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unthinkably horrific, which in turn mad ous
handling disputes.

TRUMAN AND THE CoLD WAR

In April 1945, less than three months after Harry S. Tn;man (}ll «d be%“" his
new role as vice president, Eleanor Roosevelt calmly informed him, Harry,
the President is dead” When Truman asked what he could do to help pe,
the First Lady replied: “Is there anything we can do for }'f’“? For you are tp,
one in trouble now” Truman was largely unknown outside of Washingtop,
What everyone did know, however, was that he was not Franklin Delano Roq.
sevelt. Truman had no wealthy family, had not traveled the world, and had not
attended Harvard or Columbia. In fact, he had not gone to college.

Born in 1884 in western Missouri, Truman grew up in Independence,
near Kansas City. Bookish and withdrawn, he was, he recalled, a bit of ‘
sissy” as a boy. He moved to his grandmother’s farm after high school,
spent a few years working in Kansas City banks, snd grew into an outgoing
young man.

During the First World War, Truman ser-¢ “rance as captain of an
artillery battery. Afterward, he and a partner stz x clothing business, but
it failed miserably in the recession of 1922, leaving him in debt for the next
twenty years. Truman then entered local politics under the tutelage of Kan-
sas City’s Democratic machine. In 1934, Missouri sent him to the U.S, Senate,
where he remained obscure until he chaired a committee investigating fraud
in the war-mobilization effort,

Truman was a plain, decent, lovable man who lacked Roosevelt’s dash,
charm, brilliance, and creativity. On his first full day as president, Truman was
awestruck. “Boys, if you ever Pray, pray for me now;” he told reporters. “I don't
know whether you fellows ever had a load of hay fall on you, but when they
told me yesterday what had happened, I felt like the moon, the stars and all the
planets had fallen on me?”

Washington politicos had low €xpectations of Roosevelt’s successor. As
Truman was seated waiting to be sworn in as the grieving nation’s new pres-
ident, a Democratic official said “he looked to me like a very little man as he
sat” in a huge leather chajr., An unreflective man whose famed decisiveness
was rarely troubled by doubts or moral ambiguities, Truman was famously
short-tempered, profane, and dismissive, and was notorious for his scrappy
press conferences. (“If you ask smart-aleck questions, I'll give you smart-aleck
answers.”) He called publisher William Randolph Hearst “the No. 1 whore
monger of our time,” columnist Westbrook Pegler “the greatest character assas-
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its neighbors, enforcing ideological conformity, and prohibiting religi'ous Prac.
tices. Insecurity, as much as Communist ideology, drove nfuch of Soviet behay,.
ior after the Second World War. Russia, after all, had been invaded by Ge y
twice in the first half of the twentieth century, and some 23 million, People digg
as a result. Soviet leaders were determined to create loyal nations op, their b,
ders for protection. The people of Eastern Europe were caught in the middle

CONFLICTS WITH THE SOVIETS The wartime military alliance
against Nazism disintegrated after 1945 as the Soviet Union violated the prom.
ises it had made at the Yalta Conference and imposed military contro] ang the
Communist political system on the nations of Eastern Europe it had Jibe;.
ated. On May 12, 1945, four days after victory in Europe, Winston Churchjj]
asked Truman: “What is to happen about Europe? An iron curtain is drawn
down upon [the Russian] front. We do not know what is going on behind [it])?
Churchill and Truman wanted to lift the “iron curtain” and help those nations
develop democratic governments. But events during the second half of 1945
dashed those expectations.

As early as the spring of 1945 and continuing i the next two years, the
Soviet Union systematically imprisoned half of - - furopean continent, The
Red Army ran amok, raping and killing the “iib21utad” citizens of Eastern
Europe. Thereafter, the Soviets Systematically instalied “puppet” governments
across central and Eastern Europe (Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, East
Germany, Hungary, Poland, Romania, and Yugoslavia). Totalitarian regimes
essentially turned once-proud nations into Soviet colonies. In their ruthless
pursuit of total control, the Soviets eliminated all
Communists, created secret police forces,

political parties except the
took control of intellectual and cul-

»undermined the Roman Catholic Church,
and organized a process of ethnic cleansing whereby whole populations—12 mil-

lion Germans, as well as Poles and Hungarians—were relocated from their
homes in Eastern Europe, usually to West Germany or to prisons. More than
500,000 of the refugees died in the process, Anyone who opposed the Soviet-

nations of Eastern Euro
lies. In a fit of candor, h
these countries would be antj

-
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the war.” The Soviets, however, paid little attention, in part because their spies

hat American scientists had been doing and in
part because they were developing their own atomic bombs,

Throughout the spring of 1945, the Soviets created “fri
in Eastern Europe, arguing that the United States ha
Japan after those nations had surrendered. The di

revented non-Communists from participating in

A few days before the opening of the confe
Nations in April, Truman met with Soviet foreign minister Vyacheslav Molo-
tov. The Soviets had just put in place a pro-Communist government in Poland
in violation of Stalins pledge at Yalta to allow free elections. Truman directed
Molotov to tell Stalin that the United States expected the Soviet leader to live
up to his agreements. “I have never been talked to like that in my life,” Moloto:/
angrily replied. “Carry out your agreements,” Truman snapped, “and you won't
get talked to like that”

Later, in July 1945, when Truman met Stalin at the Potsdam Conference,
he wrote his mother that he had never seen “such pig-headed people o3 are the
Russians.” He later acknowledged that the Soviets broke their promisef assoon
as the unconscionab!« 2ussian Dictator [Stalin] returned to Moscow!. Trrman
added, with a note of . :1harrassment, “And I liked the little son of a bitch!

d done the same in Italy and
fference was that the Soviets
the political process.

rence to organize the United

THE CONTA 1 IMENT POLICY

By the beginning of 1947, relations with the Soviet.UniOI\ had 8f°f""r‘i lceo;'(;lli
A year before, in February 1946, Stalin had proclaimed the suPeﬂoith e,
Soviet Communist system of government and deda.redlt;l‘“t P:C;“:.“His ;P;:ovoc-
“under the present capitalist development of the world eco mu:i.sm and capi-
ative statement suggesting an inevitable war betweer.a cofn;ovi‘Et S
talism Jed the State Department to ask for an analys;s (z.informed e
from forty-two-year-old George Frost Kennan, the- e:/loscow.
the Soviet Union, then working in the U.S. emt{a;S Yfmmous 5,000-word “Long
Kennan responded on February 22, i al;e artm;nt. He included
Telegram”—the longest in the histzfy;oort; tl:;eS:;]: = o’}Soviet olicy, Stalirs
: & i S ’ - .
'f::l:lrii:: t\)rlieev(:e:? 1\fl\r:ll')l(:luz:tflzl;lrssg::aar:ldIRussia’s historic determination to protect

its western border with Europe. )
Kennan explained that the Soviet

98y (Marxism-Leninism), which Sa‘;

Communist and capitalist nations an

igid ideol-

jon was founded on a rigi
Uf?xlr(:damental global conflict between
laxelped Soviet rulers justify their amoral



I'he Containment Policy 1221

viet aggression around the world? Kennan « o
Sounism to Truman and his advisers, most olfczl:::rcnt.ali:I(;If(cc;nmmmg e
ered containment to be as much a military doctrine as a polilic:ln o consid
In 1946, civil war broke out in Greece between an authorit SI'mtch'

chy packed by the British and a Communist-led insurgency ::ano::o; z:
the Soviets. On February 21, 1947, the financially strapped Bmisgpinfocrm Zil
the US. government that they could no longer provide economic and militaer
aid to Greece and would withdraw in five weeks. Truman quickly conferrec)l’
with congressional leaders, one of whom, Republican senator Arthur Vanden-
burg of Michigan, warned the president that he would need to “scare the hell
out of the American people” about the menace of communism to gain public
support for his aid program. Truman was eager to do so, for he had grown

tired of “babying the Russians.”

THE TRUMAN DOCTRINE On March 12, 1947, President Truman
nal radio speech in which he asked Congress for $400 million for
d military assistance for Greece and Turkey. More important, the
me to be known as the Truman Doctrine. To
he intentionally exaggerated the danger of a
of dominoes, Truman predicted,

gavea natio
economic an
president announced what ca
ensure congressiona! support,
Communist takeover ia Greece. Like a row
the fall of Greece we:: <. topple the other nations of the eastern Mediterranean,
then Western Europe. 10 prevent such a catastrophe, he said, the United States
must “support free peoples who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed

minorities or by outside pressures.”

In this single sentence, the president e
eign policy for the next forty years. In essence, he was declaring war on

communism everywhere. In Truman’s view, shared by later presidents, the
assumptions of the “domino theory” made an aggressive ‘containment strat-

egy against communism a necessity:

Truman’s speech generated widespread public sgppor}. Tﬁe New Yor.k
Times said that his message was clear: «The epoch of isolation 18 ended. It is
being replaced by an epoch of American responsibility.” At the State Depart-

ment, Secretary of State Marshall announced that «ye are now concerned with

the peace of g .
the entire world’ ‘
. g cessarily
St ared that Trumans speech was unne
T randiose” commitment

. y .«
Provocative. G . ed at the presidents 8
. George Kennan cringe ; M T
to “contain” comngmnism everywhere- In Kennan's views Trumlans ml'htanzed
crusade, an open-ended ideological con-

View of the Cold War” was 2 foolish .

icy wi anying program
frontation without limits rather thar a policy With énjgmun i):mgnzedged ;
Ofsteps capable of implementation: Efforts to “contain

stablished the foundation of USS. for-
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of the Soviet Union by reestablishing a strong Western Europe anchored in
American values. The Americans, said a British official, “want an integrated
Europe looking like the United States of America”

In December 1947, Truman submitted Marshall’s proposal to Congress.
Initially, Republican critics dismissed it as “New Dealism” for Europe. How-
ever, two months later, on February 25, 1948, a Communist-led coup in
Czechoslovakia, the last nation in Eastern Europe with a democratic govern-
ment, ensured the Marshall Plan’s passage.

From 1948 until 1951, the Marshall Plan provided $13 billion to sixteen
European nations. The Soviet Union, however, refused to participate and
forced the Eastern European countries under its control—Albania, Bulgaria,
Poland, Romania, Yugoslavia—to refuse to participate as well.

The Marshall Plan (officially called the European Recovery Plan) worked as
hoped. By 1951, Western Europe’s industrial production had soared to 40 per-
cent above prewar levels, and its farm output was larger than ever. England’s
Economist magazine called the Marshall Plan “an act without peer in history”
It became the most successful peacetime diplomatic initiative in American

history.

DIVIDED GERA: /. > 7 Although the Marshall Plan drew the nations of
Western Europe closer together, it increased tensions with the Soviet Union, as
Stalin saw it as a way to weaken Soviet influence in the region. The breakdown
of the wartime alliance between the United States and the Soviet Union also
left the problem of postwar Germany unsettled. In 1945, Berlin, the German

capital, had been divided into four sectors, or zZones, each governed by one of

the four principal allied nations—the United States, France, Great Britain, and

the Soviet Union.

The devastated German eco
US. Army to provide food and basi
the Allied occupation zones evolve
the British, French, and Americans unit
one and developed a common currenc ;
asin West Berlin, a city of 2.4 million people, which was more than 100 miles
inside the Soviet occupation zone of East Germany. The West .Gelrmans also
Organized state governments and began drafting a federal con.stltuuon.

The political unification of West Germany and its economic recovery infu-
riated Stalin, who was determined to keep Germany weak. And the status of
divided Berlin had become a powder keg. In March 1948,.Stalin prevented the
New West German currency from being delivered to Berlin. Then, on June 23,
he ordered the Soviet army occupying eastern Germany to stop all road and

nomy continued to languish, requiring the
¢ necessities to millions of civilians. Slowly,
d into functioning governments. In 1948,
ed their three administrative zones into
y to be used in West Germany as well
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: TO), the largest defen.: ;
zation (NATO) g efenswealli. i emergence of nuclear weapons led Ty,

i one of th
k against any € memberg Wouy | armed forces were managed. In 1947

Poiny | rity Act, which created a Departme

tic Treaty Organi
an attac
|1, The creation of NATO marked the high

ion. In 1949, Congress provided $1 bjj|

The North Atlan
ance in the world, declared 'lhnt
be considered an attack againsta

scontain’” Soviet expans it oo onin | anches—the Army, Navy, and Air Force—
olfirtr::;scl:u:)‘::e:t to NATO members. By joining Nf?{ thel . 53 (NSC), an advisory g‘rZup of ulure}:::e and the National Security Coun-
mi : : during the Revoluti > ? ernment’s t,

: ey ance during olutionar op special =
for the first time since its alliance with Fr Y War._ tional relations. The act made permanent the Joint Cli:iegs of Sl:::f"a] :::t:rr:e

behalf of its allies. Isolationism was deaq.

e.aders of all branches of the armed forces. It
ligence Agency (CIA) to coordinate global

innovation bringing together the |
also established the Central Inte]
intelligence-gathering activities,

STHE(OCCUPATIONIOEIGERMANYS JANDIAUSTRIA In 1952, Truman created the National Security Agency (NSA) within the

“« »
Defense Department. Its charge was to encrypt” government communications

committed itself to go to war on

e 7 ! :
égNMA?}(E‘/ o SW?EN, /U o !\l ' to ensure their priYacy and t(.) intercept the communications of other nations.
NORTH 4 {-i‘ 2 L i S - 5 \ USSR | The NSA also provided surveillance of Americans targeted as potential threats.
SEA ﬂ’é’lﬁ;;}% RIS g St A

B O e ewm B i
R <‘7 .f"_”/,ﬁ;aﬂx v I ,--P IESS;A ; ‘ A JEWISH NATION: ISRAEL At the same time that the United States
P ,G{% 4 ﬁ,._% kel o ) was helping to form nzw alliances, it was helping to form a new nation. Pal-
_!,‘; bs (Bromen® S Aok A s -y, /_,_J/ estine, the biblical iy Land, had been a British protectorate since 1919.
GEV;EASATN S | ‘.Bg;ln e - For hundreds of year:, * -vs throughout the world had dreamed of returning
SRR ; to their ancestral houi:sicud of Israel and its ancient capital Zion, a part of

Joint occupation
four powers

Jerusalem. Many Zionisis—Jews who wanted a separate Jewish nation—had
migrated there. More a:rived during and after the Nazi persecution of Euro-
pean Jews. Hitler’s effort to exterminate the Jews convinced many that their
only hope for a secure future was to create their own nation.

Late in 1947, the United Nations voted to divide (“partition”) Palestine into
separate Jewish and Arab states. The Jews readily agreed, but the Arabs were
fiercely opposed. Palestine was their ancestral home, too; Jerusalem was as
holy to Muslims as it was to Jews and Christians. Arabs viewed the creation of
a Jewish nation in Palestine as an act of war, and they attacked Israel in early
1948. Hundreds were killed before the Haganah (Jewish militia) won control
of most of Palestine. When British oversight of Palestine officially expired on
May 14, 1948, David Ben-Gurion, the Jewish leader in Palestine, proclaimed

g ;r??m zone [ JU.s. z0n ROMANIA Israel’s independence. President Truman officially recognized the new Israeli
fitish zone ] Soviet zone 0 50 100Mies Ration within minutes, as did the Soviet Union. '
0 50 100 Kiomeles One million Jews, most of them European immigrants, now had their own

the Arab League nations—Lebanon,
el, beginning a period of nearly
from the UN gradually worked
by May 11, 1949, when Israel

S o .
\- ( ﬁ ; Nation. Early the next morning, however,

® How did the Alies dec; L E Syria, _invaded Isra
. Whstrea s s decndg t? divide postwar Germany at 2 ¢ Irag, Jordan, and Egypt—in Jiators
on curtain”? Y atthe Yalta Conference? Onstant warfare in the Holy Land. Media

= Why did the Allies ajrlj i :
it supplies to West Berjina %Uta truce agreement, restoring an uneasy pé



The Cold War and the Fair Deal lg.;;_lgsz
hC

1228 CHAPTER 27

~

eep all its con
ioined the United Nations. Isracl was allowed to keep qQuereq B
joined the : L e
ries, including the wlwllc p]nlc:lcl::r;[hing. el St e v

A &

The Palestinian Arabs 105 . Ty

ugees who scattered into neighboring Lebanon, ] ’ £YPL. Sto
resentments and sporadic v.var
tered ever since, complicating U.
friendships with both sides but has usua

SS ref.
red.
fare between Israel and the Arab states have g,

s. foreign policy, which has tried to Maingy;,
Ily tilted toward Israel. '

ExPANDING THE NEW DEAL

For the most part, Republicans and Democrats in Congress cooperated iy,
President Truman on issues related to the cold war, though often grudgingly
Senator Claude Pepper, a liberal Democrat from Florida, insisted that if Frank.
lin Roosevelt were still alive, “wed be getting on better with Russia” Repub.
lican senator Robert A. Taft of Ohio accused Trunian of “appeasing Russia, 2
policy which has sacrificed throughout Eastern Eu:. ¢;pe and Asia the freedom
of many nations and millions of people.” On dii:..tic issues, however, Tru-
man faced widespread opposition. The cost-cuit::. : :izpublicans in Congress
hoped that they could end the New Deal as the + 4: ¢zew to a close.

FROM WAR TO PEACE In September 1945, Truman called Congress
into a special emergency session at which he presented a twenty-one-point
program to guide the nation’s “reconversion” from wartime back to peacetime.
Massive government spending during the war had ended the Great Depression
and brought about full employment, but Trumar’s postwar challenge was to
ensure that the peacetime economy absorbed the millions of men and women
who had served in the armed forces and were now seeking civilian jobs. During

mostly men, returned to civilian life. By 1947
from 12 million to 1.5 million,

F . )

o wz:rs ::; ‘r)n::sswe unemployment in defense-related industries led peop
“5,000 (r){) . EXlll)Ez(i‘;n'I?ther depression. A New York Times headline prediclf‘t
: =D TO LOSE ARMS JOBS!” Truman called for unemplo

o igher minimum wage, constructio?
ousing projects, regiona] development projects *°
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itics Stl"essed. Dlﬁe @) .
jon was over, criti rent tim
rograms. The Grea DCP]’CSSIO
prog - A t es

demanded diffcrent programs—0
The end of the war caused sh

r none at all.
ort-term economic problems but ng the
2 any had feared. Many women who had beer.'a recruiteq
tp:fntr::l(r icg:’:::: i::ius)t'ries were shovefi out as men took l:)ff uniforms and
looked for jobs. At a shipyard in California, the for'eman gathered th.c Women
workers and told them to go welcome the troop ships as they pulled into pgry
The next day, all of the women were let go to make room tfor'male veterans,
Still, several shock absorbers cushioned the economic impact of demg.
bilization. They included federal unemployment insurance (and other Socig|
Security benefits) and the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944, known as
the GI Bill of Rights, under which the federal government spent $13 billion on
military veterans for education, vocational training, medical treatment, unem-
ployment insurance, and loans for building houses and starting new businesses,

WAGES, PRICES, AND LABOR UN:2% - = The most acute economic
problem Truman faced was the postwar spil: . rices charged for con-
sumer goods. During the war, the governmsii. - ‘razen wages and prices
and banned strikes by labor unions. When waz -+ conomic controls were

removed, prices for scarce consumer items shot up. spurring labor unions to
demand pay increases. When raises were not provided, a record number of
postwar strikes erupted in 1945-1946, exacerbating the shortages of consumer
goods. Workers at General Motors went on strike for almost four months,
making it much more difficult for people to buy a car. Never before or since
had so many American workers walked off

Labor disputes crippled the crucial
odore Roosevelt before him,

the job in one year.
coal and railroad industries. Like The-
Truman grew frustrated with the stubbornness of

threatened to draft striking r
back to work. His threat, pro
workers who had long voted
that organized labor “is thro

bably illegal, did the trick, but it embittered many

Democratic, A leading union official announced
ugh with Truman”
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magazin€s Washington-based political reporter alerted his editor that
g was so unpopular “he could not carry Missouri now””
manoaober 14, just three weeks before the midterm congressional elec-
Or-‘r uman announced that he was removing price controls on meat. Steaks
gt burger meat soon appeared on grocery shelves, but prices again
o l';an; Republican political strategist loved the turn of events, telling his
so;r;g'ues that “the tide is sweepin’ our way” And it was.
ol 3
CAL COOPERATION AND CONFLICT Duringthecongres-
tion campaigns in 1946, Republicans adopted a simple, four-?vord
Jogan: “Had Enough? Vote Republican!” Using loudspeakers, Republ‘lcan,s,
d:ogve éhrough city streets saying, “Ladies, if you want meat, vcfte Republican’
A union leader tagged Truman “the No. 1 Strikebreaker,” while much o.f thef
public, upset by the unions, price increases, food shc'>rtages, and the' scarcity o
obiles and affordable housing, blamed the strikes on the White House.
am(;,“:bor unions had emerged from the war with more power than ever
before. Some 14.5 million workers, more than a third ctf the work.for:;le, rlge;;
now unionized. Members had tended to vote I?em_ocratlc, but not 1;1C e a
dlections, which gave the Republicans majorities in bgth houses o on(gi :
“The New Deal is kaput,” one newspaper editor

for the first time since 192 . 1
The Chicago Tritwne claimed that Americans had “won the greafest
i il taunted the United

victory for the Republic since Appomattox.” The presu;er:;, R o s,
States News, “is a one-termer.” Even many Den']ocri:t,s 3 tS ;\):ild about Harry”
circulating a slogan that expressed their frustration: Irf'n jus o)

The new Republican Congress that convened. in iar yassin s
the national discontent. It curbed the power of umox;I yapemengt Relations
Hartley Labor Act of 1947 (officially called.the Lal?or‘ ;‘:rti to form unions
Act). The law allowed employers to campaign P efusing to negotiate
and outlawed unions from coercing workers to join or £

Ti % « ths”
8 eTv;:c;:&_Hartley Act also required union leaders_t: t:rkt; ;:K:lz :t?-ik:s
declaring that they were not members ?.f thT.CO_r(I:;:'u;: igd of, aghty duyon
b federal employees, and imposed it blic welfare. Yet the

s to the pu :
e e president eeried danf:\r::ovision that allowed state legis-

most troubling element of the new bill wa g of forcingall woge
ltures o pags “right-to-work” laws that endemau'orit)' voted to unionize.
Workers at a company to join a union On¢e & d the Taft-Hartley

an vetoe
In a show of support for organized labcf»l:lr:‘:l’:noum ed the “shocking” bill
ill, which unions called “the slave-labor act.

try” Working-class
bad for labor, bad for management and bad for the country: g

pOLITI
sional elec
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ond race hatred because we have witnessed the defeat of enemies who tried to
found a mastery of the world upon such cruel and fallacious policy”

African Americans had fought in large numbers to overthrow the Nazi
regime Of government-sponsored racism, and returning veterans were unwill-
jng to put up with racial abuse at home. The cold war also gave political leaders
added incentive to improve race relations. The Soviets often compared racism
in the United States to the Nazis’ brutalization of the Jews. In the ideological
contest against capitalism, Communists highlighted examples of American
racism to win influence among the newly emerging nations of Africa.

Black veterans who spoke out against racial bigotry often risked their lives.
In 1946, two African American couples in rural Georgia were gunned down by
a white mob. One of the murderers explained that George Dorsey, one of the
victims, was “a good nigger” until he went into the army. “But when he came
out, he thought he was as good as any white people.”

In the fall of 1946, a delegation of civil rights activists urged President Tru-
man to condemn the Ku Klux Klan and the lynching of African Americans.
The delegation graphically described incidents of torture and intimidation
against blacks in the South. Truman was horrified: “My God! I had no idea
that it was as terrible a5 thzt! We've got to do something?”

Truman thereupor < »pointed a Committee on Civil Rights to investigate
violence against Africzn *mericans. A year later, with Truman's endorsement,
the commission issuce 2 report, “To Secure These Rights.” which called for
a federal anti-lynching till, abolition of the poll tax designed to keep poor
blacks from voting, a voting rights act, an end to racial segregation in the
armed forces, and a ban on racial segregation in public transportation. South-
ern Democrats were furious. South Carolina governor J. Strom Thurmond
warned Truman that the southern Democratic vote was no longer “in the bag”’
Thurmond would soon leave the party to form the Dixiecrats in opposition to
Truman.

On July 26, 1948, Truman took a bolder step when he banned racial dis-
crimination in the federal government. Four days later, he issued an executive
order ending racial segregation in the armed forces. The air force and navy
quickly complied, but the army dragged its feet until the early 1950s. By 1960,
however, the armed forces were the most racially integrated of all national
Organizations. Desegregating the military was, Truman claimed, “the greatest

thing that ever happened to America”

JACKIE ROBINSON Meanwhile, racial segregation was being disman-
Ued in a much more public area: professional baseball. In April 1947, the
Br00k1yn Dodgers roster included the first African American to play major



Expanding the New Deal 1235

e

explained to his.critics that he had found a terrific player who was a strong,
uiet warrior of incomparable courage capable of looking the other way when
rovoked. And he was often provoked.

goon after Robinson arrived for preseason practice, many of his white
podger teammates refused to take the field with him. Manager Leo Durocher
would have none of that. As he told the team, “I don't care if the guy is yellow
orblack, or if hehas stripes ... I'm the manager of this team, and I say he plays.”

During the 1947 season, teammates and opposing players viciously baited
Robinson. Pitchers hit him, base runners spiked him, and spectators booed
pim and drenched him in beer, even as he led the Dodgers to the National
League championship and eventually six World Series appearances. In Cin-
cinnati, Reds fans posted a sign reading: “Robinson: We are going to kill you if
you attempt to enter a ball game as Crosley Field” Hotels refused him rooms,
and restaurants denied him service. Hate mail arrived by the bucketful. One
sportswriter called Robinson “the loneliest man I have ever seen in sports.”

On the other hand, black spectators were electrified by Robinson’s cou-
rageous example and turned out in droves to watch him play. A headline in
a Boston newspaper expressed the prevailing sentiment: “Triumph of Whole
Race Seen in Jackie’s Debut in Major League Ball” As time passed, Robin-
son won over many fan: 2nd players with his courage, wit, grit, and talent. As
sportswriter Red Smiti; - bserved, Robinson was an example of “the uncon-
querable doing the imp«ssible” During his first season with the Dodgers, Rob-
inson stole twice as many bases as anyone else in the National League, and
he was named Rookie of the Year. Between 1949 and 1954, Robinson had a
batting average of .327, among the best in baseball. Yankees catcher Yogi Berra
said “he could beat you in a lot of ways.’

Robinson’s very presence on the field with lily-white teams forced spec-
tators sitting in racially divided bleachers to confront the hypocritical reality
of segregation. Other teams soon began signing black players. Racial attitudes
were changing—slowly. In 1947, Robinson was voted the second most popular
American, behind singer Bing Crosby. “My life,” Robinson remembered, “pro-

duced understanding among whites, and it gave black people the idea that if I

could do it, they could do it, too, that blackness wasn't subservient to anything”

MEXICAN AMERICANS In the Far West, Mexican Americans (often
grouped with other Spanish-speaking immigrants as Hispanics or Latinos)
ontinued to experience ethnic prejudice. Schools in Arizona, New Mexico,
Texas, and California routinely segregated Mexican American children from
_Whites. The 500,000 Latino veterans Were especially frustrated that their efforts
in the war were not rewarded with equality at home. They were frequently
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denied access to educational, medical, and housing bcn.cﬁts available 1, White
servicemen, Some mortuaries even denied fun'cra'l services to' Mexican Amgp.
icans killed in combat. As a funcral director in Texas explained, “the Angiy
people would not stand for it.” _ '

To fight such prejudicial treatment, Mex{can American war v
by Dr. Hector Perez Garcia, a U.S. Army major who.had served ag
surgeon, organized the American GI Forum in Texas in 1948. Soop ¢
branches across the nation. Garcia, born in Mexico in 1914 and raise
stressed the importance of formal education to Mexican Americang
nization’s motto read: “Education Is Our Freedom and Freedom
Everybody’s Business.”

Ata time when Mexican Americans in Texas averaged no more than a thirg.
grade education, Garcia and five of his siblings had completed medica| school
and become physicians. Yet upon his return from the war, he encountered “gjs.
crimination everywhere, We had no opportunities. We had to pay [poll taxes] to
vote. We had segregated schools. We were not alls

ved to go into public places”

Garcia and the GI Forum initially focused o2 cterans’ issues but soon

expanded the organization’s scope to include - -ing equal opportunities
and equal treatment for all people. The GI Fo *: - **.bbied to end poll taxes,
sued for the right of Latinos to serve on juries, 2.1 ievzloped schools for job-
less veterans. In 1984, Garcia received the Presiccnial Medal of Freedom, the
nation’s highest civilian honor.

tcrans lL’d
a Combg,
here Were
din Texas,
- The orga.
Should Be

SHAPING THE FAIR DEAL
in the White House, Truman had yet
he was not up to the job. Critics procl
of Time magazine reflected the natio

During 1947, after less than three years
to shake the widespread impression that
aimed that “to err is Truman” The editors

Truman, too, feared that he would lose. In July 1947, he met with General
Dwight D. Eisenhower ag i :
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with the president’s popularity sinking, the Democratic party was about tc;
it in two. Southern conservatives resented Truman's outspoken support o
e lt: while the left wing of the party resented the firing of Secretary c.)f
CiVil " se’ Henry A. Wallace for publlcly Cl‘itiCiZing the administration’s anti-
Comme“l:'cies “Getting tough [with the Soviet Union].” Wallace had argued,
i h't anything real and lasting—whether for schoolyard bullies or
b i brourgs The tougher we get, the tougher the Russians will get” '
o I;;’W: h:;d said that the United States had “no more business in the pol{t-
i i ;; of Eastern Europe than Russia has in the political affairs of Latin
:cal aﬁj’“ > The danger of another world war, he said, “is much less from com-
Ame'nca‘than it is from [American] imperialism.” Wallace’s comments so 01.1t-
mU::ng:e leaders of the State Department that Truman felt he had no choice
rag .
4 ge;t:c::: }gjﬁ)n(;my predictions for 1948, Truman mounted an mten;e
reel?cet?cr:n campaign. His first step was to shore up the majot.' elt.ar:le:;sdo; tt_r:
New Deal coalition of working-class voters: farmers, labor unionists,
canl:?:: 11C9a:85 State of the Union message, Truman announced that the prlo’-
hl uld later c::ii his “Fair Deal” (to distinguish them from Roost.:ve t's
Nl d build 771 the efforts of the New Deal to help all Americans.
NewﬁD:al) a‘;’ O"Il;lum:rlx- " xu to ensure civil rights for all Americans. He added
oal, snid. vas =
:r:pol:alfto increase federat 2id to education, expar'\d un;mallatl;':).r;:::;n a:;i :;::l:e
ment benefits, create a comprehensive S)"st.em of nz?uonal et = minimum,wage.
more rural people to connect to electricity, and increase

: dis-
TION OF 1948 The Republican-controlled Congress

::;lsfdl'ar:‘ul:nin’s proposals, an action it would later regr;t. A,-te :l;ei;l;l::)‘::
convention, New York governor Thomas E. Dewey wor:1 the it iR
nation on the third ballot. While the platfo,rm'el'ld"?rse fn;:i n policy, Dewey
reforms and approved the administx;al\tions bipartisan foreig|

romise hings more efficiently. ) o i Phi hia.
: In )lﬁ):og‘i‘:r‘nt Derg;mcrats gathered fo.r their cotr)wer::l::plo': t: rtiipthat
Everyone agsumed a Republican victory in Novem 'te:ion to a funeral.” Some
they behaved “as though they [had] st an(|:ml,'lf:rnia congressman, tried
Party leaders, including Roosevelt’s son James, a Darlnocratic et
‘0 convince Dwight Eisenhower to accept th‘?rh N opular war hero declined,

OWever, explaining that his refusal was “fina thiango through the motions of

Delegates who expected to do little more

ised, first by the battle on the conven-
"ominating Truman were doubly surprised
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Birth of the Dixiecrats Alabama delegates stand te ba ~ iman's call for civil rights
before they walked out of the 1948 Democratic Nation=! . .. . :ntion.

tion floor over civil rights and then by Truman’s ¢xii~sement of civil rights for
African Americans in his acceptance speech. Liberal Democrats led by Min-
nesota’s Hubert Humphrey commended Truman “for his courageous stand
on the issue of civil rights” and declared that the “time has arrived for the
Democratic party to get out of the shadow of civil rights” White segregation-

ist delegates from Alabama and Mississippi walked out in protest. The solidly
Democratic South had fractured over race,

On July 17, a group of rebellious
Alabama. While waving Confederat
South Carolina’s segregationist

southern Democrats met in Birmingham,
e flags and singing “Dixie;” they nominated
Democrati : X governor, Strom Thurmond, on a States’ Rights

ratic party ticket, quickly dubbed the “Dixiecrat party.” The Dixiecrats

den, s % i) et ,

righ(:: :;::1-5[;{? I:llam]) 't;lfamous cvilrights initiatives and championed states
ederal effor 3 : :

South. ts to change the tradition of white supremacy in the

o P‘:‘l i:Z:e‘lj;})::i?}oon July 23, the Jeft wing of the Democratic party gathered
Henry A. Wallace R:,m g el Progressive par ty and nominate for president
ident, whom Tr ! PUSYCIts former Secretary of agriculture and vice pres”

uman had fired a5 secretary of commerce, One Democratic

leader asked Truman to vy
er asl withdraw from th ( -
replied: “I was not brought up to run fror: ;aggl::)”help R
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The splits in the Democratic ranks seemed to spell the final blow to Tru-

1, but he refused to give in. He was finally renominated long after mid-
n‘fah; By the time he entered the auditorium, it was 2 A.M., but he aroused the
g hf:ul by promising that “I will win this election and make the Republicans
f:m it!” He pledged to bring Congress into special session and demand that it
llket’r(;nt the housing crisis and boost the minimum wage.
corlWithin days, an invigorated Truman set out on a 22,000-mile “whistle-
p’ train tour, making ten speeches a day scolding the “do-nothing” Eightieth

ztzngress. The plain-talking president attracted huge crowds. The Republicans,

[’vﬁﬁ@f'@m

Electoral Vote Popular Vote

303 24,200,000

| Harry S. Truman (Democrat) = i

Thomas E. Dewey (Republican) ’ ag 1,200,000

J. Strom Thurmond (States' Rights Democra ) . L A

Henry A. Wallace (Progressive)

?

icta Dewey victory? _
dlcitsasue at the Democratic convention?
i nd and Henry Wallace end up

* Why did the political expe"t: prex

¥ Why was civil rights such a divisi
0

* How did the candidacies of Strom Thurm

helping Truman?
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“Dewey Defeats Truman” Truman's victory in 1948 was si:ch a surprise that this early

edition of the Chicago Daily Tribune reported that Dev:s 3¢ won.
he charged, “have the propaganda and the racr -+ we have the people, and
the people have the votes. Thats why were goinz o win” Friendly audiences

loved his fighting spirit and dogged courage, shouting, “Pour it on, Harry!”
and “Give em hell, Harry” Truman responded: “I don’t give ‘em hell. I just tell
the truth and they think it’s hell”

The polls predicted a sure win for Dewey,
pulled off the biggest upset in history,
to Dewey’s 22 million (45.1 percent)
to 189 in the electoral college, Democ
of Congress. Thurmond and Wallace
but the revolt of right and left had
iecrat rebellion backfired by angeri
to support Truman, and the Prog
Republicans to tag Truman as so
southern states (South Carolina,

but on Election Day Truman
taking 24.2 million votes (49.5 percent)
and winning a thumping margin of 303
rats also regained control of both houses
each received more than 1 million votes
worked to Truman's advantage. The Dix
ng black voters, who turned out in droves
ressive party’s radicalism made it hard for
ft on communism. Thurmond carried fouf
Mississippi, Alabama, and Louisiana).

His State of the Un; 2 4
he had set forth the year beformn message in early 1949 repeated the age™

individual,” he declareq « % “Every segment of our population and €€
ed, “has a right to expect from our government a fair deal.

The Cold War | leats Up 1241

’%s Fair Deal promised “ ; -
i mansl In:,mr Deal p greater economic opportunity for the mass of
€.
the Pcop

Most of the Fair Deal proposals that gained congressional approval were

extensions OF enlargcm'ents of 1‘.1ew Deal programs: a higher minimum hourly
Wage: expansion of Soexal Security coverage to 10 million workers not included
in the original 1935 bill, and a large slum-clearance and public-housing pro-
ram. Despite enjoying Democratic majorities in Congress, however, Truman
qan up against the same alliance of conservative southern Democrats and
Republicans who had worked against Roosevelt in the late 19305, The bipar-
tisan conservative coalition nixed most of Truman’s new programs. Congress
rejected several civil rights bills, national health insurance, federal aid to edu-
cation, and a new approach to subsidizing farmers. It also turned down Tru-
man's requested repeal of the anti-union Taft-Hartley Act. Yet the Fair Deal
was not a complete failure. It laid the foundation for programs that the next
generation of reformers would promote.

TaeE CoLD %' ¢ : HEATS UpP

“' first term, global concerns during his second term
would again distract f:1:1; {+om domestic issues. In his 1949 inaugural address,
Truman called for a visilant anti-Communist foreign policy resting on three
pillars: the United Nations, the Marshall Plan, and NATO. None of them could
help resolve the civil war in China, however.

As during Harry Truai.

“LOSING” CHINA Oneofthe thorniest postwar problems, the Chine.se civil
war, was fast coming to a head. Chinese Nationalist_s, led. by Chiang Kax-sAhf:k,
had been fighting Mao Zedong and the Communists since the 1920s. ;r
the Second World War, the Communists won over most of the peas‘ants. );_
the end of 1949, the Nationalist government was forced to flee to the bn;land o
Formosa, which it renamed Taiwan. Truman's critics—mostly llijpu 1canlsa;1
asked bitterly, “Who lost China to communism?” What‘ they dl" l:l:x:te:znas-
"as how Truman could have prevented a Communist vnc.tor)’lm g
sive US, military intervention, which would have been nsk.yz,e th;e) Igaﬁo;,anst
EXpensive, After 1949, the United States continued to rec:gm i
8oVernment on Taiwan as the official governm'ent Of:_ lar;agor thi):'lthYears.
Telationg with “Red China” (the People’s Republic of Chin:

1C BOMBS As the Communists
— SOVIETS DEVELOP AROM Soviets had detonated a nuclear

‘wvere 8aining control of China, news ﬂ“::;t:]hee world and led Truman to speed
“Pon in 1949 frightened people arov
ghtened peop






ER 27 Zair Deal 1945-195
2 .l.hc C()I(l \\'ar ﬂl’ld lhc [ air
1244 CHAPTER

ation's economic recovery, all of which Were
democratic constitution, and then

ica's friend.

i into America’s frien Ko

turr'xll'n};'lupanllr|11 swwever, tensions between North and South Korea threatey;
o the casl, 2

i peninsul -
: had occupied the Korean Ry
into civil war. The Japanese Rac ; Penin '
tl‘; lc(l;ug:l:':"((:cilg|1cy were defeated and withdrew in 194[2. the V'Ct:’_"Ous Alle
: = o
had faced the difficult task of creating an independent Korean nation

A DIVIDED KOREA Complicating that effort was the p;esence of Sovie
troops in northern Korea. They had accepted the sum'znder o I:ﬁanese forces
above the 38th parallel, which divides the Korean- Peninsula, w ile US forces
had overseen the Japanese surrender south of the line. The ?ovnets qlflckly orga-
nized a Communist government, the Democratic People’s Rf.pubhc of Korea
(North Korea). The Americans countered by helping to establish a democratic
government in the more populous south, the Republic of Korea (South Korea).
By the end of 1948, separate regimes had appeared in the two sectors, Soviet

and American forces had withdrawn, and some 2 :=:"lion North Koreans had
fled to South Korea.
WAR ERUPTS On January 12,1950, Secretary - “i.*¢ Dean Acheson gavea

speech to the National Press Club in Washington, i+, . i~ which he said he was
often asked, “Has the State Department got an Asian pelicy?” He stressed that the
United States had assumed “the necessity of . . . the military defense of Japan”
He then added that America had created a “defensive perimeter” running along
the Aleutian Islands off the coast of Alaska to Japan to the Ryukyu Islands to the
Philippines. Where “other areas in the Pacific are concerned,” Acheson added, “it
must be clear that no person can guarantee these areas against military attack”
Acheson’s statement came back to haunt him. On June 24, 1950, the sec-
retary of state telephoned President Truman: “Mr, President,” he re};orted. 1
have very serious news. The North Koreans have invaded South Korea” With the
encouragement of the Soviet Union and Communist China, the sOviet-equipped
North Korean People’s Army had rapidly forced the South Korean forces into @
headlong retreat. Within three days, Seoul, the South i 3
tured, and only 22,000 of the 100,000 Sout’h Kor::r: s:)(l::ean capltatl',llw asp:je
‘ ers were still caj
of combat. People then and since have argued that Acheson’s clumsy reference

president declared: “By God, I'm goj ond to the invasion, the
correctly, that the North Korea 80Ing to let them haye jy1» He assumed:
“Theres no telling what they’ll
man predicted. He thep, made a critj o feh Vvt Tr'“‘
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military action authorized by the

: T nited
ns participated. The United State

The Korean conflict was the first

tio 8

i me twenty other nd . : &

Ni;!clgr:;:;:fg:; contingent by far, some 330,000 troops. The American defen,
vi

; dent: war by order ofa presidem‘l’ath

ca sct a worrisome prece by : .

f}fs: ;tl:,l::lre of Congress, which the US. Cons?tltutlo'n rsqut.;es_ Truman d0dged
th: issﬂe by officially calling the conflict a “police action” rather than a war ok

ics labeled it “Mr. Truman’s War.”

TURNING THE TABLES The Korean War featl{red brutal combat j,
terrible conditions punctuated by heavy casualties and .w1despread destruction
on both sides. For the first three months, the fighting in Korea went badly fo,
the Republic of Korea (ROK) and the UN forces. By September 1950, the dec.
imated South Korean troops were barely hanging on at Pusan, at the southery
tip of the Korean Peninsula. Then, in a brilliant maneuver on September 1,
General MacArthur staged a surprise amphibious landing behind the North
Korean lines at Inchdn, the port city for Seoul, sori+ 50 miles north of Pusan,
UN troops drove a wedge through the North o<~ r. army, only a quarter of
whom (some 25,000 soldiers) managed to flee z.:0:: the border. Days later,
South Korean troops recaptured Seoul.

At that point, the vainglorious MacArthur be::.ne overconfident and per-
suaded Truman to allow U.S. troops to push across the 38th parallel into North
Korea. Containment of communism was no longer enough; MacArthur now
sought to rid North Korea of the “red menace?” even if this meant expanding the
war into China to prevent the Chinese from resupplying their North Korean allies.

THE CHINESE INTERVENE By October 1950, UN forces were about

to capture the North Korean capital, P'yongyang. President Truman, con-

f}elrned that MacArthur’s move would provoke Communist China to entef
€ war,

ton, D Cres::?tetdpl; ask%d the Us commander to meet with him in Washing-
Isla;ld'to"meeyt v(:rt}el r:,I uffed. Finally, the president flew 7,000 miles to Ve
s Ch;eﬁ acArthur, who contemptuously refused to salute hi*
‘ At the meeting on October 15,
Intervene, even though they had m
same day, the Communist governm

MacArthur dismissed Chinese threats ©
assed troops on the Korean border. T
ent in Beijing announced that China can
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against North Korcan aggression had become an unlimited war against yh,

North Korcans and China’s People’s Liberation Army.

MACARTHUR CROSSES THE LINE The Chinese interventiop, Caugh;
MacArthur wholly unprepared. He now asked for thifty-four atomic bopmp,
and proposed air raids on China, explaining to Presnc.lent Truman ang g,
Joint Chiefs of Staff that “If we lose the war to communism in Asia, the fa) of
Europe is inevitable.” His plans horrified the military leadership in Washing.
ton, D.C. It would be, said General Omar Bradley, chairman of the Joint Chieg
of Staff, “the wrong war at the wrong place at the wrong time with the Wrong
enemy.” Truman agreed.

In late 1950, the UN forces rallied. By January 1951, they had secured thei
lines below Seoul and launched a counterattack. When Truman began nego-
tiations with North Korea to restore the prewar boundary, MacArthur under-
mined the president by issuing an ultimatum for China to make peace or suffer
an attack. On April 5, on the floor of Congress, the Republican minority leader
read a letter from MacArthur that criticized the presi-lent and said that “there
is no substitute for victory.” Such open insubordizn. .21 left Truman only two
choices: he could accept MacArthur’s aggressive ¢t~ 5.ds, or fire him.

SACKING A HERO On April 11, 1951, with ci-iiian control of the mil-
itary at stake, Truman removed MacArthur and repiaced him with General
Matthew B. Ridgway, a commander who better understood how to conduct a
modern war in pursuit of limited objectives. “I believe that we must try to limit
the war to Korea,” Truman explained. “A number of events have made it evi-
dent that General MacArthur did not agree with that policy. I have therefore
considered it essential to relieve General MacArthur so that there would be no
doubt or confusion as to the real purpose and aim of our policy”

Truman’s sacking of MacArthur, the army’s only five-star general, divided
the nation. Dean Acheson, the secretary of state, had warned the president that
“if you relieve MacArthur, you will have the biggest fight of your administr®”
tion” Time magazine reported that “seldom had a more unpopular man fir
a more popular one.” Senator Joseph McCarthy called the president a “son
of a bitch” for sacking MacArthur. In his diary, Truman noted the ferocious
backlash against him: “Quite an explosion. . . . Letters of abuse by the dozens’
Sixty-six percent of Americans initially opposed Truman’s decision.

Douglas MacArthur was a larger-than-life military hero and was gfeeted by
adoring crowds upon his return to the United States. Republicans in Congre®
protested his removal, but Truman stood firm: “J fired him because he wouldn'"
respect the authority of the President. I didr't fire him because he was a dum?
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Truman's assumption that Stalin and the Soviets WELe behind the invasjo of
South Korea led him to deepen the American commltm?’nt to St°P.C0mmunism~
“The interests of the United States are global in character, he'ex'[’)lamed. A threg
to the peace of the world anywhere is a threat to. our se.cunty. Fearful thy the
Soviets would use the Korean conflict as a diversnon.to invade Westerp Eurgpe.
he ordered a major expansion of U.S. military forces in Europe.—and around the
world. Truman also increased assistance to French troops fighting a C°mmunist
independence movement in the French colony of Indochina‘ (which inclygeg
Vietnam), starting America’s deepening military involvement in Southeast Asia,

ANOTHER RED SCARE

The Korean War excited another Red Scare at home, as people grew fearfy]
that Communists were infiltrating American society. Since 1938, the House
Committee on Un-American Activities (HUAC) had kept up a drumbeat of
accusations about supposed Communist agents ii i1, federal government.

On March 21, 1947, President Truman sigi- o :n executive order (also
known as the Loyalty Order) requiring federa! g =, “ment workers to undergo
a background investigation to ensure they were v _ommunists or even asso-

ciated with Communists (or other “subversive” gioups),

Truman knew that the “loyalty program” violated civil liberties, but he felt
he had no choice. He was responding to pressure from FBI director J. Edgar
Hoover and Attorney General Tom Clark, both of whom were convinced that
there were numerous spies working inside the federal government. Truman
was also eager to blunt criticism that he was not doing enough to ensure that
Soviet sympathizers were not working in government.

Truman thought that the fear about Communist subversives was misplaced
“People are very much wrought up about the communist ‘bugaboo; ” he wrote
to Pennsylvania governor George Earle, “but T am of the opinion that the
country is perfectly safe so far as Communism is concerned” By early 1951
the federal Civil Service Commission had cleared more than 3 million peoplé:
while only 378 had been dismissed for doubtful loyalty. Others, however, had

resigned for fear they would be dismissed. In 1953, President Dwight D. Eise?”
hower revoked the Loyalty Order,

THE HOLLYWOOD TEN Charges that Hollywood was a “hotbed of O™
munism” le_d the House Committee on Un-American Activities to launch
full-blown Investigation of the motion-picture industry, The HUAC subp®®
:,aid dozens of actors, producers, and directors to testify at its hearings, P
0s Angeles in October 1947, Ten witnesses refused to testify, arguing the
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government, told the HUAC in 1948 that Hiss had given him secy, e
ments ten years earlier, when Chambers was spying 'f°l’ the Soviets and i,
was working in the State Department. Hiss sued for libel, and Chambers .
duced microfilms of the State Department documents that he sajq Hiss hyg
passed to him. Although Hiss denied the accusation, he was indicteq and, afy,
one mistrial, convicted in 1950. The charge was perjury, but he wag CONVicteg
of lying about espionage, for which he could not be tried because the Statute o
limitations on the crime had expired.

More cases of Communist infiltration surfaced. In 1949, eleven top leader
of the Communist party of the United States were convicted under the Smipy
Act of 1940, which outlawed any conspiracy to advocate the overthrow of the
government. The Supreme Court upheld the law under the doctrine of 2 “Clear
and present danger,” which overrode the right to free speech.

ATOMIC SPYING In 1950, the FBI uncarthed a spy network involving
both American and British Communists who had secretly passed information
about the development of the atomic bomi» i the Soviet Union. The disclo-
sure led to the arrest of Klaus Fuchs, a Ger:+ - -~ irn English nuclear physicist
who had worked in the United States duriie . var and helped to develop the
atomic bomb.

As it turned out, a New York couple, forn:e: Communists Julius and Ethel
Rosenberg, were part of the same Soviet spy ring. Their claims of innocence
were undercut by the confession of Ethel’s brother, who admitted he was a spy
along with his sister and brother-in-law,

The convictions of Fuchs and the Rosenbergs fueled Republican charges that
Truman’s administration was not doing enough to hunt down Communist agents
The Rosenberg case, called the crime of the century by J. Edgar Hoover, also height-
ened fears that a vast Soviet network of spies and sympathizers was operating it
the United States—and had “given” Stalin the secret of building atomic we2P-
ons. Irving Kaufman, the federa] judge who sentenced the Rosenbergs to death
explained that “plain, deliberate murder is dwarfed . . . by comparison with te
crime you have committed” They were the first Americans executed for spying

MCCARTHY’S WiTcH

ed
HUNT Evidence of Soviet spying encourag
some to exploit fears of

. the Communist menace. Early in 1950, a little—knowsl:
Republican senator, Joseph R, McCarthy of Wisconsin, surfaced as the mo
ruthless manipulator of anti-Communist anxieties, ’ »
) McCarthy, eager to altract media attention through his “bare-knuckle
tics, toc?k up the cause of anti-communism with a fiery speech to 3 w({mcﬂe
Republican club in Wheeling, West Virginia, on February 9, 1950, in w

tac
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THE MCCARRAN ACT Fears of Sovict spies working witp,
sympathizers led Congress in 1950 to pass the McCarran Interna g,

over President ‘Truman's veto, making it unlawful “to combine, cons l-l Fa:
agree with any other person to perform any act which would subs.tglre'
contribute to . . . the establishment of a totalitarian dictatorship” Com "
organizations had to register with the attorney general. Would-be i,
who had belonged to totalitarian parties in their home countries were b

from entering the United States. And during any future nationa] eme:"ed
cies, American Communists were to be herded into concentration can Sgen.
McCarran Internal Security Act, Truman said in his veto message, wuu‘l)d‘"Th :
the government into the business of thought control.” pe

I\ mel’i i

s Or
all,
""Uni;'z
Migran;

THE RED SCARE AND THE COLD WAR Playing upon the fears
of thf: American public did not make for good policy in 1919, nor did it work
well in the early fifties. Both Red Scares ended up violating the civil liberties f
innocent people. '

President Truman may have erred in 1947 2. ~eating a government loy-
alty program that aggravated the anti-Cosnt, . « . hysteria. Truman's ow;
attorney general, Tom Clark, contended tiia: - vere “so many Commu-
nists in America” that they “were everywher. - ... factories, offices, butcher

shops, on street corners, in private businesses—1::d each carries with him the
germs of death for society”

Truman also overstretched American resources when he pledged to “contain”
com'munism everywhere. Containment itself proved hard to contain amid
the ideological posturing of Soviet and American leaders. Its chief theorist
G'eorge E. Kennan, later confessed that he was partly to blame because he had
failed at the outset to clarify the limits of the containment policy and to stress
that the United States needed to prioritize its responses to Soviet adventurism-

\I}Vafv::f:) ;;VkAR GOVERNMENT The years after the Second World

g t;n de any other postwar period in American history. Having mkeﬂ'

large nati ulr 61.15., the United States became committed to a Pe"manend)

: egnc' ional military establishment, along with shadowy new gover? me'nt

Ag 1es such as the National Security Council (NSC), the National Securf
ge%:y (NSA), and the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA).

i an; federal gove.rnment—and the presidency—grew larger, more P‘?wer-
s more secretive, fueled by the actions of both major political parties #

;uell as by the intense lobbying efforts of what Dwight D. Eisenhower o
ater call the military-industriql complex.

Another Red Scare 1255

Fears of communism and concerns about a Soviet spy network in the

United States mushroomed into politically motivated paranoia. Long-standing

rejudices against Jews fed the hysteria; indeed, many Communist sympathiz-
s were Jews from Eastern Europe.

The Red Scare also provided a powerful tool for Republicans to claim that
Democrats were “soft on Communism.” One of the worst effects of the Red Scare
was to encourage widespread conformity of thought and behavior. By 1950, it had
pecome dangerous to criticize anything associated with the American way of life.

ASSESSING HARRY TRUMAN On March 30, 1952, Harry Truman
announced that he would not seek another presidential term, in part because
it was unlikely he could win. Less than 25 percent of voters surveyed said that
he was doing a good job, the lowest presidential approval rating in history.
Although Americans applauded Truman’s integrity and courage, the unrelent-
ing war against communism, at home and abroad, led people to question his
strategy. Negotiations to ¢nd the war in Korea had bogged down, the “red-
baiting” of McCarthyiss.. «s expanding, and conservative southern Demo-
crats, members of Tru+15 own party, had defeated most of his Fair Deal
proposals. The war hal 57 brought higher taxes and higher prices for Amer-
ican consumers, many oi whom blamed the president. Only years later would
people (and historians) fully appreciate how effectively Truman had dealt with
so many complex problems.

To the end of his presidency, Truman, a plainspoken man who made deci-
sions based on his “gut-feeling” about what was “right,” viewed himself as an
ordinary person who had been given opportunities to do extraordinary things.
“Ihave tried my best to give the nation everything I have in me;’ Truman told
Teporters at one of his last press conferences. “There are a great many people . . .
who could have done the job better than I did it. But I had the job and had to do
it” And it was not a simple job, by any means. At the end of one difficult day in
the White House, Truman growled while sipping a bourbon and water: “They
Ihis critics) talk about the power of the President, how I can just push a button
10 get things done. Why, I spend most of my time kissing somebody’s ass””

By the time Truman left the White House in early 1953, the cold war had

¢come an accepted part of the American Way of life.
SPread of communism were counterbalanced by the joys of unexpected pros-
Perity. Toward the end of Truman's presidencys the econf)my befgan to grow at
Yf:at would become the fastest rate in history, transforming social and ;ultur;l
and becoming the marvel of the world. The booming economy brought

"ith it the “nifty” fifties.

But fears about the





https://authori1.ed






















CHAPTER 1

Rhythm, Meter,
and Tempo

M usic is the art of sound in time. Its temporal aspect is the most basic
place to start understanding music, and this aspect is summed up by
the term rhythm.

1 Rhythm

In its broadest sense, rhythm refers to the general way music unfolds in time.
The primacy of rhythm in the experience of music is taken for granted in our
culture—and in most other cultures as well. Rhythm is the main driving force
in music both popular and classical, music of all ages and all cultures.

In a more specific sense, “a rhythm” refers to the actual arrangement of
durations—long and short notes—in a particular melody or some other musical
passage. Of course, the term is also used in other contexts, about quarterbacks,
poems, and even paintings. But no sport and no other art handles rhythm with
as much precision and refinement as music.

Beat and Accent

Beats provide the basic unit of measurement for time in music; if ordinary
clock time is measured in seconds, musical time is measured in beats. When
listening to a marching band or a rock band, to take two clear examples, we
sense a regular recurrence of short pulses. These serve as a steady, vigorous
background for other, more complicated rhythms that we discern at the same
time. We can’t help beating time to the music, dancing to it, waving a hand or
tapping a foot. The simple pulse being signaled by waving, tapping, or dancing
is the music’s beat.

There is, however, an all-important difference between a clock ticking and a
drum beating time. Mechanically produced ticks all sound exactly the same, but
it is virtually impossible for people to beat time without making some beats more
emphatic than others. This is called giving certain beats an accent. And accents are
really what enable us to beat time, since the simplest way to do this is to alternate
accented (“strong”) and unaccented (“weak”) beats in patterns such as ONE two |
ONE two | ONE two ... or ONE two three | ONE two three | ONE two three. . . .
To beat time, then, is not only to measure time according to a regular pulse but
also to organize it, at least into these simple two- and three-beat patterns.

(19 Rhythm might be
described as, to the world
of sound, what light is to
the world of sight. It shapes
and gives new meaning.”

Edith Sitwell, poet and critic,
1965

P> Access an interactive tutorial
on rhythm, meter, and tempo in
the e-book at bedfordstmartins
.com/listen
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2 Meter

Any recurring pattern of strong and weak beats, such as the ONE fwo and
ONE two three we have referred to above, is called a meter. Meter is a strong/
weak pattern repeated again and again.

Each occurrence of this repeated pattern, consisting of a principal strong
beat and one or more weaker beats, is called a measure, or bar. In Western
music there are only two basic kinds of meter: duple meter and triple meter.

% In duple meter the beats are grouped in twos (ONE #wo | ONE two) or in
fours (ONE two THREE four | ONE two THREE four). Duple meter is instantly
familiar from marches — such as “Yankee Doodle” — which tend always to
use duple meter in deference to the human anatomy (LEFT right, LEFT right,
LEFT right):

Yan-kee  doo-dle  cameto  town...

ONE two ONE two

% In triple meter the beats are grouped in threes (ONE two three | ONE two
three). Our oldest national songs, “The Star-Spangled Banner” and “My Country,
*Tis of Thee,” are in triple meter:

Oh, say can  you see ... My  coun- try,

ONE two three ONE ONE  two three.  ONE  two three

Two other national songs, “America the Beautiful” and “God Bless America,”
are in duple meter.

% Often the main beats of duple and triple meter are subdivided into quicker
pulses. This usually happens by dividing the main beat into either twos or threes.
When the main beats are divided in twos, the meter is called a simple meter.
Dividing the main beats in threes creates compound meters with two or three
main beats and six or nine quicker ones:

ONE two ONE two three
ONE two three  FOUR five six
The round “Row, Row, Row Your Boat” is in compound duple meter. While
the first voice is moving at a fast six-beat clip at the words “Merrily, merrily,

merrily, merrily,” the second voice comes in pounding out the basic duple
meter, “ROW, 70w, ROW”:

first voice:
Row, row, row your boat gently down the stream, Merrily, merrily,
123 456 123 456 123 456 123 456 123 456
ONE  two ONE two ONE two ONE two ONE two
second voice: Row, row,
ONE two

% Meters with five beats, seven beats, and so on have never been used widely
in Western music, though they are found frequently enough in some other
musical cultures. It was an unusual tour de force for nineteenth-century
composer Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky to have featured quintuple meter, five beats
to a bar, in his popular Sixth Symphony.

tis of thee . ..

ONE two three  FOUR five six ~ SEVEN eight nine

merrily,
123

merrily,
456
two

two
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Rhythm and Meter

Rhbythm in the most general sense refers to the entire time aspect of music
and, more specifically, a rhythm refers to the particular arrangements of long
and short notes in a musical passage. In most Western music, duple or triple
meter serves as the regular background against which we perceive music’s
actual rhythms.

As the rhythm first coincides with the meter, then cuts across it indepen-
dently, then even contradicts it, all kinds of variety, tension, and excitement
can result. Meter is background; rhythm is foreground.

Musical notation has developed a conventional system of signs (see Appen-
dix B) to indicate relative durations, or long and short notes; combining various
signs is the way of indicating rhythms. Following are examples of well-known
tunes in duple and triple meters. Notice from the shading (even better, sing the
tunes to yourself and hear) how the rhythm sometimes corresponds with the
pulses of the meter and sometimes departs from them. The shading indicates
passages of rhythm-meter correspondence:
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Glo - ry, glory halle-lu - jah, His truth is marching on.
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€€ The most exciting
rhythms seem unexpected
and complex, the most
beautiful melodies simple
and inevitable.”

W. H. Auden, poet, 1962
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The above examples should not be taken to imply that meter is always
emphasized behind music’s rhythms. Often the meter is not explicitly beaten
out at all. It does not need to be, for the listener can almost always sense
it under the surface. Naturally, meter is strongly stressed in music designed
to stimulate regular body movements, such as marches, dances, and much
popular music.

At the other extreme, there is nonmetrical music. In such music, the
rhythms suggest no underlying pattern of strong and weak beats. For example,
the meandering, nonmetrical rhythms of Gregorian chant contribute to the cool,
otherworldly, and spiritual quality that devotees of this music cherish.

Syncopation

One way of obtaining interesting, striking effects in music is to move the accents
in a foreground rhythm away from their normal position on the beats of the
background meter. This may seem counterintuitive, but it works. In syncopation,
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Rhythm, Meter, and Syncopation

In Unit I of this book, we illustrate the concepts that are introduced with listening
examples drawn from the Companion DVD. Follow the timings in these Listening
Exercises, which are simplified versions of the Listening Charts provided for complete
compositions later in the book. The charts are explained on page xxviii.

For samples of duple, triple, and compound meters, listen to the following tracks
on the DVD.

Duple meter Count ONE fwo | ONE two . . . etc., for about half a minute.

Duple meter Count ONE fwo THREE four | ONE two THREE four . . . etc.

Triple meter Count ONE two three | ONE two three . . . etc.

Compound meter ~ Count ONE fwo three FOUR five six | ONE two three FOUR five

six . . . etc.

Syncopation: In Scott Joplin’s “Maple Leaf Rag,” listen to the piano left hand, with its
steady ONE 7o | ONE fwo beat in duple meter, while the right hand cuts across it with
syncopations in almost every measure.

as it is called, accents can be displaced so they go one Two | one TWO
(weak STRONG | weak sTRONG) instead of the normal ONE fwo | ONE two
(STRONG weak | STRONG weak). Or syncopation can occur when an accent is
placed in between beats ONE and two, as in this Christmas ballad:

Ru-dolf _ the red- nosed  rein- deer

ONE  two | ONE  two ‘ ONE two | ONE  two

The consistent use of syncopation is the hallmark of African American—
derived popular music, from ragtime to rap. See Chapter 24, and listen to
the lively, uneven, syncopated rhythms of Scott Joplin’s “Maple Leaf Rag” in
Listening Exercise 1.

3 Tempo

Our discussion so far has referred to the relative duration of sounds—all beats
are equal; some notes are twice as long as others, and so on—but nothing has
been said yet about their absolute duration, in fractions of a second. The term
for the speed of music is tempo; in metrical music, the tempo is the rate at
which the basic, regular beats of the meter follow one another.

Tempo can be expressed exactly and measured by the metronome, a
mechanical or electrical device that ticks out beats at any desired tempo. When
composers give directions for tempo, however, they usually prefer approximate
terms. Rather than freezing the music’s speed by means of a metronome, they
prefer to leave some latitude for different performers. Because all European
music looked to Italy when this terminology first came into use, the conven-
tional terms for tempo are Italian:

An early metronome owned
by Beethoven; its inventor
was a friend of his. A clock-
work mechanism made the
bar swing side to side, ticking
at rates controlled by a mov-
able weight.
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Rhythm, Meter, and Tempo

A more advanced exercise: Our excerpt, from the middle of Rhapsody on a Theme by
Paganini, for piano and orchestra, by Sergei Rachmaninoyv, consists of four continuous
segments in different meters and tempos, here labeled A, B, C, and D. (If you note a
family likeness among the segments, that is because they are all variations on a single
theme. See page 174.)

0:00 A The piano starts in duple meter (ONE two | ONE two). The loud orchestral interruptions

are syncopated. (After the interruptions the meter is somewhat obscured, but it gets clearer.)
0:33 Clear duple meter by this time; then the music comes to a stop.
0:49 B No meter. The piano seems to be engaged in a meditative improvisation, as if it is dreaming

up the music to come.
1:45 Orchestral instruments suggest a slow duple meter? Not for long.
2:24 C Slow triple meter (ONE two three | ONE two three)
3:47 Ritardando (getting slower)
3:56 D Fast triple meter, assertive (note one or two syncopated notes)
4:26 Faster triple meter
COMMON TEMPO INDICATIONS LESS COMMON TEMPO INDICATIONS
adagio: slow largo, lento, grave: slow, very slow
andante:  on the slow side, but not too larghetto: somewhat faster than

slow largo
moderato: moderate andantino: somewhat faster than
andante

allegretto: on the fast side, but not too fast vivace, vivo: lively
allegro:  fast molto allegro: faster than allegro
presto: very fast prestissimo: very fast indeed

It’s interesting that in their original meaning many of these Italian words refer
not to speed itself but rather to a mood, action, or quality that can be asso-
ciated with tempo only in a general way. Thus, vivace is close to our “vivacious,”
allegro means “cheerful,” and andante, derived from the Italian word for “go,”
might be translated as “walking along steadily.”

The most important terms to remember are those listed under “common
tempo indications” above. Composers often use tempo indications alone as
headings for major sections, called movements, in long works. People refer to
the “Andante” of Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony, meaning a certain movement of
the symphony (the second), which Beethoven specified should be played at an
andante tempo.
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