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BOX 

I 

sereno: serenus calm, clear 
fulgebant: fulgere shine 
tempus time 
Romae in Rome 
quies rest 
domibus: domus house, home 

paulo ante horam primam, fabrI labore confecfi arcum 
perfecernnt. pau!Isper urbs silebat. 

unus faber tamen, domum per fornm rediens, subito tristes 
:feminarnm duarnm clamores audivit. duae en.im capfivae, 
magno dolore affectae, in carcere cantabant: 

15 
paulispe1· for a short time 
silebat: silere be silent 

dolore: dolor grief 

nox erat. luna stellaeque in caelo sereno fu lgebant. tempus erat carmina: ca1·men song "mI Deus1 mI Deus! respice me! quare me desernistI?" affectae: affectus overcome 

quo homines quiescere solent. Romae tamen nulla erat quies, alfis: altus high respice: respicere look at, lo, 

nullum silentium. insulis: insula apartment quare? why? 
magllls in domibus, ubi divites habitabant, cenae splendidae building 

consumebantur. cibus sumptuosus a servis offerebatur; vinum 5 fame: fames hunger 
optimum ab ancillis fundebatur; carmina a citharoedis confecfi: confectus worn out, 
peritissimis cantabantur. exhausted 

in alfis autem Insu!Is, nullae cenae splendidae patronos: patronus patron 
consumebantur, nullI citharoedI audiebantur. ibi pauperes, fame arcus arch 
paene confectI, vitam miserrimam agebant. aliI ad patronos JO Via Sacra: Via Sacra the Sacred 
epistulas scribebant ut auxilium eomm peterent, aliI scelera Way (road running through 
committere parabant. the Forum) 

prope fomm magnus strepitus audiebatur. nam arcus polyspaston crane 
magnificus in Via Sacra exstmebatur. ingens polyspaston arcuI fabri: faber craftsman, worhnan 
imminebat. fabrI, quI arcum exstmebant, diligentissime 15 figura s: figiira figure, shape 
laborabant. aliI figuras in arcu scu lpebant; aliI titulum in sculpebant: sculpere carve 
fronte arcus Inscribebant; aliI marmor ad summum arcum titulum: titulus inscription 
tollebant. omnes strenue laborabant ut arcum ante lucem fronte: frons front 
perficerent. nam Imperator Domitianus hunc arcum fratrI Tito inscribebant: insc1·ibere write, 
postridie dedicare volebat. Titum vivum oderat; sed Titum 20 inscribe 
mortuum honorare cupiebat. Domitianus enim populum ma1·mor marble 
Romanum, quI Titum maxime dilexerat, nunc sibi favere ante before 
volebat. liicem: liix light, daylight 

perficerent: perficere finish 
dedicare dedicate 

II 
praeerat huic operI Quintus Haterius Latronianus, red emptor operi: opus work, construction 
notissimus. ea nocte ipse fabros furens incitabat. aderat quoque redemptor contractor, builder 
Ga.ius Salvius Liberalis, HateriI patronus, quI eum invicem im•icem in turn 
incitabat ut opus ante lucem perficeret. anx.ius en.im erat Salvius 
quod ImperatorI persuaserat ut Haterium operI praeficeret. hie 5 
igitur fabris , quamquam Oilllllno fessI erant, identidem identidem repeatedly 
imperavit ne labore desisterent. 

Glitus, magister fabromm, Haterium lenire temptabat. lenire soothe, calm down 
"ecce, domine!" inquit. "fabrI iam arcum paene perfecemnt. 

ultimae litterae titulI nunc Inscribuntur; ultimae figurae 10 ultimae: ultimus last 
sculpuntur; ultimae marmoris massae ad summum arcum 
tolluntur." 

litterae: littera letter 
massae: massa block "ecce, domine! fabrf iam 

arcum paene perfecerunt. " 
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About the language 1: active and passive voice 

1 In Unit 1, you met sentences like these: 

puer clamorem audit. ancilla vinum fundebat. 
A boy hears the shout. A slave girl was pouring wine. 

The words in boldface are active forms of the verb. 

2 In Stage 29, you have met sentences like these: 

clamor a puero auditur. vinum ab ancilla fundebiitur . 

The shout is heard by a boy. Wine was being poured by a slave girl. 

The words in boldface are passive forms of the verb. 

3 Compare the following active and passive forms : 

PRESENT TENSE 

present active present passive 
portal portatur 
s/he carries, s/he is carrying s/he is carried, ors/he is being carried 

portant portantur 
they carry, they are carrying they are carried, or they are being carried 

IMPERFECT TENSE 

imperfect active imperfect passive 
portabat portabatur 
slhe was carrying s/he was being carried 

portabant portabantur 
they were carrying they were being carried 

4 Further examples of the present passive: 

a cena nostra a coquo nunc paratur. 
b multa scelera in hiic urbe cofidie committuntur. 

laudantur; dilcitur; rogiitur; mittuntur. 

Further examples of the imperfect passive: 

d candidatI ab amicis saliltabantur. 
e tabula ab actoribus in theatro agebatur. 
f audiebantur; laudabatur necabantur; tenebatur. 
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About the language 2: more about the passive voice 

1 Study the following examples: 

ego de consilio diro narrare cogor. 
I am f orced to talk about a dreadful plan. 

cur til lacrimis opprimeris? 
Why are you overwhebned by tears? 

nos a militibus Infes!Is circumveniebiimur. 
We were being surrounded by hostile soldiers. 

til fratresque obstinatione nimium afficimini. 
You andyour brothers are affected too much by stubbornness. 

2 You have now met many of the passive forms for the present and imperfect tenses. 
Compare all the passive forms with the active forms. 

PRESENT TENSE 

present active present passive 
porto I carry, I am carrying portor I am (being} carried 
portas you carry (are carrying) portaris you are (being) carried 
portal slhe carries (is carrying) portatur s/he is (being) carried 
portamus we carry (are carrying) portamur we are (being) carried 
portatis you carry (are carrying) portaminI you are (being) carried 
portant they carry (are carrying) portantur they are (being) carried 

IMPERFECT TENSE 

imperfect active imperfect passive 
portabam I was carrying portabar I was being carried 
portabiis you were carrying portabaris you were being carried 
portabat slhe was carrying portabatur s/he was being carried 
portabamus we were carrying portabamur we were being carried 
portabatis you were carrying portabaminI you were being carried 
portabant they were carrying portabantur they were being carried 

3 Further examples: 

a cilr ad carcerem redilcimur? ab hostibus circumveniris. 
b til et am.Icus a captivis decipiminI. tacere iubeor. 
c accfisor; Instruuntur; docemur: laediminI; comprehenderis; oppugnatur. 
d a com.itibus deserebar. in fossas iaciebaminI. 
e identidem monebaris ut domI maneres. 
f eligebantur; vitabaris; extrahebamur; adiuvabam.inI; arcessebatur; IIberabar. 
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