not
considered1t essential to relieve General MacArthur so that there would beno 

want to go home) and South Korea's insistence on unification of the two rival
doubt or confusion as to the real purpose and aim ofour policy:' 

Koreas. Syngman RJiee, the South Korean leader, explained that "an armistice
Tru_man's sacking ofMacArthur, the army's only five-star general, divided 

~e nation: Dean Acheson, the secretaryofstate, had warned the president that Without national unification [is] a death sentence without protest:' 

By the time a truce was reached, on July 27, 1953, Truman had 1:etircd and
_if y~u relieve MacArthur, you will have the biggest fight ofyour administra· 

bon. Time magazine reported that "seldom had a more unpopular man fired Dwight D. Eisenhower was president. No peace treaty WRS ~ver s.igned, _and 

a mo~e p~pular one.» Senator Joseph McCarthy called the president a •son Korea, like Germany, remained divided. 'Ihe Jncondusive war, mcredibly nund­

!~$S in the way it began, often reckless in the way it was managed, and largely
of a bitch for sacking MacArthur. In his diary, Truman noted the ferocious 

fruit!~•• · the way 1t. ended, cost the United States more than 33,000 battle 
b~ckla~h against him: "Quite an explosion.... Letters ofabuse by the dozens." - m 

d d or missing. South Korean casualties were aboutdeaths and I0J 000 . 13 "Ill
Sixty-stx percent ofAmericans initially opposed Truman's decision. , woun e m1 on.l mllJJon,and North Korean and Chinesecasualties werean estimate<

~ouglas MacArthur was a larger-than-life military hero and was greeted by 

adormg cr~wds upon his return to the United States. Republicans in Congress 
THE IMPACT OF THE KOREAN WAR To most Americans,. the ~orth 

protested his removal, but Truman stood firm: "I fired him because he wouldn't 
Korean t· k 'd d concrete proofthat there was an inter­

respect the authority ofth p ·d I d"d
1 n,t fire him because he was a durnb a lac on South Korea prov1

"ded
c 

by the Soviet Union to control the world.e resi ent. nat1ooaJ C .
ommunlst conspiracygill 
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I. d the Soviets were behind the invas·Truman's assumption that Sta in an . ion or 
South Korea led him to deepen the American commitm:~t to st0P_ cornrnunisll!. 
"The interests ofthe United States are global in character, he_ex~latned. "A threat 
to the peace of the world anywhere is a threat to_ our s~cunty. Fearful that the 
Soviets would use the Korean conflict as a diverswn to mvade Western Europe, 
he ordered a major expansion ofU.S. military forces in Europe~and around the 
world. Truman also increased assistance to French troops fight mg a Cornrnunist 
independence movement in the French colony of Indochina (which included 
Vietnam), starting America's deepening military involvement in Southeast Asia. 

ANOTH E R R E D SCA RE 

The Korean War excited another Red Scare at home, as people grew fearful 
that Communists were infiltrating American society. Since 1938, the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities (HUAC) b<::d kept up a drumbeat of 
accusations about supposed Communist agent~ )i• ; l ,,: federal government. 

On March 21, 1947, President Truman s:~c..: '!l executive order (also 
known as the Loyalty Order) requiring federa! '1-··• ·, ::',ent workers to undergo 
a background investigation to ensure they wert' :~···, ,~ommunists or even asso­
ciated with Communists (or other "subversive" gi,,1~ps). 

Truman knew that the "loyalty program" violated civil liberties, but he felt 
he had no choice. He was responding to pressure from FBI director J. Edgar 
Hoover and Attorney General Tom Clark, both ofwhom were convinced that 
there were numerous spies working inside the federal government. Truman 
was also eager to blunt criticism that he was not doing enough to ensure that 
Soviet sympathizers were not working in government. 

Truman thought that the fear about Communist subversives was misplaced 
"People are very much wrought up about the communist 'bugaboo:" he wrote 
to Pennsylvania governor George Earle, "but r am of the opinion that the 

country is p~r~ectly safe so far as Communism is concerned:' By early 1951, 
the federal Civil Semce Commission had cleared more than million people,

3 
wh~e only 378 had been dismissed for doubtful loyalty. Others, however, had 
resigned for fear they would be dismissed. In 1953, President Dwight D. Eisen· 
hower revoked the Loyalty Order. 

TH~ HOLLYWOOD TEN Charges that Hollywood was a "hotbed of com· 
mumsm" I d th H 
~ 11 ~ e_ ouse Committee on Un-American Activities to launch a 
u -blown mvestigation of the motion-picture industry Toe HUAC subpoe· 

naed dozens of acto d . · held 
. rs, pro ucers, and drrectors to testify at its hearings, · 
m Los Angeles in O tob . mat19c er 47. Ten witnesses refused to testify, arguing 
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. . •· . . Amendment rights. When asked ifhe were 
the question mg violated thcir FtrSI 'ter Ring Lardner Jr. replied: "I 

· t party screenwn 
a member of the Comm urns ;elf in the morning." Another member of 
could answer, bul I would hate my . !ton Trumbo shouted as he left 

0 8d 'I< sc-reenwnter ' ,. Allthe so-called Hollywoo en, · f American concentration camp.
11the hearings, "This is the beginning O 

~ ,s and blacklisted (banned) 
· en prison 1ern ,ten were cited for contempt, giv 

from the film industry. e HUAC inspired playwright Ar_Lh~ Miller, 
The witch hunt launched by th C Ible an award-winmng play 

. d t0 write 111e rue ' ·a1 .
who himself was blackhste , t f the notorious witch tn 5 1I1 

d fc1 accoun ° d alproduced in 1953. It is a rama enth century, intende to ert 
f Of the seven 1e

Salelll, Massachusetts, at the eni . C mmunist hysteria. 
aud. f t·he anti- 01ences about the dangers O • 

. tO the Truman administration 
t damagmg ·Al.GER HISS Toe spy case mos . E dowment for Internauona 

. , f h Carnegie n . .
lllVolved Alger Hiss, president () t e agencies. Whittaker Chambers, 

IJ overnmen d himPeace, who had served in severa, g . f ']i"me magazine who reverse •
I 

a f,ormer Soviet spy an d Iater 311'1 editor. 
O 

• st supposed corninunists in the 
•fy,ng agamself and became an informer te!Sti 

I 



,
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Id tile HUAC in 1948 that Hiss had given him secret d 
ments ten years earlier, when Chambers was spying _for the Soviets and !iii; 
was working in the State Department. Hiss sued for label, and Charnbers p 
duced microfilms of the State Department doc~ments that_ he_ said Hiss ~:~ 
passed to him. Although Hiss denied the accusation'. he was md1cted and, after 
one mistrial, convicted in 1950. The charge was perJ~ry, but he was convicted 
oflying about espionage, for which he could not be tned because the statute of 
limitations on the crime had expired. 

More cases ofCommunist infiltration surfaced. In I949, eleven top leaders 
ofthe Communist party of the United States were convicted under the Smith 
Act of 1940, which outlawed any conspiracy to advocate the overthrowofthe 
government. The Supreme Court upheld the law under the doctrine ofa"clear 
and present danger;' which overrode the right to free speech. 

~~mm~,t to . ~ 

ATOMIC SPYING In 1950, the FBI unearthed a spy network involving 
both American and British Communists who h~ <l secretly passed information 
about the development of the atomic boml• ~:, >:-ie ~oviet Union. The disclo­
sure led to the arrest ofKlaus Fuchs, a Gcnrc:-:.-l···;m English nuclear physicist 
who had worked in the United States durin, '" •,·ar and helped to develop the 
atomic bomb. 

As it turned out, a New York couple, forme, Communists Julius and Ethel 
Rosenberg, were part of the same Soviet spy ring. Their claims of innocence 
were undercut by the confession ofEthel's brother, who admitted he was aspy 
along with his sister and brother-in-law. 

The convictions ofFuchs and the Rosenbergs fueled Republican charges that 
Truman'sadministration was not doingenough to hunt down Communistagents. 
The Rosenbergcase,called the crimeofthecenturybyJ. Edgar Hoover,also heisl'.1• 
ened fears that a vast Soviet network ofspies and sympathizers was operating lll 
the United States- and had 'given" Stalin the secret of building atomic weap· 
ons. Irving Kaufman, the federal judge who sentenced the Rosenbergs to death• 
e~plained that "plain, deliberate murder is dwarfed ... by comparison wi~ the 
cnme you have committed:' They were the first Americans executed for spyuig. 

MCCARTH_Y'S WITCH HUNT Evidence of Soviet spying encoura~: 
some to exploit fears ofthe Comm . t E . 0 a (ittle-knO
R bi" ums menace. ar1y in 195 , ost 

epu ican senator, Joseph R. McCarthy of Wisconsin surfaced as the lll 
ruthless manipulator ofanti-Co , . . ' 

M C h mmun1st aruueties. kl "tac· 
. c art Y, eager to attract media attention through hjs "bare-k.nUC e 's 

tics, took up the cause f . h wornen0
R bl. anti-communism with a fiery speec to 3 ·ch he epu 1can club in Whe I" "' ·n wh1 

e mg, vvest Virginia, on February 9, 1950, 1 
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charged that the State Department was infested with Communists. Heclaimed 

10 hove their names, although he never provided them. 
McCarthy's stunt got him what he wanted most: publicity, As the New Yor/c 

1111tes said, ·'It is difficult, lfnot impossible, to ignore charges made bySenator 
icCarthy jusl because they are usually proved exaggerated or 'I,a se."Du~mg. 

~ie next four years, McCarthy m!\de more wild a,cusations, initially against 
~anyDemocrats, whom hesmeared as '"dupes'' or ''fellowtravelersn ofthe "Com· 

ie$;• then against officers in the U.S. Army. 
ro Truman privately denounced McCarthy as "just a ballyhoo artist who 
h s to cover up his shortcomings with wild charges:• but McCarthy was not
s; easily dismissed. He enjoyed the backing of fellow Republicans eager to 
hurtDemocrats in the 1950 congressional electionsby claiming they were not 
bfllllg tough enough in fighting communism. Senator Lyndon B. Jo~s~~ of 
Texas said McCarthy was "thesorriest senator" in Washington. "Buthes ndmg 
high now, he's got people scared to death.. . :· 

By thesummer of195 L however, McCarthyism had gotten out ofcontrol. 
McCarthy's feverish exce.s~~"- ,,ere revealed for all to see when he Oulrageo~ly 
accused George Marsh:iJ; c,, fr. ,mer secretary ofstateand warhero'. ofmaki~g 
"common cause with St;.;~i:- t,:,- ";·,dngan instrument of the Commu1USt consp1r• 
acy." Concerns about 11"-i,1 N f~lr play did not faze McCarthy; his focus was 
on creating a reign of tcrror through 
groundless accusations. Truman called 
him a "pathological character assassin:• 

However sincere McCarthy's desire 
was to purify America of Communist l 
sympathizers, his unholy war never ffl 
uncovered a single Communist agent. 
But his relentless smear campaign, 
which tarnished many lives and repu· 
tations and had a chilling effect on free 
speech, wentlargely unchallenged until 
the end of the Korean War. Du.ring 
the Red Scare, thousands of left-wing 
Americans were ''blacklisted" from 
employment because of past poJjtical 
associations, real or rumored. Movies 

Joseph R. McCarthy The crusadingWith titles like "I Married a Commu­
senator who was determined to Identify

nist" fed the hysteria, and magazine ~ny Communists serving in the federal 
stories wamed of "a Red under every government. 
bed~ 

1 
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TIIE MCCAltHAN ACT Fears of Soviet spies working with \1 mer" 
sympalhizcrs led Congress in 1950 to pass the McCarran Internal Sccu . •can 

1 
over President Truman's vclo, making it unlawful "to combine, con/'. 1" ,\q 

agree with any other person to perform any act which would subst'rc, qr 

contribute to . .. the establishment of a totalitarian dictatorship:• Corn anti~II:, 

organizations had to register with the attorney general. Would-be irn ~uniit 

who had belonged to totalitarian parties in their home countries we m,bgranis 
re arredfrom entering the United States. And during any future national 

. . emergen
c1es, American Communists were to be herded into concentration cam • 

5 
McCarran Internal Security Act, Truman said in his veto message, wou;d}h~ 
the government into the business of thought control:' put 

THE RED SCARE AND THE COLD WAR Playing upon thei 
of th~ American public did not make for good policy in 19 l 9, nor d id it w::~ 
~ell m the early fifties. Both Red Scares ended up violating the civil liberties of 
mnocent people. 

President Truman may have erred in 194"i ·". ··c:ating a government loy­
alty program that aggravated the anti-Con !. , , , hysteria. Truman's own 

attorney general, Tom Clark, contended fo:1, ·: •.aiere "so many Commu­

nists in America" that they "were eveqrwh.:,r.. . ,;. factories, offices, butcher 
shops, on street corners, in private businesses-;;,:d each carries with him the 
germs ofdeath for society:' 

Trum:m also overstretched American resources when he pledged to "contain" 

commurnsm everywhere. Containment itself proved hard to contain amid 
the ideological posturing of Soviet and American leaders. Its chief theorist, 

G~orge F. Kennan, later confessed that he was partly to blame because he had 
failed at the outset to clarify the limits of the containment policy and to stress 

that the United States needed to prioritize its responses to Soviet adventuriSJJl. 

A COLD WAR GOVERNMENT The years after the Second World 
War were unlike any other postwar period in American history. Having t(lken 

on global burdens, the United States became committed to a perrnaneotl)' 
large ~ational military establishment, along with shadowy new government 
agencies such as the National Security Council (NSC) the National Securil)' 

Age~y (NSA), and the Central Intelligence Agency (C~). 

ful ~ federal government- and the presidency- grew larger, more power· 
'an more secretive, fueled by the actions ofboth major political parties 

35 

~ell as by the i_n_tense lobbying efforts of what Dwight D. Eisenhower would 
ater call the m1/1tary-industria/ complex. 
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fears of communism and concerns about a Soviet spy network in the 
United States mushroomed into politically motivated paranoia. Long-standing 
prejudices against Jews fed the hysteria; indeed, many Communist sympathiz­
ers were Jews from Eastern Europe. 

1be Red Scare also provided a powerful tool for Republicans to claim that 
pemocrats were "soft on Communism:' One ofthe worst effects ofthe Red Scare 
was to encourage widespread conformity ofthoughtand behavior. By 1950, it had 
become dangerous to criticize anything associated with the American way oflife. 

ASSESSING HARRY TRUMAN On March 30, 1952, Harry Truman 
announced that he would not seek another presidential term, in part because 
it was unlikely he could win. Less than 25 percent ofvoters surveyed said that 
he was doing a good job, the lowest presidential approval rating in history. 
Although Americans applauded Truman's integrity and courage, the unrelent­
ing war against communism, at home and abroad, led people to question his 
strategy. Negotiations to end the war in Korea had bogged down, the "red­
baiting'' of McCarthyis,·.; ,q., expanding, and conservative southern Demo­
crats, members of T~u..,\';·, <)wn party, had defeated most of his Fair Deal 
proposals. The war haJ .;",c 1:,rought higher taxes and higher prices for Amer­

ican consumers, many i;l whom blamed the president. Only years later would 
people (and historians) fully appreciate how effectively Truman had dealt with 

so many complex problems. 
To the end of his presidency, Truman, a plainspoken man who made deci­

sions based on his "gut-feeling" about what was "right;• viewed himselfas an 
ordinary person who had been given opportunities to do extraordinary things. 
"Ihave tried my best to give the nation everything I have in me;' Truman told 
reporters at one ofhis lastpress conferences. "There are a great many people ... 
who could have done the job betterthan I did it. But I had the job and had to do 
it." And it was not a simple job, by any means. At the end ofone difficult ?.ay in 
the White House, Truman growled while sipping a bourbon and water: They 
[his critics] talk about the power ofthe President, how I can just push a button 
to get things done. Why, I spend most ofmy time kissing somebody's ass:• 

By the time Truman left the White House in early 1953, the cold war had 
become an accepted part of the American way of life. But fears about the 
spread ofcommunism were counterbalanced by the joys of unexpected pros­
perity. Toward the end ofTruman's presidency, the economy began to grow at 
What Would b h f: t t •n hi·story transforming social and cultural ecome t e astes ra e 1 • 
life and b . h f the world The booming economy brought

ecommg t e marveI o · 
With it the " m "fty" fift" ,es. 



·

SuM !\I AllY ·d Jouical contest between the Western 
1'1 Id war ,~as an J eo " 

• 111c Colt! War c cu ' . d St 1 ) and the Communist countrks. At tht 
democracies (cspcciolly th c Untie ~ ~Union established "friendly" govern­
end of the Second World War, the Sovi_e . cupied behind an iro11 w rtnit, of

1monts in the Eastenl European countries I oc 
tolnHtarian control and secrecy. 

onded to the Soviet occupation ofEastern 
• Containment Prc~ident Tru~an resp . f ,~hich was to halt the spread 

Europe with the pohcy ofcom01mncnl, lhe aim O . h h 7i D 
. h •t ierged W1l t e ru111a11 oc•ofcommunism by opposing 1t w erever I en _- . , 

!ri11c (/947), he proposed giving economic and military aid to cou~tr1es fllcing 
· b G d Turkey· he also convinced CongressCommunist insurgencies, sue as rcece an . • 

to api,rove the National Security Act, which rcor1;arnzccl the U.S. : rmed forces and 
created the Central Intelligence Agency. With tlw ,\/11: ; /111/1 Plan,_f:uman offered 
redevelopment aid to all European nation~. 111 JIJ,j~, 1,1: hc:r/111 mrliftovercamea 
Soviet blockade ofsupplies to West Berlin, it\ I\;,;~. ,,il~d. States becamea 
founding member of the North Atlantic Tmrn t •· ,· · 1 (NATO), a military 
alliance ofWestern democracies unitt dprhY.., : , · .:·.'" Soviet Union. 

• Truman's Fair Deal Trumnn'sfllir Dcai ·,~~ 1- · ,·· ~~p.ind iheNewDtal 
despite intense Republican opposition in Ct>1.sr, .,·,. . . ,,,,n could not stop the 
Taft•Hartlej Act,a Republican-backed mea;ur•· 10 , ,ir'.; ·he power oflabor unions. 
Truman was more successful in expanding Social Se~urity and, through executive 
orders, desegregating the military and banning racial discrimination in thehiring 
offederal employees. After winning a second term in 1948, he proposed a civil 
rights bill, national health insurance, federal aid to education, and new farm subsi· 
dies. Despite the Democrats'majority in Congress, however, conservative Republi· 
cans and sourhern Dtmocrats (DiXiecrats) joined forces to defeat these initiatives. 

• The Korean War Containment policies proved less effective inEast Asia, as 
Communists won a long ci\iil war in China in 1949 and ignited a war in Korea. 
~n response, Truman authori1.ed NSC-68, a comprehensive blueprint for .AJ11er· 
1can foreign and defense policies th<1t called for a dramatic increase in military 
spendingand nudear arms. When North Korean troops invade<l South Korea in 
Jun~ 1950, Truman quicklydecided to go to war under the auspices ofthe Unlted 
Nittons. After a year of major gains and reverses by both sides and then two Y~ 
ofstalemate, a truce, concluded in July 1953, established a demilitarized zone in 
Korea. 

• 'The Red Scare The Onset of the cold war inflamed anotherRed Scare. Investigations
thby ; Ho":e Committee on Vn-.-\merican Activities (HUAC) sought to find "subver· 

slvesl .\ecll'l~~-lbefflsederal government. Starting in 1950,Senator Joseph R McCarthY 
exp Ott ,cars o o · t • · · 

Vie spies infiltrating the highestlevels ofthe U.S. government. 
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r,,1cCattlzyism flourished in lhc short term because the threatof11 world domimited by 
communistgovernments 6eerncd all too real to many Americans, · 

CIIJtONOLOGY 
Novemb e r 1946 Republicans win control ofboth houses ofCongress 
f cllru ary 1946 George Kennan urges a containment pollcy toward the Soviet 

Union 

Ma rc h 1947 The Truman Doctrine promises financial and military 
assistance to countries resisting Communist takl'OVer 

Ma y 1947 'I11e Marshall plan provides massive finqncial assistance to 
.European nations 

June 1947 Congress passes the Taft-Hartley Labor Acl overTruman's veto 

July 1947 National Security Council (NSC) is established 

May 1948 Israel is proclaimed an independent nation 

July 1948 Truman's executive order ends segregation in the U.S. armed 
fi,rces 

Oct ober 1948 Ulilted Statesand Great Brilain airliftsUpplies to West Berlin 

November 1948 r~-.. :·;·, defeats Dewey in the presidential election 

April 1949 ;-,;., r · \tla11ticTreatyOrganization (NATO) is created 

October 1949 Chi, 'falls1
) to e:ommunism 

Sc:n• :r Joseph McCarthybegins his crusade against suspected 
C{l!"lt'1llnists in the federal govemmenl 

June 1950 United States and other UN members go to war in Korea 

February 1950 

KEY TERM S 
Taft-HartleyLabor Act (1947) p. 1231iron curtai n p. 1218 
f ai.r Deal (1949) p. t237wntainment p. 1220 
Dlxie«rats p. 1238Truman Doctrine (1947) p. J22l 
NSC-68 (195 0) p. 1242Marshall Plan (1948) p. 1222 
House Committee on Un-American 

llerlin airli~ (1948) p. 1225 
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