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heredes prmcipis 
I 

in ,aulii lm~a.toris, duo pw!ri in stJidif.v li'tteriinrm suJJ! occupati. alte1· 
puer. Titus nomi,re.f/ibu/am 1Jiin·iin corJiitrrr; ai'ter. 11omine Publius, 
int,mte a.rrdir. adest qrwque pueronmr metor. ,';f. Fabius Qu fntiliiimts. 
'l!n,s P,1&li1isque, jifff Cle11m,tis acfrorr.es Poflae, miper keredes 
bt~periitoris facrf srml.. 

(fobulam n·dm'i11's) dcinde Iuppiter, rfa deorum 
scelcribu.s hominum valdil a frensus, genus 
mornilc. magnii dUuvio dclcrc constituiL primo 
cT p[acui de caclo, fulm[aa spargcre, guru: tots.m 
krram cr,emiircnt. t imcbat tamen nc d'ci ipsT, sf 

flarnmac ad caelum ii tcrra asccadisscnt, codcm 
ig_ni cremarcatur. rnvcrsam ergo po:mam impiia.crc 
miiluit . 

Ti-to niirrante, idm,a subiro ,aperm,r. i11wedi.11ir Epaphroruttls. pue,·, 
am:ff inter se aspiciwit; QufmiJiiim.u. crri Epapkniditru odio est, 
nifiiliimim,s eum comiter saJ'Jita/. 

QuintiEiinus: 
Epaph:roditus: 

Quintili[nus: 

libcntcr le vidfunus Epa:pbro--
(interpelliim) s.alvcle, p11erii. s.alvc tu, M . Fab1. 
hue m[ssus sum ut ma11diita pri.ndpi.~ nunticm. 
prcaccp;s vob,s impc.ral ut. ad. sc-qu~m cclcmmc 
contmdatis. 
vcrba tua, 1u, ·paphrodiilc, non inf.cllc~. eiir 
nos ad bnp::riilorcm a,-,cc.ssimu.r? 

Epapmoditus. miffo respiinsii ,daro, p.,.eros Q,,,miHmwmqtte per ,wlam 
ad lmperiitoris tab-lim1m d1icft puer.f. rimore commm~ ertrii tablumm 
haesitant 
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studits: smdium smdy 
Ultcr~rum: littcr a~ literature 

i:enus m ortllle 
the kr,maJ1 mce 

dtluvU!1 dthrrvium flood 
JO fulmtna : fiul.m,m thunderbolt 

crem ront: cn,mare 

15 

20 

5 

br,m, ,des.troy b_y /iu, 
dtversam : d tversus different 

Q1i"intiltiinus: 

Publfo.s: 

(timorem smm.1 dissimuliins) cur pcrturbiimin,, 

pu=""? 
bona -causa pcrtw:ba:rn.ur. lmpcrator enim nos 
s[11c dubiii casligiibil vcl p -aict. JO ea• gAbit: casll.J: re 

Quintil[[nus: nimis limidus cs Piihli. s1 prud.cntcr ,,os 
gcSS1mlis, ncquc. castTgii.b imin.1 1!11:q uc punicminL 

II 
Q.1,i11·1i./iiinus et p11erf, tabfimmr bigressf. Domitiiimm.1 ad mbuam 
sede,rJem 111usc-ii!ique s.rfJjj t,•iinsfigeuJem inwmium. Domitia1ws neqJ•e 
respicit 1Jeqr1e qufoquam dJcit. 1me,'fpalle.scwlf. 

scold, reyi1-imand 
~·6.s i:csserid• : s :i:ererc 

beha,..e, oonduct 011e.velf 

muse :s: mu:sl'a fly 
rosp"ldt: rosplc-c:n look up 

Domitiiinl!IS: (ta11dem respicfi!m) noli:.c 1imcrc, puerl. vos non 
punitu:rus sum - n[si 111.ihi displic~ritis.. (mu.ream 
aliam tr,iinsflgi t; denique, stifo deposi to, pueros .mbito 
interro~ar:) -quam d.iu disdpuli M_ Fabi'i iam estis? 
(haesita.m) d--duiis menses, cl.om.inc. 

5 ·displi.cuer it is: d.l.splic -r-.e 
di!(please 

!till : 

Domiti i n.l!IS: 

Publius: 

.Domitiiinus: 

Publ[us: 

Q uintiliiinus: 

Domitiiinl!IS: 

Ltus: 

Domitiiinus: 

nobis ergo tempus c-st oognoscC'.re quid d[diccrRts. 
(ad Pr1bfirrm 1r!pe11.te c-011ve1·.ms) l'ulb I, guid bcr[ 
doocbiimin"i? 
vcrsu.s quiisdam cgc-biimus, damin-e, -quos 
Ovid ius pocia d.c [ lo diluv[o rabu oso composuit. 
itaqu::s, vc;s.ibus Ov[d.ianI~ heri lccfis, quid ho d.ie 
fadt.is? 
hocllc ooniim ur cat1dcm fli.bu lam ve,hfa nostri s 
nirrafc. 
ubi !ii nos e.rccs.s.TvfatT, domiac, us de Ira Iov[s 
niimirurus crat. 
rabu!a scrliccl ap!i:.sima ! cam au di.re vdim. vie, 
niimitioa.em tuam renovsJ 
(folndam timide re1101-'iim) lu-Iuppiter nimlxis 
ln@:mfcs de ca-aiclo dcmitt::ro oonsti .u lt. statim 
Aqui.liinem [n ca-aivemis Aeoliis i.nc i:i.stl, ct 

ofum liberav:it. quI t1J.Sd[d.fa ii.1:fa cvola.vi1; 
ba-barba nimbls gravibatur, un-dac de cs.p il!is 
flucbant. simulatgue ~,otus cvoliivit, ni.mbI -dcas:i 
CJ! aethcrc cum ingcafi fragore d ru.si sunt. scd 
ta:nt.a e;rat fovis Ira ut imbribus cacl"i -oonrenrus 
non esse~; aux[liwn ergo ii friitr,e • lcptilno pefivn. 
qui cum t.crram trid:m,e pcrcuss[sscl, illa valdc 
tremuit v iamquc patcrreit ubi undae flucrcnt. 
ste.lim ftumina ingenti a per cam;pos apcrros 
rucbant. 
salts aarriiv;sfi, ite. auac Iii, l'ub!T, n ii rrationem 
cxcrpc. 
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·dldle.e;rltis: d isc-ere ,/earn 

f!lbul6s : lllbulll<.sus 
fegendary. famous 

O vldi~n t.: O YidI§nu~ o.JO~id 

n§r r ti ll·nem: nArr§t l!I 
nnrrat.io,r 

nlmblb: nlm.bas !'ain cloud 
,c:a~·-c:rnJs : caverns cave, 

C-QV!'l'II 

A l!OIIJ!i: Aeolius Aeolimr 
l11 11:lllsit : lnc!0d,er~ slu•t tffJ 
Notum: otru So,illr wiJJd 
lllfs: ila wi,r~ 
:11:r a~· b iit ur: i:;ravllre 

load, 'wY!i!!;h dow,1 
lmbribu, : imber min 
Neptiin ll: ep-tilnus NeptuJJe 

(Romar1 god of tlie ea) 
lridcnte: t rid ·n• tride1Jt 
,e:amp6s: campus plain 
•l![l[eipe: e~dpsrc take o~'er 
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Publrus: iamque [atc.r m are ct tcllilrem n illlum discrrmcn 

cratt; mare ubTgl!te cut ncquc m a !Itora habcb at. 
homin~ eJCitlum cffugerc co:niibsntur. am montcs 

reJ:Jderunt; alii, in alivibus scdcntcs, per agros 
il I iis remjgii\<i:mnt qufo nuper arii.ba□t; h.ic su pra 

s cgc-t.cs. aut tcc1a \'illarum mcrsiir□m niivigiivit; 

illc in summT8 arboribus pisoos inv®iL l.upI inter 

ovcs natabant; lciin-f:s fhlvY □ndis vcbooan ,u r. 

aves, postquam tcrram diu quac.rcbant ubi 
c.omstsl.crc pos.si:;at, tandem in mare fcssis alis 

dccrdcrunt. cspd lac pcilcs -

40 

tell :n,m1 t dlQs lcmd., earl:lr 
d lsei-fmcn bou,ida~y. 

dfvidi1;1: /iJJe 

I' ~I: vlrunt: r~mli:lre mw 
·ar bant: arArs plow 
h lc ... Ille thi man ... that 

nlQ11'r one n,IQ11' M O . i(JIWther 

45 man 
supr ow,: on lop of 

:BUt 0 1' 

mud.rum: mu·i;:c'l'e .mbme,xe 
Pii.b-lia hoc n!frnrntf Domitiiim/5 mam7 siK1Jificat ut desistaL di1I lacet, pise .s.: pl.sccis f1:sh 
puerfs ,anxirs e.x,r.pectcmtibr,s. Qt1lrltiliii1Jus 1Aeretrrr rd! ptter.i JmperlitorT ov,i!:s: ovls sheep 
non plamei·im. tandem ifi'e /oquitur. 50 f i:JN f: fulvus taw1Jy 

,c,apcllae: capc!la sJie-p:o.at 
Dom iti[nU:S: forruoofi cst is, Pilb!J ac Ti'.c; aam ut decorum c.s i;:racllk: i;:radlls w:aafol 

ltUS: 

p riacipts bcrcd.ibus, ab optima rbc:orc doccminr, 

quT optima cxcmpla vobfa proposurt. sI viis p ucrr, 

usas vcstras tam fiicundsc d1xcrrtrs ,quam 

O ... id i.us versus composurt, saq,c vie ores a 
basjlicii msc&H:tis; ab m1mtb s !audiil,imiaI. 

(timO!l? iam depo.sito) non□~ i'ina res te falli t, 
domine? niis su mus lt&cdfu tuY; aiianc igitur nfo. 

um caus[s nostrffs mxcrimus., non sacpc scd 

s e;111pcr victorcs di:;.ee d6nms ct ab omnibus 

laudii.bimur? 

QHT11tiliiim1s f:nibesci.t. Domitiiim1s. a11diidii ntrobstr,pefo.c:tus, nihif 
dTc it. tmrdem, rfJens wl r.f.mm simufiins, pueros mftoJTmque dimittit; 
dei11de, stilo 1·esf:in.1pro, mu,~ciis iterwn t1·iinsfip:ae incipit. 

55 

60 

caus s •• , di x.e!l'itis.: causam 
d cen plead a ca.re 

flk1rnd j]rumt;'y, eloque1Jtly 

falllt : fallere es.c.(Jpe notice of. 
sl(rJ by 

simul ns: simuUlre pJTtend 
res- mptll·: res Om l!Te 

pick lip agai 11· 

ab a.'l'lnll:ms la11!lablminI. 
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1 Study the farm and meaning of each of ilii: follDVl'lng vcrbs audl n□ m;;: 

nominm 
volvcre 

mm1i.tiate. 1.w.me 
l !ll'/1, rnlf 

nom.cn 
voliim::-n 

flQJ?.I<!' 

rofl of pa.pynu, scroll 
ung,ui:ro a11oim. mem-· ungucn!ium oi11tm'ent 

1 Follm,,ing the example ofparagraph 1, comp etc the fo t □Vl'lng abli::-: 

.r iir,o compete ccrtiii111cn 

crlmunarc accrue nm~Jl 

arguc:re argiimentum pmqf, argument 
impcmrc tmpooim::;n!wn hi11drn.11ce, nui anoe 
vcs.fin:: dothe. dress yci;fimc:□ta 

o.miirn omamc-n/:J:J.m 
tor-q iire tormentum 



Authors, readers, and listeners 
Aflc-r a Raman writer had recited bis work to b.i,; patron or friend,;, or to a wider 

audience at a rccitatto,, as described in tagc 36, be had to dcctde. whether or not 

to make it availalble ta, the ge.ncral publi.e. If he decided to go ahead, h[s n-cJCt step 

,vas to hiave :.cvcral c:op[es made. U he or hi,; patmn owt1ed some suffic:fontly 

cdu1:atcd :.laves, they might be as ·cd to make ecpies far the ulhm to distribute 

among his fricads. Cicero sent volumes of his war',;: to his ban. er frte nd, Atttcus, 

, ho had many sll"'"..b libn!rl . Alternative • , the author might offer h is work to the 

blbllop~la~, the boa.·sellcrs, whose slaves would make a t1ut11.bcr of copies for 

sale to the public. 
Most Roman- bookscl.1<:!s bad their shops in the. A:rgi ctum, a strccl whi h ran 

between the Forum Rom:nwm and the ubura. Books w1Ire fairly incxpcO£ive. A 

<mall book of poems might cos.I 5 :s.estcrccs if it were an ordiLwy eop-y, 20 
sesteroes if it were a deluxe edition mead.a of high"q113lity materials. M o.r1ial tc ls 
us that bis. fir,t book of epiEl)'am:s. about 700 lines, so,ld for 20 s cst.ercc:s.. Afur the 

work ha-d oocn copted, all money from sales of the boo.· belonged to the 

booksellers, 1Jot to the author. We do not knm [f the boo. sc lcrs ever paid 

nything to an author for lcttiag them copy hts work. 

Oo.c result of th-:=se a.rraagements for copying and selling b□oks wa.:s th.cat thm: 

was no su-eh tb.ing tn Rome as a professions write.r; no author -could hope to 

ma!kc a livin..~ from bis work. ome. of the people \ ho wrote boo. s were wealthy 

mateurs. like Pliny who, made most of his money as a andowncr and wrote as a 
hobby; others ILke Martial, depended 001 patrons for support. Wrik;rs fit into the 

general client-patron system , learned about in nit 3. An author, unlike 

m dine:ry •C'll~nt~s, however, could offer b.is patlll!nus a wider reputation, a chance. 

for perpetual dl~m:!t ,s. 

Sometimes the emperor became an author's patron. For example, the poets 

Virgi and Horace , ere h-elpcd and encouraged first by the Emperor Augustus.' 

m ead Maeccoas, and then by Augustus mmsdf. Other autb.ors however, got into 

trouble with the emperor. Ovid far instance-, was seu t into eJCilc by AUJ:lustU:S 

bccaus,e he bad bee□ involved tn a mysterious. sce:□dal in ,h e cnlp,.."Tor's own 
fami.!y and because he had written a poem entitled A.rs Amatoria (The Art of 
wv<'), a ... ~tty an-d lug.ht-hearted guid.c. for you,ig me-n 011 th-e coaduc: o.f love 

ffairs. The A/'3 Anwtoria greatly displeased Augustus, , ho had introduced a 

numb.."X of laws for the en.couragement of respectable marriage, at1d Ovid was. 
cJCi!cd to a d.istan part of the cmptre for the re.st of his life. Und.er later emperors, 

such as Domitian it was safe.st for o:n ulhm to pubUsh nothing at al[ or else to 

ma!kc flattering remarks about the emperor ;n hls work, as ~fartial did in hts poem 

on pJ!.g~ (lines 6-9). 

The A..-giletum. where the 

book shops were. is the lcmg 
street emergi'ngfrom tfte 

Forum at top left, pas.'!i,ig 
tflroi,gh rhe narrow Forum 

Tran.fl/or/um whtch 

nmni1Jg doK?I to Oie bnttom 

ri'glu 111 the <:.1'(11,,rfed Stlbr.iro 

di3trict 

Some , arks o f Latin literature reach.ad a wtde pub!tc. For c..""<ample, thou=ds Cfwo.,ing a boot. 

of pcap!e saw the c-0mic p ays of Plau1us when 
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tlley we-re performed in the tbea/.c.r. But mC11St Roman autll□rs wrote for a small, 

h ighly educated group of readers who were familiar not only with Latin literature, 

but also w itb Inc literature □ftbe Gree. s. 
Schoolboys, lnke Pub lius and Tttus in the story on rnrnes 66-68. d perhaps a 

few girls as wd , ,,;ere introduced by nil.cir tea.ch...= to the study of botll Grnek 

and Rome:o authors. Th.c f.a.mous educator a□d orator, Quinliliaa (c. AD 35 - c. 
t 00), w11s the first teaclier to obtain a salary from the state wh.cri h.-e was 

ppointcd i□structor of rhetoric by Vcs~ta□- Besides Domit[aa s adopt.,,l sons, 

Quintil [e:n taught Pl.iny the Young,cr. The. most influential of Qu[n±ilian's books., 

The Education of a,i Ora101·, co,vcrcd education from infancy to the level of the 

experienced s;pcakei: The book also io.clu:dcd a long fat of recommended Greek 

and Latin autbor.s, with commc.nts 01J c..i.eh o□e. or ex amp-le, he wro .. c: "Ovtd is 

ligh.t-hcarted even on s erious subjec~s and too foold of his. own c cvcmes.s, but 

parts ofhis wor. · arc .:xcc cnt.~ 

Latin literature p layed an important part in Roman cdu..'"'8.tioa_ Roman 

cdu-eation, tn tum, p layed an important part in the writtng of Latin iterature. 
Mos!. Ro mean authors had rccci,vcd a thorough training from a rhl!lo~, , ho- taught 

them bow ta, express tbe-rn-sdves pcrsuca:s.i vcly and artisttcs.l ly, how to c.ooosc 

words. and rhctortcal dcv[ thiat would have maximum effect on an au:dien 

nd b.ow to organize a spcccl1. !Its training had a g_rcat influence o□ the , y 
Latin literature was written. 
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Abos-I:': l'ile po,,I HOl'ace 

w1u giwi1 tlris Jami in tlie 

Sabine Hillv !Jy hi.s palrolf, 

Maecf!l1a.1. 

Bclov-·: A boy proaicmg 

pubJ'ic speaking. R.mm.d f11s 

neck he 1>wr.1 a ilu.lle, a 

chi.Id~ locket crmtaimrig an 

amidet. 

r •••••• •••••• • 

~~ 



Navigation 

An important difforenoc between Latin and mode-rn literature is 
that mo st mod.cm literature is v.•r'h~n fo r sthmt reading, wh=as Lad□ 
l.ite;rafurc was often wnttcn to ~ read aloud. Th.e. lhrre rea~o□ s- for this 

have a!rC11<l_ bc,ea mc-nHonc<l: first !he eas-i . t way for an author to tell 

the public about his work v.-as to .read it aloud m them; second, most 
authors had reccirvcd cJCtcnsu\'C trai11ing in public sp~ing and this 
aff. .ted the \~ y they wrote; third, many Romans whc-n rcad[ug a 

book, would read i . aloud or have it read lo ilicm .. 

e fa t thaJ Ladn litcrature was written fo r spca:rr□g aloud, and 
not for s.iknt reading, mad.c a great d.ifforenec to the way Roman 
authors wrote. Tncy cxpr,=cd themselves in ways that would sound 
effective when heard, not jus look clro;:tivc whrn read. For cxaml}le, 

sup l)OSC a Rom an author wished to say, in the -course of a story: 

The m;fertrmate &oy did not see the da>J!{e" 

He might cxprcs-$ iliis quite srraightforwardly: 

puer tn:ll!lfx p erlcul.u m n !In vfdit. 

But he m ight, espceia ly in poetry, choose a more ar1istic word 
orde~. For iastan.cc, he m[~ t place the. cmottona word infHfx in th.c 
prom[11ent first position in ho !inc j ll!Xtaposc the. al.lrtcrativc 
i;>-~rtculam and pu l!T, and s.epa~ tc tho adj oetive from [ts noun. 

m.RJJix pel'l~u:tum puer n,lln dtt. 

Again, the. utb.or m ight prefer a more drams.tic way of eJCpressing 

himself. He might address the dmactcr in the sl.ory as 1f he wore­
phys.ieally pre.sent, e.nd pnt a ques ."on to him.: 

lt~n pue:rtnf'Mfxt .o.~nne pe eulum. vld l s?· 
Alas, .111.1_/01'tm1·ate boy.r Dr, _l,-Y)H 1101 see the da,ip;er? 

On the piri.L1ted pag_e, especially i11 English tmnsJatioa, sucli artfatic 

variati.ons as these may sometimes appear rather stranl!.e to a modem 
re-ader: Wh.."1! they arc read aloud in Latin, however the cl'Tc,;:t can be 
very differe-nt. 1'o read latjn !itcra.ture sil..:;n .ly is Hee looking &t a page 

of written mU:Stc; it needs. to be performed aloud for full effect. 
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Domitian's 
palace 

c Emperor .Domitian was a 
great builder. He fin ished 

Vespasian',; Colosseum and 
ga·ve Rome a stadium an d a 

new forum (the Forum 
Transitorium) as wd as many 
sma.ller bulld.ings. He rcstornd. 

much ofRoone e.ftc-r a s.crlous 
fire. Bu hi:s greatest building 
, as h[s own pafacc on !he 

Palatine hill. 

Fragme11tofajloo.r made l:,y 

cutting wlrite and colored maroles 
and red and greeI1 porphyry to a11 
ehwo.ra1e patten1. 
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Tr..e palace ll!(:()115/rtu:zed. 

sradlum. 

A ·.vaJI belonging to !lie state roams s.Jrow11 ;m 

P.Qg~ sho-,,;ing lt.e holes far tlie e~1fd,m · 

scGjJaldmg. ITie fm1ld.e1-s co1istruc1ed l'l<tJ brier. 

walls ar1d.fil/ed tfle gap lmween wllli mortar 

a11d nl.bble, r.e. com:reJe. IT!e scajfof!ling holes 

-..ouftl !1= been lndrli!lt by marblefadng or 

.1t1m:o ~1.1dering. 



Vocabu]ary checklist 3'9 

.arbor, artiorls, :f. 
aut 
cad3., cad l!'re, cccidt 

campu · eamp, m . 
capill , ~.aplllll1·um, m. pl.. 

dlscrimen, d li.erimlnls n. 

er,::tl 

falHl, £alhme fofclU, falsus 
frai;ora frali:i~rls, m, 

i:cnus. l:il!'Dms: 11. 
11:lne 
hlv.'I, i.u.'\I n, mvT, Ulitl!lS 

Uttera, litter~ f. 
Ilttcrae, llttu!l.n.Jm f .. pl. 

m m.sls, m nsis: m. 

slmul6, s:lmul :re, simul , simuUlt11.ll 
spai,:i:i, sparjlcr spars , spa rc5us 
stllus, s,tIT m. 

rudlum, stud1, n. 
!Illus, lllla, llllum 

ti:ee 
or 
fall 
plai,r 
l1·ai1· 
dr11Mi1.rg fine; err.sis 

tli-eref01e 
deceive, escape 1;otice of. slip by 
crash 
mce 

foYJ111 li·ere; tlJl!'l1. 1u!xt 

lrelp, assjsf 

Jette,• (of the alphabet) 
le'fle1: fetters (co1'!'espondem:e). lrtemr.u 

month 
pretend 
.scatt·er 
pen (pointed .stickforw1·iting on ,,rox tablet) 
enthusinsm; study 
any 
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