
   

Remote Learning Packet 
There is no need to submit this packet at the end of the week. Enjoy your summer break! 
 

Week 9: May 25-29, 2020 
Course: Humane Letters 9 
Teacher(s): Mr. McKowen (robert.mckowen@greatheartsirving.org) 

Mr. Mercer (andrew.mercer@greatheartsirving.org)  
Mrs. Hunt (natalie.hunt@greatheartsirving.org)  

 
Monday, May 25 
 
Happy Memorial Day! No School! 
 
Tuesday, May 26  
 
Attend today’s mandatory seminar to conclude our time together. The questions with longer explanations 
are in last week’s packet. Here are the brief versions of questions for today.  

1. How does what we have read this year, and what we have studied in history or government, reflect 
the enduring tension between living in common with others and finding personal happiness? 

2. Looking at what we have read and studied, what is the fundamental nature of man? 
3. To what extent are we continually affected by our past? 

Wednesday, May 27- Friday May 29 
 

1. Read “The Nature and Aim of Fiction” by Flannery O’Connor found at the end of this packet. 
2. Questions to reflect on via writing in your notebook: 

 
a. What is a bold claim or sentence made by O’Connor that stood out to you? Clearly write it 

out. Why did it stand out to you? 
b. How is being a writer different from someone who is actively writing?  
c. What is the nature and aim of fiction? 

 
3. Optional: Watch the Stratford Festival production of The Tempest and reflect on the following 

questions. The play is found on Google Classroom. 
 

a. What is the effect on the story of the director’s decision to cast Prospero as a woman? 
b. What did you especially like about this production? 
c. What would you have done differently if you were directing The Tempest? 
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